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The Editor
8ydney Morning Herald
Dear Sir,

While we all appreciate news from East Timor,your fore
as an eyewitness account of events in that country was
statement ,but part of an ongoing debate. I refer parti
attack on the integrity of the senior Timorese catholi

Father Lopes,who I rémen:ber as such from my work in Di
relief co-ordinator for the Australian Council for Ove

firnily in the ‘camp' of the Bishop of Dili,himself strongly critical of Fretilin.
I recall we spent some time practicing Bahasa Indonesia.That he is now 2 harsh

critic of the Indonesian presence in his country refle

condition of his coumtrymeri during the past 6 years of Indonesian occupation.It is

hardly a sign of character weakness.
In the eyes of Mr Hastings his shortcomings seem to be

1. He suggested last year that faming was posgible in East Timor wmnless a

rellef campaign was mounted. Mr Hastings himself admit

perenmial risk 6f severs food shortage leading to famine in the first three

months of every year". And in his subsequent article h

apprehension . concerning delaying tactics by the Indonesian government in
permitting Australian food aid to go to East Timor. Mgr Lopes knows very well
Indonesia's use of food as a political ®eapon. How was the priest"mischievous" 2

2. He alleges that th_lféﬁ food shortage is linked with a particular army _
exercise,one in which many Timorese were killed. Mr Hastings mimself reports that thi
operation was "not only clumsy but counterproductive.It resulted in few B :
surrenders and took thousands of ablebodied men away from the urgent meeds of 7

planting and other village duties".

3. He reported "hundreds dying daily"on Atamro
refers also to the use of Atauro to house 3737 people
"many hundreds did die from severe gastro-enteritis”,
this i1s a "very different story from that of the bish

conditions in "resettlement villages" such as Atauro which are as Mp Hastings

tells us an army tactie to separate Fretilin from civi

conditions portrayed contrast strangely with the picture presented by your

reporter of village 1ife in East Timor.

4.  He had not visited the areas on which he reported. This must.be seen in
the light of the strong probability that such an outspoken critic of Indonesian

activity in the commmity would s:neverbe permitted to
forces presence is strongly Anfluential in Indonesian
as strong as in East Timor.Mgr Lopes necessarily relie

information. Is Mr Hastings .suggesting that Timorese priests do not know the

loecal situation?

Overall I can only agree with Mr Hastings that:"Timor!

consclence of the whole people". then is Mr Hasr‘t%ngs so keen to denigrate

their official,and authentlcally Timorese,spokesmant
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tarnk" of General Ali Murtopo's powerful Special Operations Unit ,well known for
its international political machinations.They are always careful in their
preparations for such visits. : o )

It would have been remiss of me not to point out,from my great respect for this
gentle and courageous churchman_that we should examine carefully the way in
which evidence on East Timor had been handleqd on this occasion,an exercise

which can lead to conclusions substantially different from that suggested
by your foreign editor. o . o

Yours faith

R.A Rich
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