dccxsnon to send East Timor 1 ,000 tonnes
of com — a- decxs:on rcached a ‘couple -

‘~Interna,tnonal ‘Committee of ‘the «Red:

Cross ‘appeal forsbuffer food stocks ‘for

the area — highlights once.again a pre-,
% Indonesials

carions” food #gituation #

. poorest province :whichaces cach yeur’“"

potential faming’in the ﬁmtxparter “This -

was equally rue-of fess d:smbedronu-wanuibunonm feins
guese times. *-But taking precaimons,

against possible food shortages, perhaps :~

famine, and that the *island is
wrtunlly headl%r famme, and that -
- there are ins

cient food.Istocks to
- prevent it, are two different<things. In _
view .of statements made yesterday by
Mr. Michael Whiteley, national director
of Aygstralian Catholic Relief, it is- proper

to question the-accuracy and motives of °
- his principal source, Monsignor Martinho - '

da Costa Lopes, the Apostolic Adminis-
trator in Dili. 4
~ Monsignor da Costa Lopes is a

Vatican appointment to Dili. The Vatican
does not recognise Indonesia’s-incorpor-
ation of East. Timor. The Administrator

is, moreover, a Portuguese deric of pro- -
nounced - anti-Indonesian views -who is ..

| badly offside -with the Indonesian
Catholic hlerarchy
- Cardinal. He is certainly right to draw

attention to a’ possible Timorese famine -

and equally right to point out that if it
occurs " Indonesians must largely blame
their own counter-productive policies.
There is no doubt that in the recent
operations by Indonesian Army units to
clean up Fretilin. fragments, able-bodied
Timorese males »were sent to locate
_ Fretilin guerillas‘ and, if possible, to
persuade them to surrender, when they
should have been left on the land to
plant:crops. In view of the small numbers
of Fretilin the involvement of Timorese
farmers was pointless — yet another
example of Indonesian overkill. = -
. But “statements % by 3 the . Apostolic
Administrator -and -Australian - Catholic
" Relief about looming famine need more

substance. They are categorically denied -

including  the:

. education and agnculture

somctlnng wlnch cannot‘ibe hﬂx y
mlssed. They- are also: demf i@“"

outlymgareas drelik

reaches the 1sland«in ifficic

" Moreover Indonesia’s ‘Gévernment,” with

<iynemories of he disastrous 1979 famine, -

haxnow w&e capacity to move food
“buik than ier possessed.

- ??Ihe redl poitit- at' issue is that East -

“Timor has .become a running ulcer in
Australian-Indonesian - relations. This is

not-to deny ‘that Indonesians have been
- their

OWn worstzenemy over Timor.. -

- Therewas -their-touchy, nationalist reluc-
. tance to allow international agencies a

slice of the action when it was in their
interests to allow .it. They tend to.cover
‘up Tather than repair the messes made
by bureaucratic bungling. The rights and

. interests of the Timorese have too often

been sacrificed to Jakarta’s - paranoid
preoccupation with an alleged communist
Fretilin threat. But by the same:token

* Jakarta has made enormous .and largely -

unremarked . efforts not” only to repair -

o the damag&s of annexauon but those of .:‘

‘four centuries of Por
‘colonial neglect i<

ese cruelty and -
elds of health,

Austrahans tend to look at Indonesxa s
all too obvious failures and to ignore its
many successes. There is a danger in this,
in Australia’s nagging, relentless criticism -

- -of -the--Timor »affair -over -a -resuit that ..

Australians in any - case increasingly
recognise as having been inevitable once
! Portugal “abdicated rcspons1b1hty Aor ity -

--former -colony." The langer is that what

we may like to think is only a temporary ° -
.estrangement of :‘two -nclghbours ‘may
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