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icularly veluzble cwing to the goed oriices of ih
nittee of the Red Cross. You.had 2 press confera
‘e e frem the four members of the ICRC tezm at present _
he ileader, Mr David Delzprzz, the Regional Direcror for South -
of the International Committes of the Red Cross staticnedin

Keaia Lampur, Br Armin Willi, a doctor m=ho has worked in many are
the Red Cross, Mademoiselle Romaine Tissiesres, who was included i
intergreter/transiator for the team, and ¥Mr Cedric Neukomm. Now, =
The -ﬁur in Bati Last Suﬁcay anc we kad prior briefing fro$ thenm
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You kncw:their act'vitie;, their +rac1g1on fﬂeLd af 1v1t“es cver

L ast 400 years and more, and I imagine thet you heve all that invorm
rom a cay z2go from them. So you can see znd have from them a deszri

what they have done, and also what Cathclic Relief Services of the-

ted itates z*‘s done. They did not report of course, but on bEuaLi

olic Reliev rvices of the United Stetzs they acknowledge the :uLn _

t they have zeen able to play at crucizl times 1in recent .years in East
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n on the Monday Mr Hastings and I flew to Dili with Mr ﬂeukOﬂn and oq'
esdzy and-Wednesday in an ICRC helicopter we were able to fly =t o
points in East Timor and-to fly over the whole lot. The only L
on whaT we could .sse Trom the air was cloud, but we were able f¢ se
terrzin, thde cultivation, the buildings, pa*-*cuLarty the mein siructur
<rom tﬂa air in most places which we were not able to visit. The onss
yere aole to visit on the Tuesday were Ermera, Suai, MaL1an_, Af=urc,
o the.ﬁednesday Natarbora, Dilor, Los Palos, Lurc and back o Di i
Baucau. Now, in each of those places we had guite some'timu meeti
officials and sesing the population, the crops, the schools, kaso
houses, comrunity places, agricultural projects, fishing project
commu:ications- We were able to see structures, and we were ziso _
see nundreds of the poputation. Then yes;e*cay we Tlew back to Jak: ta
an_ Fot he"e ahout 11 30 tast. n1gh.-
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Now, in the;e ogening remzrks I think I can mest usefully confine myseilf
to what $’§aé, end to relate that to what in fact has been publicisad abeut -
Sast Timor. Now, one of the things which has received most publicizy in
*us*raazakuJéing the last year was the stcry emargidns from Msgr Mzrtinho

. csia Lopes, the Apostolic Administratcr of the diccese of Bili, that

he needed 230,000 Australian dollars (that’s about 36G,000 uS doiiars)

for this year tc avoid the conseguences =% z massive famine which could

take out. 1UOIUOJ of the population. - I do. ot know how many cf you
corresgondants have seen this repert, accerdis gLy I may be sayingc something
with - uT’ﬂ—YO are ‘'t xoroughty Taeriliar, or I may o2 saying something

witn which nona of_yo_'_re famitiar. Bui = f you will be awzre ¢f

these r:pcrbs_that'there is Likeiy to be I understand i

the origin of these reports was 3 letter wuh
ia us*‘*atﬂan “31 olic 8ishops Cenferen
- .

n i a
T the zn” aresizn feathaldic ZEishops Conteren
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2.

That letter was later given to (- ‘hoL1c Reliet. Qerv‘ces in fustraiie
and to 2 certain extent publicissd in the AUSthLaaﬂ media.  I've 3
=

to say that tha Administrator's Lztter was without basis in f :
is surprising in fact that the Msgr sent this letter abreczs. de had
been told the facts before he sent it. He made no effort to correct the
letter. : o

The situation is-this.. That in about the third quarter of 'Last year the ]
Regicnal Director of the ICRC, Mr Celapraz, was in Australia and negotiated
with the Australian Government to make 1000 tonnes of corn with immedizte
delivery of 500 tonnes of corn to be availabte in Ezst Timer as 2 butfer
stock. The resident ICRC representative, Mr Neukomm, in one of his
raguiar visits to East Timor, had called on the Msgr, I think in October,
and had told him that the ICRC had secured .for tertain 500 tonnes ot
corn 25 buffer stock for the following year and was optimistic of
securing 1000 tonnes. He did not tetl the Msgr that it was coming Trom
Australia but he told the Msgr that the promise was given. Armed with
 that information the Msgr . went to the conferenca here and rsssorﬂed to
a query from the Austraiian bishcps in the way I have described. The
jsgr was also in touch I think with the President of the Republic himsel”
in November last. : -

-

. One of the matters uwhich in the two hour Snterview with the Msgr on Fonday
_night that Mr Hastings and I were anxious to ascerizin.wes his view of

the situation now. In particular 1 pointed cut to him that wnen I retu urred
"+o Australia it is very Likely that I would be asked about this 1 g
famine, on the basis of the contents of his Letter “AAd I said that

zhe 1000 tonnes will not be enough to ofiset the errects ot _any drought

sr Tamine, ihen I sheoutd tell the Australian peoole. But T 1t were nou
needed, by the same token, I should also tell the Australian pecple. 3o

I asked the Msgr with some carz what was his asse551eqL ncw and he used

to me the very words 1000 tonnes will be enough”. I cannot understand
or exglzin how the Msgh came to sand that misleading and cruel Lletter, or
‘why in a word the Msgr perpetrated this wicked act. The Msgr has distressad
hundrecds of thousands of Australians who responded generpusty when the

lzst news came out over 2 years ago abouti a Tamine in East Timor and the

...4.:

sffect that that had on the health, now and Tor the future, of so many cf
.. the posulation. And one expects that humane,jC'-*1LanLe people in Ausirzlic

o
would have responded to his assessment. He perpetratad a wicked at, he
misstated the situation. There was not & person we met, private or
official, in East Timor who said thet there was a fzmine now or that in

Eny scssibté circumstances there would not be a situstion which coutd not
e cured by the buffer stock soon to be in situ Lhe.h-
- So the first 'H.ng I have to say to you is there is not a problem ot
: “famine in ‘East Timor now. And the second thing I have to say about that
J is that with the contribution to the buffer stock providad by the Zustrzlian
Governzant, the efficiency of the Internationat AR of the Reg -
: CLro nd the cooperation of the Indonesian authorities to see that fosd
) ‘is 3 g through the psrovince, there will net be 2 fTamine. Ths
i sac I want to say to you concerns the heavth of the pogulation.
- Thi & matter.upon which I have the gualifications tc e s¢ dogmatic.
Sut e ccmments made in each of the gplaces that we visited cuisics
il Jele R }boh‘so in Dili itsel?, I wcukld-bs assured that there ars
erough medi-cihes tec cope with any of <he rzzith preblems which are stile
Likely 't a6 " There .are scme are2s oT the pr0v1rue where malariz Gid
 o@ endcern .- Iiusild not know To what extent That can be Overscme. Iz i
z v ifFizult orobtem. Now, I am making no claims zbout the s
of o 5 on the basis of what peoplsz seid to us, the ﬁurses,-
2 Taw ¢ tra doctors whc were there, in each o the towns, &
we visited. = in each case we could sz2 the healtl services, =
nesit - = dsoeva. New 7o ’ :
-wwDKHTBEDF%’FHARTPRnlpPT»ﬂm/mmg rohives-Wordpress-com
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'Cuhld be seen at that time I am nOt presum1ng to say What the s1tLa ion
has been in the past. .. ALL I can say is from w2t I could seg or frc*
- what the Red Cross people, International and Indonesian, have seen

-
)

their visits, we were satisfied that the 51*uau1oﬂ as regards health and
disease was now in hand,

The nex: matter I would mention would be the guestion of securit AsX
have described to you we went by helicopter 'to many areas ou;s1de Dili
and we flew over certainly the whcls of the island, not following any
particular pre-uetern1ned course. lle were ﬂot aveiding any areas. Dur

,,,,,, anc“part*cutarLy on the second
day was overcast in some areas. Aﬁd we in- zny case were guite close to

-

‘the ground. In Vietnam, for instanca when I was treavelling there 10 years

or more ago by helicopter you would clisd to 5000 ft, 1500 metres or so,

a2bove the airport before you went across country. You make certzsin that

you were beyond the power of bullets. But in East Timor one doesn't haue:
to do that. Cne can fly apparently with safety over any part oT the
country guite close to the ground.” :

The best estimate that we can possibly give of tre number of armed
Fretilin would be 100 or at the most 130 peoole: and they wou td be in

ssmz of the meountaiss in the esstern-most part of the province around - .
Los Palos. Now, thare would seem to be no app rehansion of inrcads being
ma”a- and there seemad to be no fear of meving zround or getting together
in any of these areas. From some of the accounts one would think that
Dili itself is an armed camp but it is not. It coulcd be seer that pecpie

)

can go abcut normal affairs in East Timer in safety. .

he rext thing I would come to is the buildings, the s
ses. One can see immediately wherever one goes school
¢chcols, rehabilitated shocls, extended.schools {indist
are zlsc very cftan Government buitdings, meesting places, tﬁare are
extensions of ssphalt roads leading out ‘r*n Pili to the east. To t
south—west,one ¢an se2 the consiruction machines working on the road
Wle could not iznd at every village but just from the corrugated iron

[T -‘I

rocfs you cou*d see these were of recent construciicn. I would think

anybody visiting the area could see that there has been a great deal o7
construction in the last & years. Now, it is not just Dili. At Mziliana,
for instance, ‘there was an irrigation system instzlied i “the last

‘couple of ‘years I think. It is of course being us ed to increase produt? i n

of corn and rice. C(indistinct) I think 2500 cous from Australia dur

tne Lazst year or sol : ' : . N

So thare has beer, anart from the thiags that one exXpscIs in

Like écq'at1on and health and c"mmunications; meesing places,

conSiéerabLé effort made to augment and improue in2 diet ¢f the ceople.

Thess are the things that T coutd raise with you as what I saw. I would

think ‘that zayk dy wculd notice the same Things. Now, 7 thard are any

cuestio ét any of you want =5 ask mz I will bz heppy G try Io answar
nem t 4 c Kelp me to know uhag'yauL nznes ara2 when you Tirst ask ma
T

Hag DcCE”b /OL resrezan.

(indistfn::}if*-' Su s2y




“tell us tﬁat ycu canrot understand what brougit him to V"Le a
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I askzg the Bishop about csmneqt: that he made abou

. He s3id he has not any cf and he-was unsbis 1o 3

_informetion. - You remember he mace statements about
described 2s & homily in the Pro-Cathedrzl in Bitd

accdsatﬁons;” But hne coutd_not give any intormarion

ign de in the homily $o I cannct give ycu

hop.other than what ne had zlready sg‘d to

QO

presumably you described te him ~hat you hed. seen-and heard and vot

R
i le HY g

and crusl" letter. And yet the only guote you give us fra
hhc course of your 2 hour interview was that presumebiy 0O Zcnnes was

“encugh.. Could you teli us what his respgonse was and scme more zbout

what ke told you in the face of your questions fo him.

W2 met him on the Monday night as I told you before. I confirmed that
before he wrote the letter he knsw of the arrangements which had been
made by the Red Cross with the Australian Government anc the Indonesian
Goverrment. I cornfirmed with him that he had received that informzstion
from the Red Cross delegate before he went to Jakarta. I confirmed that

n Jakarta he had seen the bishops and the President, I got his
confirmation that 1000 tonnes will be encugh. When you ask which villages
he could point out as. thcse L1keLy to be or alrecoy str1uker by famine
he-digd- not knowz- . e T e e TR L T : .

What did he tell you than?

{answar indistinct)

You refe# to ﬂus;rat1an ores; reports on Last Timor in the Australizn
newspapers but I understand, possnnty wrongly, that either in his Lette
or a STT1L8| report which has been ctirculated widely outside thers is
the allegation that en upcoming faminme will nct be due solely or even
rimarily to droucht but to the fact thst large numbers of civiliane,
according to these reports, were dragocned'by the -Indonesian Torces into

t

xing part in.lz rge scale military operations against Fretilin and .
e"=by were ferced to abandon their agricultura i activities c”r.n the
it Le period. No«, do you have any comments on that? .

As I understand it, many crcps were pianted after the operations to
yGU are retercing. ' :

- ) ~ e T - : : -

Why was such. cperation necessery i, as you say, there are oniy '

an
fretilin Left?

I an only giving you the biggest assessm:nt'“uich wWa
100 or,at the most, 130 armed Fretiiin. I have alsc
one went and how one went. Noboay has any aﬁpreheqs
bz zttacks oy Fretilin on people $0 dein

sources aof his nTu.matau . -
are you visiting Timo
n you get back To Aus

vy te’ zome hera, I uwas viewaec
~tunity.  1owas foid t £




6.
Wi th respect, thers ssems to be :one inconsistency here. You guete
figures saying you weére informed, and by impliczticn you SVE
were only 100 to 130 armed Fretilin in the mountains. By imci'z
presumably you would rot quote these figures if you oig not Ezlievs
them and yet you say that you believe scme peopiz may hzve been killed
in crossfire between Fratilin soldiers end Inconesian soldiers. e
heard yesterday, from the -International Red Cross that some 4C00 pecple-
were being transported to 2 small island in the South China Sea for
security purposes (I do not know whether ycu asked about thisi. .Thirdly,
we have not dis-ussed what zppears on paper to have been a fairly Large
scale military operation involving civilians. Sc you see there is an
irconsistency there batueen 100 to 130 armed guerillas hiding in the
mountains and the scale of the:military operatigns and movement ol people
who 2appéar to have been involvecd. - : '

U

crobably got yesterday, I have not seen the tramscript of the press
grsrce, from the ICRC the Tigures about the nmumber of peopie on Atauro.

bers that.I noted down wers 3747 perscns in 806 families and

ney were moved very fast at short notice, scme at an hour's rotice,
¢ Atauro. They are fres 1o move about on the isianrd. Some have zlrsady
aturned home. The number I had was 157 have ‘gone back tc Los Palos '
nd 128 to Bauczu. I also zm told that it is expecten that most ot thos
will go back to their places of residence by Jume this year. We went
hrough as many of the huts as we wanted to see at At:uro we €2 '
2milias. The Red Cross, in accordance with its practice and skill
last

; s
developed over 100 years now, was able in the course of, the last focrtnight
£o List them all, names, residences, religion. Thsz chjzctive I gather

of taking people from the villages there, is to brezak the Link between

L

cecple in the foothills or the mountains and the geople in the villag
It these people in this extrzordinary broken terrain of Timor can
susclies from the viltages, then they just have to come in.
ot to surrender and that is the cbiective of moving this gu
r of pecple to Atauro. But the Red Cross would have to
has been cone about them to sucpty them, with medicine an
have made nctes myself.
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ne implicaticn of what you have iust said is that these 4030 people were
ing fretitin and therefore the implication is that thay sipberied

nem.

No, there was no.such implication. 1In all rationale thersz is no imgiication
that they SLHp“rt it. Some might have. Thers 15 no. Smplication tha:
most did. .1 mean, if armed men cc:e upon You they can very often (tapw
interru 'ted) ‘e also visited the Comarca, the prisen in Dili diself. -
lie sew people who had been convicted by the courts there, and the other -~
pecple ha d been ;e;a1ned presumablyon- s::urfty grounds. We saw 211 the
geople ¢ Red Cress had intormed us.  We were zble Io sze the,
pacpie = zccommodation inm the prisen there. As I undersgzand
it, the s quite satisfied thzz it has teen able o trace alt
these ps= ed in the prison in Dili and relegzted tc the cif-shers
islafd ¢ If the Red Crcss was not satisfies that it had czen
ghle i3 he & have discontinued {ts epzrzTicns.
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.Senate Committe, or are you w

n
_ th
notice, and there has bkeen a considerable amount. in racent men

pr

.5.

ly that the Red Cros: wouid make it possible for me te 7o
curd the province by helicopte~. Sec I got:myse L‘ to Indoresiz &.o
: Cross got around in the helicopter. = L
Are you going to write an article, or are you going to appear tsfore the
riting @ bock?.

r

£
8
1%

It is guite possible that one.or other journal in Australia wil

il ask me
to write an article. I probebly would accept the invitatd There

will be a Senzte Committee meeting tc consider this metter. I have not
been invited tc appear-~pefore it. If I was invited I woulc seriously
consider the invitation. ' '

ybu found amongst the peogptl

I wonder i 2 in Ezst Timor es distingt from
the Bishop any internatised sense of disenchantzent with the situation
in East i eld of corruption.

imor today,_part1uuLarxy in the T3

I was not in 2 position to make any 1nve5t1gat1oqs into corruption, TI0
allegations of that character I think have seen much publicity In
Austratia. I pursued mstiers which have really been the subject of

publicity. in Australia about East Timor in recent moatns. do noi
recaill allegations of this character in resp:cr o7 East Timor. I anm
wanting tc limit mysaif %o what I saw, ths SLoortL: sities It ad i see
things and meet pecple, and to what my cowcLu jons were from sesing
‘thase zlaces and pecple. Anybocy we asked t0 ses we re zble to sze,
indlucing pecple who it is alleged had been ou_ained we had a couple-
of taiks with other prizsts, one of them we had 2 cou o te of hours with
So sur time was quite fully spent in seeing ceopia. I have £ ki

with me the newspaper cuttings on Timor becazuse I camezt ra

Australiz. I saw some before I left. There was 2 docqmenu

by Paul Condon. It is produced in Londen I zm nof sure w h: he mama

of the organisation is, bdu I was 0bV1UL: - hoging to see Hscr Martinho

Da Costa Lopes because this docunent refers to the statement oy hinm.

Tha authorit a;1uﬁ statement is sclely from the ¥sgr. The danger of femine
the kitling of 500 Timcrese the grevicus summer curing a siege et the
SArine of St Anfhcny of Lactutz. So mae11ﬂc the Mszr I zsksd him about
“all those events. And I have told you the extent of which he was eble

“to assist in elucidating these reports of which he is the scurce.

R . . . —

-Gn thase reports did you ”eceiva any denial from any otfficial, either
=2

Timcrese cr :nd0u651aﬂ wiich you met

et
'

[]

jor

—h
(1]

I certainly made quite 3 number S nou es abtu T

during theq:;ératﬁons'*n that area there were some gsoyle ibs

auaser of-300 is quite frankty zosurd.  Nogody would think tazt
possitle, ‘but I woutd think it was gossibie thav some Inconasian
jnciuZing Timorese scldiers, came upen scme Frezitin salciers wi

suns =nd that r deaths resuitant Frca the crossti

is what ' 1 cznogive ooy Whc L

& preii rave nappEn A2 mischie? wh

from = shop mace in bis Romily abo

Kilied g5 was c2uso by the axaggs

ge3sind trutn in it. I Tning Thers

Some T have sesn seopie kilied inm

et 30C STEAT 5& &hsurd that seonle may Lo
incline Wat thare was any sheoting or firirg ot
alL. : the extent I 2o not know. But 31T is
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“There czn be nc doubt as to what were told ahout't? ~tocks of Too
i

g
and medicines. I was not wanting To be 2 steuth into othar thing
am'des:rib:ng what and whom we saw, 2nd the conditi:ﬁs of the ziructurss
and the Land and the gecple that we saw. ‘

The energency, the ‘massive caerataons which the ICRC and the US Cztholic

Relief Services - did ne longer apply. They admit rat they nc longer apoLy.

But the advice tnct thesa bodies can give is still of great value and

let me just say what the Catholic Relief Services are doing. They are

sursuing develcpmant zssistence there. Yeste rday, for instance, I saw
the
cn

‘+the trzctors which they had acquired to enable rhe farming o 2cople in
rovince to be mcre. product1ve- But as I understand 1%, the ops greti
of the ICRC may .end in June. They have 6 montn engegemenis with th
Indonesian Gevernment and after the middie of this year UNICEF witl
there. So I think one can distinguish between the massive relief
Qﬂerat*oﬂs which Catholic Relief Services from the US have carried cut
a barges around the coast a couple of years ago, and those which the
_*C?u carried out inland in the villages where the situation was mos
criticzl.  We were told, and I guess you were told vesterdsy, the nuaber
of villages concernad. You will rgte from the mezmes anc places we ,
Sz the massive operaitions
con

e .
be

visited, thet we visited some of those villages.
ere certainiy necded had succeeded. ~Their continuing zavice is
e in the fact thar there is a systam for (indistinct ¥ in the '
tionzl Committes for the Red Cross and the Indogestan Red Lross
ers Like nealth is obvious and has besn availadls when necessary
his tim gut’it is not a massive operation which is now reauired.
a ive e ragu
r

xt of what is now needed, was the 1000 tonnes of wheat
N , . ) _

In scme circumstances w:ach occur not infreguently in l*-or, yes. =i

a muffer stock. Timor has an ecology and UL,u¢t;c k ofe] y L%i"“ maxes
grudent to nave buffer stock. IT is not a g
that history, xnowing the precar,c“s conditicn of the economy and tnz
procuciion. pattern thers, it 15 obvicusly grudent to have a ouffer stoca.
Tne ICRC saw that, (t.put_the gczse to the Auvstralizn Ccvernwar* which saw
1t. Tne Ihdores*an Governmeat Wi S coooerat*ﬁg with :Ha ICR

Aust i Tt

ysu

.Tam

Even

CALL. zleng the presentation of tne
now ol have besn very ceareful
you szy, {or what :
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gr, - mex

5n who made the allega®i~ns of 5C0, -the Msg

2 zted. He ceuld not sub:tantiate the Tigure. FHe.
never besn there, he sa2id there was ro priest there

‘ no mere. This ¢id not surprise me, I suppose

z2 I had already Learnt that the villzges win

guotad as being in the grip of famine obviously were not. S
possible. that the Msgr believed that his findings can be test discharged BT,
by exaggeration of wars. Now, 50C-pecple-getting killed in any spot - :
in that terrain is a very large enterprise, and ncbedy else. is prepared
to suggest that 500 people were kilied Lﬂcfe.- Now, why should we assume
thers were SGO in what would be a very difiicult ar2a to muste r the
number of people who would produce in aqy cirgumstances 500 fa*a[1t1 s-
Why should we assume it if the perscn who makes the ailegations cannot

" justify it. In other cases when he has mdde allegations one finds that
there 1s nc basis for those allegstions. So if one asseris it was. DDD
surely the per son who 4s the origin of this siory chsuld do somethimg
to justify it. MNobody has been prepared to do so. There is no roo.
¢ ir, for instance there is no monumen? thera. :

L e

Isn't it also guite reasonabte that‘n either cazn cne assume that 30T pes
warz not killed and state it definitively on the basis of the fact zhat
the accuser wasn'i able to prove def‘ﬂ1t1VE~/ that 500 people were kiil
You have.said def imitively that JDD pecple were not “11190- :

Evzrybody else we ment oned it to, ‘and there was 2 considerzble nuzber, i
thought that the allegation was absurd. 'If you saw tais gereral terrain !
yeif would surely believe that it would be a. very Large battis Te produce E
. 5G0 fatalities. This would be a very large confliect. In recent yz2ars 13
" how many military engzgements have there been In the world which groduce ;
500 fatalities? Let's oe sensitle about this. ' T B

w
wdt
.

you speak to the Msgr after your visit to. the sro u"rfe.

There: was no need to. He confirmed the fact that befcre he came to Jakar:ia
he gade it pudblic. He had been told by the Red Cross delegate uiile
jn Dili that there wou.d be 500 and hopefully 100C tonnes of corn zveilalliz.
Ye conTirmed tnat he got this letter in Jcﬁa“ta while observing the

=

_Indonesian episcopal conference, that he hac the letter f“0m T e Austiralian
eniccopal conference. He confirmed that he had seen The President and’
he ahreed that 1000 tonnes of corn will be enoughn.. HNow yare yuL sugges:%ng
) ' £ 1 z EN

X nm T ne

nat I go back a2fter he hz d admitied aill those things and a

oo

i

S
7 And I asksd him about Lacluta and aitso of cou
ere siricken wizh'famin= anc he could not .¢i Y
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ncdad the interview right t'ough and I noticed severs
_ s a statement that hundreds had died throu i=tr
At Now, there was a certain core of truth. Hundreds
year from a form of gasto-enteritis, causec p'ﬂﬂariiy by m
ohtained in areas from which they had come whicth inevitab
‘résistance. I think the Red Cross docter, Dr Willy certiftiec
That is a2 very different situation from the cne we described. o, on
Lacluts, we did get one aquite Tree assessment TPOm an Indonesizn source
+%3t in that exchange 80 people died. There was & surprise attack on
.- rre:1L1n groug, families and supporters by a company of Hansip. There
wzs an exchange of small arms and rifles in which 30 might ?ave died,
40 tc 83, and several women who had aiso been there of course as part
of the family. So I am only guoting what T have been told. Most.peop‘=
we 33kad about that par:1cular jncident thought that the Bishcp wWas
exaggerating ‘z2nd one of his ouWn priests, nct to - be mamed; not engaged 7
and progerly so in the altercaticn over his cun Bishop for whom he had.
-an atfection, nevertheless thought of him 2s 2 man who exagge rated, who
4as by the nzture of his breeding, upbringing and his ecducation totzily
nost Lrwc for For*ugaL, and so with the u1sappearance of the ?orILﬂJESE,
k2 abol .t1on of his own language, culture, ‘social valuses -he felt t
need like many of them do 1o (indistinct). .I hesitate to ascribe (1ﬁd*sh=.gi)
to him but I suspact because when he first wrote (indistinctl. By 1the
~ same tokean I am not saying he wes not concerned for his flock. but it was
'said over and over aca.ﬂ by many pecgcle, and it is on record by, _L"oyeen
_-os=rv=rs, ot just Inconesian obsérvers, that he was pot very ¢i '*g nt S .
sciit the facts which he mentioned. . : . : S
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H
. Thare zre other pecple that you can ask about this. I presume
_prass aonferen:e with the ICRC vesterday you as U
I aresume you asked them abcut that, and I pres t
LoLh you when the arranyements were made and ‘they would ha
in-their view the buffer siock was encugh to meet cdntﬁ;gencﬂ
prcs;ﬂe that that is the case. - You toutﬁ zlso ask L{atholic
‘Services, which is under the US Catholic Conference, and

thev thi k-azﬂuL tne orosneut ot famine
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ne ar ywhere to support the. Aﬁﬁ1ni

cannot Tind fami st

the Sustratizn bishops last No =abar. You can check

with Indonesizn bishops a2nd fird what their a2ssessae

check up with priests in East Tinor- You mention =5 es. . 7
‘cleariy worried me, Why is it that all the negative siorie: one
reacs about East Timor and the Tnaoqes1an Goverrment or Army ateyer
it 1z in rezpect to £ast Timor, they ars aLL likely to be att od to
Cghurch sources. Now, this is hzppening so constentiy that I iven o
a conciusion that most of these stories do in fact come from I3 in

East Timor anc higher. It worries me why this should be the ¢ and
g 4

I am not unauare of the fact that many people will take umbrage at the
fact that I, a separsted brother, may be doubting what & person holding
"oftice for amany yaars in the Cztholic Church may have said. Now, there
may. be — theres are - 1n Austratis, different views among Latholics on
this report.of femine.  There are maybe differences of view. between - .-
Cat?cL1' Relief Services in the United Sitates, which has been very 2ctive
and effective in Timor, and Catholic Seliaf Services in Australia, which

H
[N
is & component of the Australian Council for Oversszs Aid.

I believe the explenations Mr Hastings has given 2bout the ramaining
Fortugusse intluence in East Timor is correct. A great number of zhe
clergy were educated in a Portuguese land. They were the heirs 1o 2
full range of Portuguese culture. In _ suc -a“sqfua*ion there is =z .
crisis of identity for such persons a2nd it is 3 matier of complexity and
' would think

-

distress I zssume to the Msgr-and to many ©

a rt
..1..
(]
-

F (]

ot
et
(%]
1]

i
churcnes will find decreasing value and roles for the' Portug

that from now con the pooulace in their schools and k sorshippare.in

uss2 Languace
and tae Portuguese tradition. Now, one does not have to disparage the
®4riuguess lznguage or traditions to say that. ALL cne i 2ying is thas
ztl cther aspects of that language and tr;d?tiﬁﬂ in the of men

woemsn on e ground have ceparted. The church remains,
atso sheuid ke peinted cut that the Indonesian Bcvernmen
a3 I ¢an g2z no stéps whatever to suppress the Portugue e
is the most pepulous Isiamis country in the world. At ame ti
there i3 no iIsltamic naL1un that is more tolerant of other retigions.
“There are morz Catholics for instance in Ind onesiz tian there are iT
Austrziia, and Timor Timur is on2, not the orily ore, of the Indonesizn
provinces which has 2 majority cf Chr13t:an=. Tne.e is only the smallest
fzndiul of Muziims in East Timor. Thers are various concLuﬂiors as io
the number of Cztholics there. According to the figu
“the Cztholics there have prosoe"ed since Likberatien. Ther‘
“than almost haif the population, zccording to the Bishop,
ztholics. . And the Indonesian. Governﬂen* has cone rcthing
“cbservance of the Catholic religicn cr the proselytisaztion
&nZ catechists. We met several priests end 2 cTatechist. W
church some dispensaries.and.sc.on econductad by the C:z
Caurch itself, where there are nes sirest signs throush
the o re, as.far 2s I can ssze, th tucuese rETes £t
“infro Lg headguarters. - There gnuwant-erectad
fTor th tenzry of the death of Her Neviuator, and con
tha ne streets siiil bezrs the ~ Int
There strest there, Jzlan ¥ar Fat
father LihouT The town.and uo cs
czn s2 ialans; jalan-jaian, @it =3
30, 23 nd it, Indcnesiaz, somauk 5
which giout principles among £ iag :
st ths , isitoierzont to fziths o Is s
in il can s&e it in these villaces of Inconssiz. I taink
there ‘w2 3aw and uwsually visizted in svary cne o7 Th e3
I have . &nd certainly the Fro-Cathadrzl is & L ad
arotre The hoaj te (indistineT), the Im-zrulat T
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1 Pavp understocd from some peo"L= that the Indonesian Govern Wo E
" not-intending to build up bufier stocks. You said that the =r stock - L
will be supolied. If there has been any differénce. has it reconci led j
!

e
[
a1rporL.

ws -spoke to th: uri

nd ir gach case est.
uggzst that all the clergy in Z22t Timer

ut som2 are, and worry about this fact.
feasible ard generous explanetion.

- T . - T
s - -.ﬁ' [N l"-’ - -

about building up the buffer stock of corn?

aqy'differences there. ALL I can say i

Well, I.do nct know of 5 wnat the El

‘Red Cross has tolc me, what the Msgr has agreed that the Red Cross tcoid 1
him and what the Ausirzlian Foreign Minister announced. Also I saw the i

_storehouses in Dild which were said to be zvailzbie for 4it, znd there 4s h
one very “latge riew’ gtorehouse there and there 2re 'a couple-next 1o iz 4"

which iooked in very good cond"'aﬂ It is in & relatively new part of- i

he toun on tha way to the orig is now tnz hekicopter -

inal airposri, which is

You are not aware of any movement egainst'sidckpiting the buffer szc:kf

I'm not aware o7 it. The Australian Foreign Mi=ister made a stztsment :
abcut this some time age. I forget the exazet cavz. 1 i
was- scme suggesticn or fear that this announcemant-mig H
2 reaction to the Bishop's letter which had rezsived publi Sir: '
© Now, I with have to.check io ses- 1f I am correct thers. I just wmenticn :
it to you-so yoq' an check up yourself. -But the arrzngements were macs
‘bv’ﬂ; Selaprzz znd the Foreign A.sa1rs,DcP¢rgmbu_ in Canbarra monilhs agso.
orget exactiy <hat month it was but you probably were told this . SR
ye tarday.  As I understand it Mr Delapraz was in Melbourne s far back "
2s 20 June last year. As I understand 3t, on 20 June 1981 (thiz is tne
note I teok, I will be locking at the transcription of yesigrday's
confarznge z2nd I do not krow if this was mentioned therel, en 20 Juns !
last yzar Mr Delagraz in Melbourne got ths uncertaking of 3IC and then
tzter, maybe as tate as Octokter, the delegate in East Tinor thou;h: that
it would bHe prudent to increase that to 103C. And the Austrzilizn Covernment
did that. I &m neT a supporter of the Austrzlian Govern {wel I
criticise the Sovernment of my country if I can aveid
the country), but on the issue of East Timor I.do not n
eritizise on what the Australian Foreign Minister and e Dep e
Fereign Affa‘rs have dOﬁL. What we have said and what wa have cone in
Ezst Tim mor ‘has my support. o
You szv yolu are an elder statesman. . (culd you plezse teli: uz why youo o 7 -{
czine T Timcr and why at this perticutar vizé and 2150 who you ssw vociy. Ej
yeld tzzesman is parily... as @ mexter :
WE o or g rumcoer in the circuzstances, I don't thinmk :
nave tc be iigubricus on these cccasicns. I Rope I have not ugs
by assuming ‘that factusli description. . I wouid hoga that zny Aus
who “ad'béén?interas:ed in public "have Séen, or who
& long experienie on r g ih
zstin or a ot
lelelely TiE f
shet ther n 2 Very crect
in t e hed the osport
Ly/SE = teke the 5 cay
“ha* '
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g, Ware you invited by CSIS to do ©7is?
i I did rot speak to them directly, and T kngw they wer
I did net speak to the Red Cross directly but when I
So I cn‘t know how all the arrangements wers ctel =
that if I got myself to Indonesis from Australia thst
be the ocgo"*unﬂLy for me to go around East Timor by
got myself From Australiz to here. I got the pilane Tr
' vou zskad ma whom I saw today. AT 7.30 I nad breaxia 3
Uotal with Mr Yusuf Wanandi and H¥r Hari Tjsn. At 2. ensrs \
Parggabean and at 10.30 I met ths Apostolic Pro-Nuncic. At {unch I ues N
the guest of Mr Soedarmono, the Secretary-Ganergl of the Department oF e
' foreigr Affairs. Now I am meeting the Lady and gentlemen of the international 1B
prass. Tonigat Iam be1nc ‘Fgceived by the President: - So-those are the ;
pecole I met to d=y and will be meeting today. ' !
3
B PO *ﬁ'.;;ﬁi SEE SR
Yhat did the Pro—ﬂanC‘o have to say about the Vatican representative’s 1
report? |

&. - what ne told me I will not disclose..

B Pe—
, »

. fan you teill us whether of noT n& wWas sware OF The Ap0sTolic ACmIRISTrEtlor’s
Letter? “ '

L_- The custralizn nmbassadolr and 1 were re ceived by the Fro-dun io I taink !
we had 1 1/2 hours with aim, et least ‘an hour, buz ¥ am not gding 7o . §:
indiczte the subiects thet either of us rziséd or the responss Thecl : H

+ o7 us got ‘v, for instance, wien I meet the President, witl ) B
I hzve orivate hanue*satﬁons, the resatis ¢f .. RS
mments I make mysels, but I will not - ' 'H
a. .
) ng
ge
. at

A. Moy T am not. There 1S nc mysiery sbout that. I-do rot believe 12zt
anytoaoy, having teen received by & di o;cnah pr 2 Tepresentative ot
srother state, the Vatican State, or the heed of state In & €CCoUnIfy L8

’ disclose the subjects diccussad. I am not in 2ny way embarrasssd on the
vestion but I 2@ certain that nobody who is in the positicn of having
h nitd il ezt tha ¢ o ' '




¢ was relayesd te

fhe nessag o .
probability Le abie te go Lar
would take me arcund. :

If your repsri of what you have seen in

rhap what segment of the truth which is ™

on the Timor jssue will be influenceg?

change their minds?

T de net think that it is ever a disadvantage to learn the facts abeut |
any situzticn. I have had the opperzunity. I wish more Austratiens had
the opecrtunity, tut I was one that did 22 rtuni resented

to him znd took.tne apportunity, of seeing i ave iLimitzed
mysal? to what I have seen and whom I nave ' o






