. Sydney and™sktd me
wlletllqer ¥ could visit East Timor
as part of a proposed pre-glection
visif 1o Indonesia,

The reason for the invitation
was the Herald’s long established
interest in Indonesia, my long
gqqu:‘iatmn with it apnd my pre-
viots visits to East T:mur in par-
“ticular,

A couple of weeks Iater the
Indofiesian Embassy told me the

Indonesian Government had also

decided to ask Mr Gough Whit-

Iam-to make. an unoflicial visit o

the province.

1, - when " we el o
: E.tt!lomugh bricting W -

the  International CW® L 4
'fhe. Red Cross, whick Was con-
‘cludipg am inspection in Timor
of Red Cross and Govemment aud

activities.

Ouy visit lasted four days. We
were thoroughly briefed by the
ICRC in Bali hefore going to
Dili. We visited by civil. heli-
copter small and large centres.

We were accompanied through-
out the visit by the TCRC dele-
gate in Dili — the Red Cross
field representative — Mr Cedric

Neukomm, a Swiss who has spent

two-and-a-half years on the istand
and whe speaks Indonesian.

Apart from Army briefings, we
had no armed forces representa-
tives travelling with us.  Inter-
pretation was carried oui by »
Timorese,

We had interviews with the
civil administration in ‘every
centre, doctors, teachers  and
ourses. We spoke to priests. and
we interviewed at length the
Apostolic  Administrator, Mon-
signer Mousinbe Loles da Costa
who, because the Vatican does
not recognise Indonesia’s incor-
poration of the province, holds
his appointment from Rome.

From PETER HASTINGS,
Fareign Editor, in Jakarla

There is no famme in Bast
Timor and no signs of one in
any of ninc important centres
— some braly affected by food
shortages a few vears ago —
witich Mr Gough Whitlam and

T visited [hlh week.

We were accompanied by the
International Commitice of the
Red Cross - delegate - (representa-
tive) on the island, Mr Cedri¢
Neukomm, in a wmprehenswe
three days hehcopter tour of the
island. -

There are certainly potkels of
population short of food in a des-

.-petately poor. island with poor

communications, There is also a
perennial risk of severe food
shortage leading to famine in the
first three months of every vear.

There is need of the Auslrahan
gift of 1.000 tonnes of corn due
at the end of this month to be
distributed by the ICRC to stor-

age sheds in various parts of the

island as buffer stocks against a
ossibility,

fami

B’%&ere i5 no_doubt thdt the
situatiort has Jmprow:d immeas~
urably since my last visit in Sep-
tember. 1978. and Herald corres-
pondent Pcter Rodgers's 1979
visit. )

Thdt is also the opinion of
the top-level ICRC 1eam that
spent a fortnight in East Timor
prior to our arrival and whose
three Swiss
David  Delapraz, Dr  Armin
Willy- and Miss Romaine Tis<
sigres — briefed us thoroughly in
Bali beforé we left for Dili,

The TCRC has becn working

in East Timor with ‘Vlndoqes-
tan -Red. Cross, the d8onesian
Government and the Catholic

Relief Servites in a systemalic
cover of affected areas with re-
gard to crops, buffer - stocks,
medical care and family reunion.

The ICRC view that the situa-
tion has improved immeasiirably

members —  Mr

in the fasl two years is shared bv
the CRS exccutive director in
Indonesiu, Mr Patrick Johns, who
said that he visited East Timor in
Jdnuary

“A “famine situation,” he re-
ported last month 10 his executive

~ director in New York, Bishop

Edwin Brode’rnck “does not-exist
in East Timor.”

He said in his report that there
were “pockets™ suffering a food

shortage which Government offi-

cials-freely admitted and for the
alleviation of which the Austra-
lan corn gift was intended.

His report, however, contained
the highly significant statement:
“For your mfor‘manon I afso met
with . Monsignor da. Costa, the
Apostolic Admmx;tr.nor - {fre-
quently referred io as the hishop)

who . was the author of the famine’

rcports
“He has-not visjted any of the
{afleged famine) areas in question
and has not specified names of
villages suﬁcrmg famine.” -
In Dili we discovered that Mon-
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signor da Costa had received a
letter from the Anstralian {Catho-
lic) Episcopal Conference while

he was 4ttendmg an Indones:an_

episcopal conference in lakarta
as an observer. © | -~

‘there was anything that Austra-

o Coniinued on Page 6

Fhe let!er asked the busihop lf

lian Catholic sources could pro- }
Vlde ‘
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‘The bishop replied stating that
unless a major relief operation
started there would be famine in
Timor. He also alleged that in the
military operations last year many
Timorese were killed including
“itnocent children, pregnant women
and defenceless people.”

Mr Neukomm told Mr Whitlam
and myself that in a conversation
with Monsignor da Costa before the
bishop went to Jakarta he told him
that 500 tonnes of Australian cormn
had been procured and that he was
negotiating for a further 500 tonnes,
He also said that famine was there-
fore extremely unlikely.

We further discovered that the
Papui Nuncio in Jakarta. the Most
Rev Monsignor Pablo Puenie, had
told the bishop the same thing.

We met the bishop in his house.
He is a mixed race man in his early
sixlies, we guessed, affable if ner-
vous. He spoke good English and
was quite open in his condemnation
of the Indonesians.

He made statements about
“hundreds dying daily” on Atauro
Istand. which Mr Whitlam and I
were to visit next day, which he
had not visited.

He said he relied on his priesis
for information.

Atauro rises blue and beautiful
out of the waters of Wetter Strait.
It is in fact ‘afid and its normal
population of 5,000 often face food
shortages.

It is the island in which in 1975
the last Portuguese governor,
Leomos de Pires, holed up with his
paratroops before flying off to
Darwin and home while civil war
raged in Dili,

Starting in the middle of last vear,
the Indonesian Army started bring-
ing in families from the Los Palos
area in eastern Timor who had
relatives among hard-core Fretilin
fighters and supporiers in tha hills.

As  Lkinsmen, Fretilin guerillas
could exact food and supplies from
them.

The theory is simple enough. Clan
and triba) lines are as tightly drawn
in Timor as in Melanesia. Relatives
of Fretilin fighters would have to
help if requested. Those not related
to them would not.

In all %06 families comprisdés|

3,737 people were brought to Atauro
after the military operations in east-

<rn Timor in June, July and August,
Families are now being sent back.

Many hundreds did die on Atauro
because of severe gastroenteritis, Ac-
cording to Dr Willy of the Red
Cross, past malnutriion had so
lowered resistance, especially in the
¢lose confinement of huts, that many
were susceptible (o disease. This was
a very different story from that of
the bishop.

When we visited the istand with
the Red Cross we found that the
Government had erected avenues of
houses, provided garden plots, run-
ning water. seed, medical supplies
and first aid posts which the ICRC
had regularly monitored.

It is easy of course to criticise
the bishop and many do, not just
the Indonesians, Not the least
critical by report is the Aposiolic
Nuncio in Jakarta, who can be and
is often just as critical of the
Indonesians.

Inevitably the visit broke up into
favourable and unfavourable im-
pressions.

There is a great deal on the credit
side and food for thought for critics
of Indonesia.

In ali of the centres we visited —
Suai, Maliana, Ermera, Atauro,
Natabora, Dilor, Jos Palos and
Luro — there were no signs of
famine, although several. specially
Dilor and Luro, are al risk. If the
crops fail they will need access to
buffer stocks which are being sent
to them.

In most we saw maize growing
and mounds of corn cobs readied
for roasting. In mosl areas rice padi
was planted and from the air the
area around lLaga, where Peter
Rodgers  photographed  several
tamine children in 1979 is heavily
planted with padi. The Red Cross
warned it might have been planted
too late as the dry starts soon. Laga
may need buffer stocks as well,

The most noticeable things are
either new or rebuilt schools with
children from primary age through
to 18 years being taught the Indo-
nesian curriculum in the Indonesian
language.

All centres we visited except one
had a communal television set. At
the moment all they see are
beamed programs from Jakaria of
riveting boredom but eventually, as
clsewhere in Indonesia, ucatm
'ﬁl@@p:@bﬁn vhil

ut it 1s an expensive project.
News broadcasts and comment is

WE e

No Timor famine, but

broadcast in Indomesian and in
Tetum, the most widely spoken
vernacuvlar. An interpreter told us
that in Portuguese times radio
broadcasts were in  Portuguese
only. “For the few,” he said, “like
me."”

We found the hospitals primi-
tive, about the equivalent of g
PNG aid post, much better in
larger centres, Indonesizan doctors
were in attendance although too
many, according to Mr Neukomm,
show a disappointing desire to
head for Dili more ofien than they
should.

Patients in each centre suffered
from the same diseases — beriberi,
respiratory  infectiens,  malaria,
severe skin disorders and severe
gastroenteritis.caused by a number
of factors including worms,

We saw no evidence of famine.
I do not believe it possible to walk
through villages comprising many
hundreds of people and not dis-
cover famine and famine related
symptoms and diseases if famine
exists,

In Portuguese times transport
was almost entirely by road, except
along the coast, and the roads were
terrible, bridges unsafe or liable
to be washed out in the wet, The
roads are still temrible but are
gradually being improved.

The road from Dili to Ermera,
for example. is bitumenised for half
its length and wark has started on
new and much needed roads else-
where.  The costs are ferocious
and a large percentage of this year's
ceniral  government budpet of
$USI00 million — the highest for
any Indonesian provinge — is ear-
marked for roads.

But perhaps the most vivid im-
pression from the air is the mush-
rooming growth of resettlement
areas,

In every centre of any size there
are anything from 20 to several
hundred new homes, Their galvan-
ised tin roofs — functional but ugly

m  contrast to traditional awp
thatch roofs — glint in the sun-
light. The administration says that

between 4,000 and 5,000 homes
have been built in the past two
years, ‘

In ecach centre the new houses
belong mainly to people who fled

They have only relatively recently
been brought down and resettled,

}9.6.

given food, seed, medical treatment
and their children put to school.

The most difficult thing to
estimate therefore was security and
the strength of Fretilin, In marked
contrast to my visit in 1978 there
were relatively few soldiers to be
seen,

We were never conscious of the
military. In fact, except at briefings,
we saw very few people in uaiform.

By the same token, if Fretilin
forces are as active ag many claim
the civi] pilots of the Red Cross
helicopters who flew us the length
and breadth of the country showed
ne signs of believing it.

We flew at 5060 to 1,000 feet
above ridges and mountain tops in
several allegedly Fretilin infested
areas. We had no set flightpath
because the rapid build-up of cloud
forces pilots to make quite wide
detours, We should have been
sitting ducks.

The official Indonesian estimate
of Fretilin is now about 130 hard-
core gun-carrying guerillas and
perhaps 200 non-armed supporters
or even family.

After last year’s Operasi Kea-
manan in eastern Timor, in the
ﬁpcral area of Los Palos and

Piqueque, the Indonesian Army
claims that Fretilin has now broken
up into small guerilla groups of
four or five,

The administration claims they
are sick and hungry,

I asked often why they did not
surrender as 15000 others have,
I was told they were either too
frightened 1o come down from the
hills or under threat of their life
by a few hard-core leaders.

The  Indonesians say that
Fretilin is no longer a menace. It
is not but it is still a nuisance.
Despite Indonesian denials at least
several Indonesian  soldiers are
killed each month and perhaps as
many Fretilin.

Last year the Army — now
estimated at perhaps three regular
battalions of 400 men each and
two Hansip battalions of Timorese
Home Guard of the same number
— used two different tactics to
eradicate Fretilin in the Los Palos

area.
One was the use of the pagar
betis or human fence, This is not,

OJEtt Thiinia PSR Aniv Bs NP r el atlis, =

forced 10 advance ahead of troops
to flush out Fretilin guerillas.

It is an operation in which Fretilin
are gradually isolated and sur-
rounded by resettiement villages.
The theory is that they will eventu-
ally starve or surrender, The other

aid needed

method had been frankly disastrogs |

as well ay inhumane, o
Throughout the middle and
spritig months of last year an alleged -
30,000 Timorese men {(certainly mot'

less than 30,000 men) 16 years and

up, were taken 1o the hills to con- - - -

tact Fretilin groups and discuss
amnesty possibilities,

The opecation was not
clumsy but completaly
productive.
renders and took thousands of
bedied men away from the urgentye
needs of
duties, eah

Its worst effect was to destraws ™
in a single blow a degree of tfu :
that had been buill up betwes: s
villagers and a Government whicl®
had brought them food, medicine
and schools, a fact on which the
Papal Nuncio has reportedly made
acid comment.

Simply to reiterate there is ro
famine and that steps are being
taken against any such possibi]ictyt
is simply to state what the ICRC,.
the Indonesian Red Cross, the US-
Catholic Relief Services and the
Papal Nuncio all say and believe,

Indonesia has in fact done Jgar
better in the wake of a bitter cwvil
war and bloody intervention in East
Timor than it has in Irian Jdy&®*
where if the same efforts and money
had been spent betler results might
have been achieved.

But it has a long way to go in
what is like West Timor, Flores and
Irian  Jaya, a  predominantly
Christian province. v

For this reason the Indonesian
Government will need to listen« fp¢
the Church even where it has'a
right 1 be resentful of mis-

ly
counters, ,

_representation,

Timor's priests, and of one I
can only speak with the greatest
respect, remain the conscience of a
whole people.

{Professor Jamie Mackie and
Professor James Fox did %ot
accompany Mr Whitlam to Tidigr,
as reported on Thursday, o

Professor Mackie is ill and %7;
fessor Fox returned to Austr
before the Timor visit.) .

Tt resulted in few supd =t
ahigs o}
A9

planting and other Villgg&::-
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