Jacarta,19 November 1981,

hgr. J.J. Gerry D,D,
Secretary
Australian Episcepal Conference

Yeur Excellency,

I was indeed very delighted with yeur kind letier addressed te us,
as the aecrtary eof the Australian Bishep's Conference in erder teo
help the people of Esst Timer and te enceurage us in the presenty
circunstances. Therefere many thanks te Yeur Excellency,

I have been here in Jacarta a ceuple of days te attend the Indene-
slan Bisher's Cenference,as an ebserver and net as a full menber of
NAWI,because the Diecese of Dili has been under the Hely See,
through the Nunciature ef Indenesis in Jacarta.

I will do my best te answer your guestiens yeu propesed to me:

1. At present,the secial and pelitical situatien in East Timer is
indeed tragic. With the military eperatien ef cleaning FRETELIN
during July,August and September 1981 many Timerese people were
killed,including the innecent children,the pregnant wemen and the
defencelesc peeple witheut any crime except the willing te be inde
pendent from &ll eppressien. Therefore,the Cathelis Thurch,rvmning
«1l riskxs,had te deneunce te the werld the atrecities commited duri
feur days ef the siege near the fameus reck ef S. Antheny in Laclu-
ta,where more than ITive hundred Timerese weme killed,

2. In my private opinien the suppert we need very much st the pre-
sent mement is meney with which we can get in Dilly seme feed,rice
and corn fer the survivel ef the people, Of ceurse yeou ceuld send
meney te me,tc the Diecese of Dili threugh "The Chase lianhattan Ba
Jacarta, R.,C, K.W.,I N2,665-0-00450-7-179 with the destinatien te ¢
Diecese of Dili. The number is the acceunt ef MAVI.

3. The reactien was negatif and perhaps emetienal in the first me
ment,but afterwards...it will be alse pesitif,

4., Frem Australian Church Agencies we hepe,if pessible,the feoed assi
tance,as well as meney.

5. Absut the answer,it weuld be better to have befere a geed cemnnec
tien with the Central Gevernment in Jacarta.
6. In the case of the expected famine the mest available channels e
cemmunicatien will be by sea with ship frem Australia %o Dil1y.

With my best regards te Yeur Excellency,

I remain Y

P.S5. Please send the letter te me
Threugh the Nunciature ef Jacarta
where I heve been as a guest.

The Funciature will take csre of
my cerrespendence and acﬁzto Dilly.

Thanks ,
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