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EAST TIMOR DOSSIER - 1982 : CONTENTS GUIDE

DOCUMENT No.l

This document represents the reflections of East Timorese Religious presented
to the Indonesian Major Superiors meeting in September 1981, This version is
the final form of the statement following meetings in June and July of 1981
between Religious Brothers, Sisters and Priests of East Timor. This final
version went through a number of drafts. It represents a common view.

There are approximately 45 Religious Nuns, Brothers and Priests as well as
Diocesan Priests in East Timor. Most of them work in Education, Health or
Parish duties outside Dili. (Transl. from Indomesian; 4pp)

DOCUMENT No.2

Not infrequently, groups of Timorese meet to exchange information on recent
events and attempt to discern trends. This document is material for such
reflection - that is, a 'working paper'. It is in note form and summarises
the participants' experiences. The topics reflect many of the major concerns
of East Timorese today. Identity of the group not for publication. (Transl.
from Indonesian; 2pp)

DOCUMENT No.3-5

Some East Timorese are anxious that events in East Timor are recorded. Doc-
uments 3-5 represent an attempt by teachers to do this. Students have been
asked to record their experiences while on holidays in various parts of East
Timor. The translations were taken from the original hand-written accounts.

Doc. 3: Describes events in Baucau district in June 1981 - particularly
refers to Operasi Keamanan. (Transl. from Portuguese; Z2pp)

Doc. 4: A graphic account of events in Manatuto area in July 1981 - espec-
ially concerning the killing of some Fretilin members. There appear to be some
internal inconsistencies which we have not attempted to reconcile. The use

of the word "Bapas™ is common amongst East Timorese in referring to Indon-
esians - obviously derived from Bapak {Mister). (Transl. from Portuguese: &4pp)

Doc. 5: Writer clearly separates what he saw from what he was told. Note his
observations of people being rounded up for "“exile" - probably to Atauro.
(Transl. from Portuguese; 2pp)

DOCUMENT No.6

Continuing serious shortages of basic necessities in cluding food is often
lost sight of in debate over the word "famine". In early March, news stories
in Jakarta dailies based on the Whitlam/Hastings and International Red Cross
trips to Timor were headlined "No famine in East Timor" (see for example
Doc.25, page 6). This document outlines estimates of the food situation in
East Timor made by Church personnel for their own information.

DCCUMENT No.7

Compiled by a well-placed East Timorese in Dili from information gathered by
from numerous sources. (Transl. from Portuguese; 3pp)

DOCUMENT No.8

Compiled by author of Doc.7. Recent visits to Atauro by Red Cross and some
journalists, as well as the launching of an emergency food aid program there
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in April 1982 suggest that physical conditions may have changed since Nov-
ember 1981 when this document was compiled. It still offers a graphic account
of why East Timorese are there and what they feel about it. (Transl. from
Portuguese. 2pp)

DOCUMENT No.9

A lengthy essay on events during the months of August-September 1981 — the
height of the major Indonesian offensive last year. It consists of a compil—
ation of eye-witness accounts and general conclusions by the author. The
author is clearly a supporter of the East Timorese resistance - praising
their readiness to surrender rather than shoot their countrymen who have been
forced to participate in army operations by Indonesian commanders. The
document details some horrific events in the Lacluta area. (Transl. from
Portuguese; 12pp)

DOCUMENT No.1l0

Compiled by an East Timorese who spent three years with the resistance until
his surrender im December 1978. Document describes trends in Indonesian treat-
ment of East Timorese over the years and offers hitherto undescribed incidents.
Written in late 1981, (Transl. from Portuguese; 7pp)

DOCUMENT No.11

The Apostolic Administrator of Dili, Mgr Lopes, has been subject to public
criticisu and slander in early 1981. This document provides cogent evidence
of a particular attempt by him to facilitate the cause of justice -~ but

to find his efforts thwarted by senseless murders. It also demonstrates his
style of reporting and concern to have clear records. The incidents described
have been well documented elsewhere. (Transl. from Indomesian; lpp)

DOCUMENT No.1l2

Two statements - one by a Timorese in East Timor and another by an Indonesian
in Jakarta illustrate the sort of reaction of well-placed and informed people
to press reports of the Whitlam/Hastings and International Red Cross visits
to Timor in early 1981. (Dili letter transl., from Portuguese; 4pp)

DOCUMENT No.1l3

Fragments from letters received by East Timorese outside Timor from friends
and relatives. (Transl. from Portuguese; lpp)

DOCUMENT No.14
Provides detail on the location of East Timorese Church personnel. (5pp)

DOCUMENT No.1l5

Provides details of and indicates difficulties. in the Dili Church's school
system. (Transl. from Indonesian; 3pp)

DOCUMENT No.1l6

A compilation of views on Mgr Lopes from people who know him well. Intended
as a background document only. (4pp)

DOCUMENT Nos.17-24

Internal documents of International Red Cross: Sjituation Reports 1-6, a 1979
letter and an annex to an unspecified document. Not included in this dossier.
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DOCUMENT No.25

A selection of press material concerned with the Whitlam/Hastings and Inter-
national Red Cross visits to East Timor in early 1982. Consists of a summary
of Indonesian-language press accounts of ICRC press conference (1-2), Reuters
and Associated Press reports of same conference (3-5), one English-language
press account (6) and a transcript of Gough Whitlam's press conference in
Jakarta at the CSIS building on 5 March 1981 (7-20)

DOCUMENT No.26

Consists of notes of interviews conducted in Indonesia during March 1982, East
Timorese and concerned Indonesians were among the informants. The interviews
were aimed at accumulating data on the current situation in Timor as well as
allowing the informants to 'describe their own reality'. These records of
interview are not verbatim but they are faithful portrayals of the content

of the conversations. Most interviews were conducted in Indonesian and
recorded in English, (50 pages)

The following is a guide to toples covered in the interviews:

Interview Page
A. Humaniterian Aid Program - Origins 26/1
- Funding
- 1982 Program 2
Food Situation
Other Impressions - Military
- Government Programs 3
- Bakin
~ Indonesian Attitudes
B. Humaniterian Situation 4
Human Contact and Right to Free Communication
Military Operations and Resistance 5
Report on the Church
c. aid 6
Abuse of Population - Operasi Keamanan

- Sexual Abuse
- Atrocities

The Church - Apostolic Admin.
- Clergy 7
- Indonesian Bishops
~ Vatican
= Papal Nuncio

Students from Timor - Status 8
- Views

Information/ International Support

D. Comments on WHitlam - Food Situation 9

— Church

Provincial Government o - Governor
- Vice Govenor 10

- Indonesian officials
Timorese Attitudes
Public Information re East Timor 12
Govenor of East Timor
More about Whitlam

Economic Situation : - Prices 13
- Agricultural
- P.T. Denck 14

- Local Trading
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(Guide to contents of Doc.26 continued....)
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DOCUMENT Mo, 1

REFLECTIONS OF THE EAST TIMORESE RELIGIOUS
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE 1981 MASRI SESSION

Introduction

We do not intend giving an analysis of the East Timor problem, but only to
reflect together on the faith of the East Timorese people in the actual situation.
An analysis of that problem has already been put forward in SEM April 1980. We
realise that in analysing the problem as such we would not be speaking from

heart to heart, our communications would still be shallow. Consequently there
easily arises misunderstandings which were not desired, or which give the
impression that we are always complaining or begging. It is indeed true that

the East Timorese church has many needs which cannot be fulfilled by whatever
means, even by the Indonesian church itself.

Before this, it seems that there is a need for a good relationship, mutual
understanding in the faith given to us by God. Because of this we felt attracted
by the invitation from the Board of MASRI to take part in the General Session

of MASRI from the 8th to the 18th of September 1981 in the Klender Retreat House,
East Jakarta. We were also very much interested in the main theme of the meeting
this year which can be summarised as 'The Religious Community in its service to
the Faithful'.

In connection with this main theme we organised a reflection together, aware and
convinced that only in reflection could we communicate with each other.

We also recognise that a sincere communication demands a long process because
of the widely varying backgrounds, despite many similarities in community and
faith. Our communication will be successful based on deep reflections from all
of us, both in our own groups as well as together, specifically concerning the
main theme of MASRI this year.

Our dialogue was successful, and on that basis our cooperation in an atmosphere
of togetherness will certainly develop without unnecessary misunderstandings,
and will become a positive contribution to the Indonesian religious as well as
to the religious of East Timor although there are differences in the history
of the church and its government.

We must all realise that the Indonesian National Army which liberated Indonesia
from the colonial power in an astonishing manner will never liberate the people
of East Timor from their colonial situation towards autonomy and national inde-
pendence because its situation and reality are very different.

That which has taken place during these five years is most significantly: invasion,
war, looting, the destruction of the indigenous population, territorial subjection,
colonial exploitation, the expulsion of the indigenous population who are re-
placed by people from other islands, military occupation, attempts for mass
mobilisation of people (from 12 to 55 years) to make war on each othex. Actually
the wish and desire of the East Timorese people from the beginning has been the
right to determine their own fate and not mass murders such as have been done

by their neighbours.

In this reflection we seek a similar understanding of human and spiritual
standards rooted in our faith towards God. A reflection and all the experiences
of the East Timorese people will bring us, the religious, closer to those people
and will deepen the missionary spirit in the service of the faith towards the
community. We hope that this seed of faith, which is strong and beautiful, can
help the people overcome all the difficulties which now disturb them.

The missionary spirit which is deeply felt by the religious in and service to the
East Timorese people, is still difficult to formulate, and possibly more difficult
to communicate in this session to be later experienced, because it is a new
element which can only be found and felt by experiencing the concrete situation

of the people.

1-1
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1. The Situation and Emotional Environment of the People of East Timor.

The people of East Timor are suffering. They feel themselves misunderstecod,
although knowing what is happening and aware that they are being humuliated.
But they remain in a position which is very clear concerning their ideals. 1In
the midst of all of this their faith stands firm and is strencthened although
it is not always able to be expressed in words, but is seen with the eyes of
faith by the religious who accompany the people.

The East Timorese religious feel solidarity with the people and because of that
feel obliged to express the people's experience of faith. This is even more so
because they are in the midst of the people, in a position which helps to under-
stand and formulate better the faith or the people, particularly because they
know the language standards and heart of the people.

That which was not hoped for has truly happened; the people's way of life has

been turned upside down and the basis of the community life has been destroyed.
Masses of the population have been forced to shift in large numbers to places

far away and unknown. This has already happened several times and in the last
few months thousands of East Timorese have been exiled from their own homeland.
Consequently, apart from them having lost all their possessions there is alien-
ation and disintegration of families. There are continually new orders from

above on 'security' which actually destroys and confuses the people. People who
have been concentrated in (certain) areas and who live in dire poverty, in an
atmosphere of false peace, have been forced to accompany the army to the mountains.
A few months ago some villages were noted which were entirely empty of male
inhabitants because all of the male work force was forced to leave their families,
houses, fields, and work just to accompany the Indonesian army morning and night
for months on end without any medical care and food at all. They were aged 12

to 55.

The sericusness of the health and the rebellious mood of those who return to
their huts can no longer be denied.

In the meantime those who remain at home are the mothers, wives, daughters and
older people who live out their faith and sadness in continual prayer.

The people are now experiencing oppression without end, their rights are not
acknowledged. The people do not have a voice, and even live in fear. Indeed
the pecople live in a situation of continual war, and thus must be silent, and
submissive. The produce of their soil is seized, such as coffee, teak, cattle
and even their property rights themselves. The army monopolises everything.
Confronted by this situation the people do not get an explanation for any of it.
Thus they suffer more and feel their faith more.

The people are aware that their faith comes from God whose Word takes the form

of social justice. This justice derives from the justice of God in His relations
with His people. This justice must be built by the people themselves based on
faith and cooperation with God and one's fellow man who are still the sacrifices
to oppression. For us living the faith without serious endeavours for the
building of social justice is the same as making faith merely foreign and mystical.
Creating justice together with the present Indonesian government is not possible,
or not yet, although the people desire justice greatly. A faith which illumines
the minds of the people cannot develop in a Christian action, because social
justice has not yet come into being. There is as yet no way out from the
oppression from above. Because of that we, the religious, must always be alert
and thoughtful that the faith of the people is not trodden on.

Becoming in accord with faith means always finding new forms of endeavour. It
means that justice is not something which is individual or the concern of the
government.

1-2)
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2. Basic Groups

While these events have been happening the people have developed in their
efforts to become the community of God. Certainly there were such efforts
earlier, but it is now more realised and strengthened because the need is felt
to unite in the faith. Often we hear 'only God can make us safe'. This means:
the certainty of religious standards faced with the facts of the destruction.

Signs of this sort can be felt in groups of teachers, catechists, the basic groups
which consider the efforts of the pastor in social and economic activities in
various villages although with many difficulties and dangers. The same thing.

is experienced in clerical communities which serve the believers. Also becoming
clearer is the simplicity and beauty of the faith which gives life to the calling
~of the community and of the religious.

We now face an endeavour to build, and find again that which was lost with a
loving spirit in the field of housing, food, health, education, clothing, technical
skills, agriculture, animal husbandry and trade. Because five years of war have
truly damaged and destroyed completely all the existing types of infrastructure.
That which is described above is indeed very difficult for the people themselves

to do because they still face many robberies, burning off houses, difficulties

in travel and more, because of intimidation and terror. We are very concerned
that a consequence of all these military operations and population movements in
the last few months will be the food and health situation becoming more seriocus

as well as a rise in the numbers of those lost or killed.

There have already been positive initiatives from missionaries and the religious,
with charitable contributions from MAWI and other organisations to consider
variocus kinds of difficulties and needs. We are aware that these efforts cannot
be realised without participation from the basic groups.

3. Our Faith and Hopes for a Mutual Understanding and Cooperation with the
Community and Religious of Indonesia. :

Our connections with the Universal Church with the religious and the wider
world were suddenly cut off. We are the religious of East Timor who still
together with the people were suddenly thrown into emptiness and alienation
for six years until we became the dumb Church of East Timor.

Now we are more aware of the faith, that this experience was very useful because
our faith was deepened and more felt in life as a gift from God. This faith says
that we are still one with the universal Christian Church. It is precisely the
dimensions of that universal faith which are being felt and deepened.

We are aware that we were 'persuaded' have relations with the Indonesian Church
which is the nearest Church and which is authorised by the Government and Army
to straight away create relations with us. We hope that this 'persuasion’
developes as a factor in an honest meaning, both from our side, the East Timorese
religious as well as from the Indonesian religious, all based on a faith which
will help us become one religious fellowship in the Church.

It was just with this aim that we wrote these reflections. Only based on honesty,
sincerity and openness without prejudice and underhand behaviour can we build
the Christian Church upholding the dignity of our people. We cannot put to one
side or consider unimportant the misunderstandings and great difficulties which
are a consequence of the actions of the government against the people, against
the religious, the faithful and the Bishop.

These wounds must be healed via a long process from the two sides on the basis
of sincerity in faith, hope and love.

We must also acknowledge that we do not yet understand why the Indonesian Church
and the Central Roman Church have up till now not stated openly and officially
their solidarity with the Church, people and religious of East Timor. Perhaps
this has been the heaviest blow for us. Seeing the extent of the tragedy of the
East Timorese people which has been going on for six years with a nuwber of

victims more than 200,000 people, otherwise known as an incident already well
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known throughout the world we felt stunned by this silence which seemed to allow
us to die deserted. Because of that we organised this dialogue with a sincerity
of heart, hoping that we could be understood or, if needs be, forgiven, in the
faith.

We also realise that the Indones_.an Church suffers too, extreme actions from the
Government or from other groups who oppose us. It is this fact that gives us
hope that step by step we will achieve mutual understanding in the same faith.
This faith will grow, supporting and healing the wounds if we reflect together
on all the evil and the tragedy which befell our people.

Based on a faith which grows from togetherness our cooperation tco will develop.

We are convinced in faith that all things are possible if we are all loyal to

the faith of the community which has an understanding and impression of Pancasila
which is wrong, because the army which represents Pancasila acts against Pancasila
itself.

Certainly we all need to listen to and put into practice the language of faith
and the language of the hearts of the community/people. If we do not it is we
who will lose the faith, and as a consequence all of our spirituality and service
will also lose its meaning. Not recognising and valuing the faith of the people
is an injustice on the part of the religious towards the faith of the community.
It is the same injustice as wanting to destroy or replace the indigencus cultural
standards which have been fostered for centuries in the name of assimilation
which for the people of East Timor is merely something which is forced on them.
This only demonstrates an excessive ignorance of the history and Christian
traditions of the people of East Timor. It is also a challenge and a test for
us, the religious, the bloody echo of B0,000 catholic martyrs who fell in these
last five years in East Timor. The Church which lives is only the church which
puts into practice the faith of its people and is able to express that which they
experience, feel, live and suffer.

4. Our Contribution to the Dialogue on 'The Religious Community in its Service
to the Faithful'.

We feel delighted to be able to seek together a base and a root of faith which
at the same time is a base and root for the union of our communities in one Church.
The theme of MASRI this year also pleases us greatly because we have for a while
now already tried it and beqgun to put it into practice in our small communities,
and in the basic groups of the community. Our faith as religious is being deeply
tested, but we are not afraid because that faith says that the self indeed must
be tested in accord with the mystery of salvation, that is that on the cross is
found salvation.

This faith which was raised up by God amidst the people, we wish to share with
the superiors of the religious societies and congregations in Indonesia. From
this dialogque and sharing will emerge new supports for our faith.

We hope that this our communication, can be useful for the religious who are
chosen or sent to serve the community in East Timor. And for the fields of
labour which we are unable, or have no opportunity to tackle, you tackle them.
For our brothers whom we cannot save, whom we cannot reach, it is you who must
stretch out your hand and save them as the man of Samaria.of good heart did for
the sick men, for the prisoners, for the exiles, and for those whose hate is not
know ...

AMDGVM

31st July 1981
The Feast of Saint Ignatius Loyola
Founder of the Society of Jesus.

(1-4)
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Composed by a group of Timorese

DOCUMENT No. 2

Materials for reflection on the situation in East Timor.

1. The situation of the People

a) Hunger. People are forced to live in several areas where there are
few plants or possessions. Because of that many people die every day,
despite the CRS aid. CRS is still very much needed. The Indonesian armed
forces {ABRI) impede the medical and food aid which is needed by the people.

b} The Distress and Loathing of the People. The injustice, oppression
and all the shortcomings in humanitarianism of the army distress the people
greatly, and give rise to a popular sentiment or loathing towards the
Indonesians.

Incidenté:— Foodstuffs which should be handed over to the people are sold
by the local military command, and often medicines are also sold in the
shops at high prices.

- The army falsifies the Fretilin attacks to carry out mass murders.

- Houses are burnt to the ground, possessions seized and many
people are imprisoned without knowing their absence.

- Prisconers: at night prisoners are first tortured, then killed.

- Women are taken at night from their families then carried away
to be raped.

- In prison men and women are severely beaten.
- Not given food.
Given electric shocks.

- Women's clothes are removed, then they are burnt with cigarettes
on the breasts and genitals if they do not allow themselves to be raped.

- Men and women are ordered together to take off their clothes
and are forced to perform the sexual act.

- Small children are smashed against walls and posts.

-~ Prisoners, having been tortured for several months are returned
to their homes without knowing their offence.

- Many families are banished to far places.

¢) 1Is there a plan for the extermination of the people?

- Slowly the youth are being wiped out.

- There are stories that ten thousand Timorese will be killed
in the near future.

- The total population of the Turiskai area before 1975 was
12,000 and is now 3,000.

= The total population of the Maubisi region before 1975 was
24,000 and is now 11,000.

-~ The total population of the Zumalai region before 1975 was
11,000 and is now 6,000.

- The total population of the Dare region before 1975 was
13,000 and is now 3,000.

It is the same in other areas.

d) Becoming Indonesian Citizens

— All the people are forced (there is no other alternative) to
hold Indonesian citizenship.

e) Apparently there is no law

- Crime, and all offences are neither tried nor punished. Only
those who have weapons can and may do anything.

Incidents:- In the Dare area last June,3 men and 2 women and 1 child were
shot, without being charged, in front of the people.
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- In the Lakle area last July, 4 men were killed in front of
the people.

~ Privately owned land is stolen.

- private goods belonging to the house are taken away and
broken.

-~ The wives of prisoners are raped.

- women aged twenty and below are raped, and there are even girls
aged between ten and twelve who are wickedly raped until torn by knives.
- There is not enough expenditure on transporation.

- Houses have been burnt to the ground.
- The stronger make their own justice.

f) The people do not feel respected.

The_government hospital:

- For several months has not had enough water.

- There is a shortage of medicines for those who are hospitalised.
Often families of sick people go down to the city and buy the needed
medicines.

- There is a shortage of ambulances. There is only one ambulance
for the needs of the hospital, but it can only get 6 litres of petrol a
day. But besides that ambulance there are other ambulances which are seen
travelling continuously, their aim is not known.

~ People who are suffering and need to be hospitalised would
rather die at home than be admitted to the hospital. For example in the
whole regency of Ainaro, which has an extensive area, there were only five
people in the hospital last August. In other areas the situation is
exactly the same.

- In some areas there are poly clinics which do not have one
aspirin tablet.

-~ In the hospitals there are cases of forced sterilisation of
women .

-'Pips' and ‘'Travel papers' are a motivation to impoverish the
people. There is a saying amongst the army people: 'It's a pity that those
who got here first carried off everything, and now there's nothing at all
left for us.'

2. The situation of the Catholic Community

It may be said that the East Timoxr region is a Catholic region: most of
the people are Catholic, those who are not yet baptised are very close

to receiving that sacrament. Because of that the atmosphere in general
is Catholic.

a) The Danger of the Introduction of Islam.

-Before Indonesia entered (E Timor) in 1975 there was a slogan:
'Tndonesia must enter to free the people of Timor from the danger of
"communism"'. In the present situation there is another danger, that is
that the people can become Muslim.

Consequences:— There is a move from the Islamic side to compell the pecple
to convert to Islam.

- Many Muslim teachers have begun to flood in, and have begun to
teach in the schools. )

- Gradually the standard of morality has begun to drop.

- The introduction of bad customs.

—~ Mosques have been begun, or there are plans to puild them, in
several areas. This matter gives rise to unpleasant feelings amid the
Catheolic ommunity.

b) We feel that is is very important to begin a program of inculcating
Christian teachings among the people of Timor, relevant to their own culture,

their own customs and traditions, and their own language.
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DOCUMENT No.3

REPORT ABOUT MY HOLIDAYS

On the 9th June 1981 we departed to Baucau to spend our school holidays of
1980-81. We travelled by 'bis kota' (passenger bus}. Our journey was very
good as nothing happened on the way. We left Dili at 9 am and arrived in
Baucau at 2 pm.

I stayed in Baucau from 10th June to 20th June 1981. During these days of my
stay I found that the atmosphere was different from the previous time as there
was a lot more military cars, tanks, soldiers and civilian people; also around
the church and in every corner there are army tents. It is sad to see such an
atmosphere which frightens the people pervading the village.

29th June: At 8 am there was a Fretilin attack 25 km from the village of Laga.
In this assault the nationalist forces didn't suffer any casualties and the
Indonesian forces lost two Hansips and one T.B.O. (Tenaga Bantuan Operasi -
"auxiliaries”). Their weapons were all taken by Fretilin. As the Bapaks
heard the noise of the shooting they all ran away instead of xeinforcing the
Hansips and protecting them.

29th June: They started to enlist boys, men and old men to go to Raumoco
bacause the people of Lospalos had arrived in Raumoco and didn't have suffic-
ient forces to control the area, so they had to request aid from Baucau.

Thus in Baucau the military and chiefs of sucos started to collect and enlist
people from 29.6.81. When they started to enlist the people, there was a person
who said: "They are going to exterminate all of us. That's why they are doing
these things, because the Fretilin in the bush are decreasing. That's why

they take all these opportunities to kill the people by sending them to the
bush without weapons in their hands and also without food, so that they could
carry all the valuable things they come across throughout the country. This

is the plan of the Indonesian government to operate within East Timor."

In other parts of the world when there is war the civilian people never take
part in military battle but in Indonesia the civilians are forced to take part.
One of the things we discovered is their weakest part is that the armed forces
are getting nowhere so they have to force the people to go into the bush to see
if they could overcome the resistance. In this way they only create hatred
among the people.

lst July 1981: Today in the centre of the eastern part of the island they
begin a new campaign with the corrupt Indonesians forcing the oppressed people
in Baucau. Some people escaped from the enlistments but in administrative
posts like Quelicai, Laga, Baguia, Venilale and Vemasse none could escape. All
the people including boys of 8 years old upwards had to go to the bush., Every-
where you see mothers begging for their children and their husbands, also
children without parents. Almost in every corner you see people suffering
because of Javanese actions. With their threats people are humiliated and
offended. Nobody can say anything bad against them as they are considered men
of corruption and the biggest enemy that the people of East Timor have ever
encountered till now. In evidence, people see clearly their methods of ex-—
ploitation and robbery of people's possessions. As I witnessed these things in
Baucau, someone said: "For me I prefer a European colonialism to the colonial-
ism of the Third World." They talk a lot about God's woeds and they use it

to exploit and tob people bacause their God also does the same to the poor
people. During their deceits the people don't know, but that doesn't mean

they are ignorant. The people have experienced suffering and exploitations
from man to man such as politically and mentally, the right for self-deter-
mination etc.
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The smallesterror that the Javanese commit here in Timor is known by even the
monkeys on Mt. Matabian. The people may be illiterate or blind but they are
conscicus and feel that they have been robbed. The Javanese are morally and
spiritually corrupt people who only act on their instincts, maybe because they
were created without reasoning and conscience, without moral beauty and human
feelings. With their actions, people felt lost and submerged in the middle of
this terrible infernal ocean.

The Timorese are the people who are suffering and their hope is dying, but
they know the consolation will come as it did with the Germans and Japanese
when they were reduced to ash during the second world war. Timor also hopes
to recover but the question is when ? All is in the plan of God; this is how
the Lord wanted it to be, in the other way this is how the Lord will recover.

The actual problem that the people in the centre-east are facing at present is
extreme misery because of the campaign that is reigning in that region. Men
and children are forced to the bush and that prevents them from growing food.
People are suffering starvation, sickness, malnutrition and death. It is im-
possible for a man at war to go without food as it is his first necessity.
Without food, even if you have planes, boats, cannons and all the war
materials they cannot move because the men are too weak.

How can the people live when in their own houses there is no food and above
that they have to take food with them to the bush. In Laga, Quelicai, Seical,
Vemasse, Laleia it is the period of the rice and corn harvest. These crops are
going to be wasted and be eaten by rats and other animals as there are no

men to harvest them. This year and last year the people of Baguia went

through terrible starvation because the bapaks prohibited them from harvesting
the rice and corn. The crops were destroyed and eaten by animals. This year
1981~-82 the starvation is going to be in all the areas mentioned above because
pecple are forced to go into the bush and there is no-one to prepare the land
for cultivation. This time will be another extermination of the people.

(3-2)
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DOCUMENT No. 4

THE ACTUAL SITUATION IN TIMOR (LACLO AND MANATUTO)

This is a description of my suffering during the months July and August 1981,
starting from 13th July until 15th August 1981 in Manatuto and Laclo.

On the first day that I arrived in Manatuto at 4.30 on 13th July, the big
shock and sadness was for me to see two civilian men carrying three heads
of our brothers from the bush that the people of Fatokona (Laclo) killed

by mandate of BAPAS (Indonesian armed forces). Accompanying these two men
was an Indonesian army man with a revolver and a knife. They took the

heads to bury in the cemetery located 70 to 89 metres from the Manatuto
church. The heads were in a bag which was thrown into a hole without cover-
ing them with a cloth or anything.

Oon the 20th August 1981, the Bapas collected half of Manatuto’s actual pop-
ulation starting from boys of nine years old to adults of 55 with the ex-
ception of women. A lot of the pupils also went to the bush losing time
from their studies. These people that went only took with them a little
bit of corn that the Bapas had given to them to eat in the bush. For their
defence they took with them arrows, swords and spears. They went to Mt.
Matabian near to Baucau. After two days there was a message from Baucau
saying that the people of Manatuto are suffering as some could not not
resist the cold weather and became ill. Others every day ate dry roasted
corn because they were prohibited by the army to cook food, so they got
diarrhoea and gastric stomachs. Those that got sick were sent back by the
army to their own homes to get treatment. When they recovered physically,
they had to return to the bush for the operation. All of the orders were
given by TRIPIDA (an organisation of Keéramil. iy other words, a joint or-
ganisation of Kdramil, Kodin, Bupati, Kasidim and Dandim) .

In the pre-invasion years, there was a lot of rice. The military starve
people to death by collecting all the men and taking them to the bush: in
consequence, there were no men to work in the rice fields, that's why most
of the rice production was wasted. One of the big families of Manatuto,
the Bonaparte family, was killed almost completely. At present only three
are left, the mother and two sisters. The father was captured on 10th June
1980 and now nobody knows his whereabouts. The rest of the family was
eliminated. One of the brothers died in Fatokona as he was killed by the
people of Fatokona. People themselves never wanted to commit such crimes
but they were forced by the army to do so: thus they chopped off biogo
Bonaparte's head and brought it to Manatuto.

The actual situation in Laclo is a big tragedy. The biggest tragedy that
is happening at the moment is a crisis of killings and starvation.

On 7th July 1981, eight of our brothers came from the bush (the Indonesians
called them "Fretilin communists”) to Laclo in a region called Fatokona,
that is situated about 25 km from the village. The group that came was
commanded by Diogo Bonaparte of Manatuto, a brave man in his thirties. wWhen
they arrived at Fatokona, they were welcomed by the local people because
they did no haxm to anyone and they were fed. After the meal Diogo got up
and started talking to the people while some of his wen stood guard out-
side. Meanwhile some people went secretly to tell the bapas, but before
those people could reach the army camp, the men guarding outside found out.
They went inside and told Diogo to get out of the house. As he was about
to go, he was met by a sword and was cut on the arm. Others attacked two
men who were with Diogo, and killed an 18-year-old boy who was about to
come through the door. The last three men were killed and Diogo was able
to escape with some of his men. Those who weren't captured didn't react
against the people but said: "We came here as brothers and comrades but
you treated us like enemies, so your names and the name of your region
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Fatokona will now be reported to the central committee.”

So they left that place with Diogo wounded on the arm. The people chopped
off the heads of the three that died and brought them to the wvillage to
present them to the bapas. When they were presented the bapas started

to incite the people to shout "Viva" saying: "Viva Aco Wain" (meaning

We are brave). So they shouted and those in their houses heard and they
all came to join the group shouting "Aco Wain" - from the children to

the old.

These were the heads of our brothers from the bush that I saw with my own
eyes on that day, the 4th July. After two weeks, our brothers returned from
the bush to one region called Fahi Lakor, about 50 km from Laclo. ‘This time
ten men came commanded by Dioge Bonaparte, the same commander who had recently
come to Fatokona. During two weeks in the bush, his would had healed. When
they arrived in that region, the people welcomed and fed them with tapioca
and raost corm. After the meal Diogo started to talk. Meanwhile a man
called Rukim Tetamiga, chief of that region, secretly told two women to go
and tell bapas. He gave the women Indonesian flags and sent them to tell
bapas that Fretilin was in the region. When the two women left the house,
Diogo’s men didn't know about it. Diogo, still talking, repeated his words
in Fatokona: "The name of the region will be remembered by the committee,
and at present we won't do any harm to anybody because we are waiting for
orders. When we get the orders, then we will commence action.”

After half an hour Diogo heard a strange noise outside and he immediately
asked the people what was going on. They told him it was children making

the noise. He stopped talking and realised that the noise was approaching.
His men started to call out to him, so he picked up his weapons and ran out-
side. When he ran cut he forgot his spear - he had been carrying a G-3

with ten ammunition belts, one pistol with bullets, two knives and finally

a spear. When he jumped outside in about three steps, the Rukim Tetamiga
picked up the spear and speared him right through the chest. He fell to the
ground. At the same time, the people attacked Diogo's men who were outside
and killed two of them with arrows. When the resto of Diogo's men saw their
commander and two of their colleagues fall, they started to run away and did
not react against the pecople. At the time of their attack when the bapas
were approaching, two of them ran towards the bapas so they were found and
killed; the rest got away. Five were killed including Diogo; the bapas
ordered the people to decapitate them and take the heads to the village. When
they arrived, the bapas incited the people to shout "Aco Wain". After that,
they brought the heads to Manatuto for our Dandim to see. When our Dandim
and his soldiers saw the heads, they joked - some of them even put cigarettes
in the mouths of the dead heads and said: "Smoke. Don't you like cigarettes 2"
while others did more jokes. Meanwhile some of the civilian people saw the
heads. They recognised that one was of Diogo Bonaparte, so the bapas ordered
his mother called. When she arrived she recognised that it was her son's
head, but because she was so frightened of the bapas, she denied it was her
son.

After this, there was a lot of confusion between the bapas and the people of
Fahi-Lakor who had killed bDiogo and four of his men. It had been said by
Dandim (military supreme chief for each administration) that anyone who killed
Diogo was one of the strongest commenaders and warriors in the Laclo zone....

The situation of the people as I see it with my own eyes is that at this moment
the people are in a maximum of misery. In mentioning foods - every day we see
people carrying 'akar' (food known as sago) up and down the mountains so that
it can be prepared for food to eat. So this is the people's basic food. That
doesn't mean that people don't have any other food. Before the war, people

of Laclo were among those who always worked in the ricefields, the production
of rice used to be a major activity. On top of that, they also had planta-
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tions such as coconuts, and cornfields. At the moment, almost all of the
ricefields and cornfields are incultivable. It is not that people are too
lazy, but that they are prohibited by the bapas to go to the fields, or to
go to their property to work and grow food for themselves. To prepare the
akar takes a long time: in my two week stay in Laclo people pound the akar
day and night. It is a continuous and intense work. At night, one hears
almost every household pounding the akar. Four .or more people pound in one
pilao (pestle) depending on its size. This is how they do their daily
living, though some go secretly to their field to pick some tapioca or
anything the field has. At the present time, the rice fileds close to the
village are cultivated by 4% of the people. The other rice fields cannot be
cultivated because they are too distant from the village. As well, the
bapas have burned most of them because they fear that Fretilin could hide
in them. The government hasn't given any help to the people from 1975 to
the present. The aid given to the people from 1976 to 1978 was given by
C.R.S. as I was told the Indonesian goverment has given nothing to the
people. That's why at present people are living in misery. Their houses
are built by the people themselves: all the house is covered by palm
leaves - it's well done in Timorese style, or it's better to say the style
of the people.

About a bed for sleeping - don't think of it ! People have only 'hadak' -
this it like a bed with four legs and covered with palapas. Hadak is used
to have meals on, to put things on, to sleep on, etc.

People don't even have sufficient clothes to cover themselves. I have seen
people wearing the same cloth for a week - when it gets very dirty, they
take it to wash but without scap because they don't have money to buy some.
Most of them wear torn, dirty clothes.

Children that go to school don't even have a pencil or exercise book to write
in. They may get an exercise book and pencil which will have to last for a
year. There are no tables in the schools - the children have to sit on the
floor and write on the floor. It's very difficult for children who are only
just starting primary school. First it's very hard for them to learn writing,
and there's nothing to help them.

At this present moment, the serious and most uxgent problem for the pecople of
Laclo is medical assistance to the poor and sick. Since C.R.S. withdrew its
assistance to those people there have been deaths daily among either children
or adults; lately there have been more deaths in men because of lack of med-
icines and good nutrition. At present there is no medicine to be able to
help the people. The mission in Manatuto is the one which is giving medical
assistance to these people. They go there (to Laclo) tWO OF three times a
month to consult and treat the sick people. The government have done nothing
and don't have anything to help the people. During the time I stayed there,
I visited all the houses all around the churches. In one I found a woman
aged 45 who was suffering cancer of the foot for about three months. Her
foot at first swelled up and stayed like this for two montis. Then she was
visited and got some injections, but they didn't do any good. She hung on
jike that for three months as the swelling increased. She went back to the
mission but the swelling didn't go down - it went completely black, like
carbon. As she couldn't resist it any longer she asked some of her family

to get some water and wash the feet of Our Lady's statue in it, then sent

it to the priest to bless it. After the blessing she told her family:

"Every day wash my foot with this water, maybe Our Lady will bé compassionate
and will cure my foot." In fact, it was true - after w week she felt better.
But one day a student nurse came to her house. He had only started work in
the pharmacy. He knew the lady’s situation #° he went there to give her an
injection, which he said was to cure the wound. After two days, she began
to feel very bad, breathing weakly and running a fever. On Tuesday I was
told that she was about to die, but God didn't call her yet. She couldn't
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eat anything, so she got weaker and weaker, finally dying the following week.
In fact, this case and many others show us clearly the size of the suffering
and misery which the people of Timor are enduring.

On the 1l4th August 1981 (Friday) at 9.30 in the morning all men in Laclo went
to the bush under orders from their Camat (administrator of the area). This
order was given by Tripida. The camat who went with the people was Inacia
Fernandes, the brother of Father Fernandes. The bapas ordered the boys from
nine years old upwards to old men of 55 into the bush. It was said by Tripida
that the operation was for ten days, so people had to take the necessary amount
of food. But, up till now (30th August) the people still have not returned
from the bush, and certainly the food they took with them was for ten days
only - they are beliewved to be starving in the bush. The foods that they

tock were roasted corn, ground and mixed with some sugar, and a little bit of
rice they got from the market by exchanging with akar. People that went to
the bush were unarmed, except the camat who carried a G-3 gun and a pistol.
The people only had arrows, swords and spears. There were 600 men. The
purpose of the operation was to fight the Fretilin, I was told by one bapak,
in the area of RAileu, Remexio, Besi~Lau and Lequidce. Before their depart-
ure, the people and the camat went to the church to pray for protection. In
the middle of the week came a notice saying that the camat had fallen off his
horse and dislocated his right leg. The place where he fell was near the
Aileu-Remexio border. After two days he was brought back to Laclo by heli-
copter, but he finally had to be taken to Dili for treatment.

These are the sufferings and miseries that the people of Laclo are enduring.

DPili, 30th August 1981.

(4-4)
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DOCUMENT No.5

BAUCAU - EXCERPTS FROM A DIARY.

Nearly all day one could see mobilizations of troops, tanks, amphibious
vehicles, war planes, military trucks full of people going to war in the bush,
training Timorese men to go to the bush to kill their brothers. Above this
there was also bombardments of cannons and grenades in the zone of Mata-bian.
In the face of these acts of the Javanese one can see that the people always
were very sad and frightened.

2nd July 198l: I saw a convoy of trucks coming from Vigqueque, full of poor
and oppressed people who were destined for exile to the island of Atauro. In
the trucks one could see also that there were very old people who could not
work anymore and also children and the sick.

7th July: When I was ready to go to Baguia, I saw another convoy of trucks
passing in front of the Baucau church. This convoy came from Vigueque and
they brought people from Uato-lari, Ossu, Lacluta, and also people of Vigueque,
of the zones of Beaco. The trucks were going in the direction of Laga,

because it was in Laga that the people were put in boats like animals to be
exiled. According to concrete information, those people were exiled without
any fault at all. But they were exiled because some still had families in the
bush and others because they were suspected.

13th July: When I was returning from Uato~carabou, and passing near Laga I
saw a sea of people under trees and old houses, accompanied by Hansips and
Indonesians, waiting to be exiled. But as the boat did not come soon, the
people would wait there, waiting for the boats in Laga. Many of them caught
diseases, famine; they suffered deprivations etc. because they could only
receive corn already rotten and full of insects. The sick could not eat be-
cause the food was badly prepared, as they cooked only with dry leaves that
they found on the ground, because they did not have a licence to take good
wood to cook. In that way the majority of them besides catching other dis-
eases also caught diarrhoea.

According to some secret information of theirs, they said that when they left
their country such as Viguegue and Lacluta their houses and properties were
burnt and destroyed by the Javanese. In that way, if they were to return to
their countries there would be no home, land and cultivated fields for their
survival.

21st July: In Baucau I saw a woman who was coming from Ceical in the car of
the Javanese to the market. When they arrived near the market the woman want-
ed to alight, but because the bapak did not want to stop the car, the woman
started to become frightened and - when the car approached the rear of the
church - she jumped from it, even though the car was speeding. She fell on
the ground, hitting her head and her mouth and nose started to bleed. The

car continued on its route; it was only when they heard the bystanders
screaming that they stopped and went back to get the woman. She was then
taken to the hospital.

16th, 17th & 18th August: In Baucau I saw people coming from the mountains,
very sick, weak and starved, being installed under trees and on the wverandahs
of the shops, waiting for transport, because they were people from Manatuto,
Laleiagnd vemasse. The fact is that the bapaks have cars to take people to
the bush, but on the way back they do not want to bring them back. If anyone
is sick and wants to go back by car, they must pay "untuk rokok" (cigarette
money) to the Indonesians, or else they have to return on foot. Two people of
Lacluba came from Matabian very sick; one died at Fatumaca on the way. The
other continued his journey. The one who died on the road was taken by
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Father Locatelli in his car, when he was returning from Venilale.

S9th August: Since my arrival in Dili, there were no lights, not even on
the night of 17th August (Indonesian Independence Day).

B. EPISODES THAT I HEARD OF.

I heard that in Lospalos, families that still have relatives, children in
the bush were all exiled as the Viguegue people had been.

2lst July 1981: I heard in Baucau that the Javanese in many concelhos of
Baucau, such as Quelicai, Baguia, Venilale, forced the people to change their
religion. At times they bribed the people to join the religion of Islam by
giving them some clothes, food and money. Many people would fall for it.
That's why in many postos (villages) though the Catholic religion dominates,
there is also the corruption of the Islamic religion. And in Queiicai,

I was told, one family joined this religion because they were forced by
economic circumstances. But after receiving many things from the bapaks,
they gave up Islam. The bapaks became very angry with them. One day a
catechist passed by their house and asked: "Wwhy did you give up Islam?™

They answered: "Because before, we did not have enough clothes for our
survival, so we decided to join the islamic religion. But now we do not have
to be islamic as we have enough clothes and food." The catechist was very
surprised when he heard out. Things like this do not happen only in Quelicai
but also in many other parts of Timor.

July 1981: In Lospalos the Timorese that belonged to Battalion 745 used

to hunt for animals to eat when they went into the bush. It happened that
one day the battalion commandant (who was a Javanese) became very nervous
with some Timorese because they used to kill the animals. He ordered three
of the Timorese disarmed and started to rain karate kills on them. One
Timorese, Afonso, fell dead to the ground.

Another of the men saw that Afonso was dead and started to run; the cother
Timorese started to chase him, but the man escaped his death. The dead man,
Afonso, was brought to Baucau. Meanwhile the other Timorese who were in
Bauicau heard the news and became very furious. They set fire to everything
that belonged to the commandant, including his house. They also shot at the
helicopters that came from Lospalos. The helicopters could not land to take
food and other supplies. After seeing these brutal acts, the Javanese
commandants resolved to send the men to Bali, saying they were going for
training, but this was only a trick. They brought all the men from the 745
battalion to Dili on 9th August and now they are disarmed.

9th July 198l: When I was in Uato-carabau, in Baucau, a bapak killed seven

of his colleagues and then killed himself. This Javanese came from the bush
very sick. When he was in hospital, he was not well nursed by his colleagues
in Baucau. So on the 9th July, he came out of hospital, taking his friend's
qun, and also his own, to liguidate all his friends. When he arrived near
the church, he started to fire everywhere. His friends who were inside the
tent - seven of them died and the others ran away. At the end as he saw

there was no one else he killed himself. From then the problem was solved.

17th July 1981: There was a man in the police auxiliary who took a police
gun to a house and killed the family and himself. The shots he fired at

the women in the house {at 8 pm) could be heard at the parish mission, where
we were praying.

It also happened that in Laga, a Timorese man killed his wife and then
himself.

In Uato-carabau, T wagsdesphyBi"BFRFerthahan HifdfathifedRnv,Receleprayed

together in groups or sucos ({(little villages). (5-2)
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IT. The

DOCUMENT No.b

Food Situstion in East Timor, February 1982

East Timor Church Estimates

food situation differs from one location to another

Serious lack of food can be expected in

t.1. Los Palos ue;ion : Luro, Iliomar, lore
(12.750 people).

1.2. Buucau legency ¢ Boguia, Llapgz, Venilale
Veriacse (3%6.000 peoples

1.3. Lanatuto Regency Laleis, Soibada (5.000 people)

1.4. Ainaro Regency : Alnaro, ﬁaubisse(31.000 people)

-

rood shortage is fToreseen in

2.t. Liquica Regency ! 29.500 people
Z.2. Bobonaro Regency : 62.000 people
2.3. Viguegue oegency : 55.000 people

No information available asbout

2.1. Covalima .egency P Suai
5.2. brnera Regency
5.3+ Alleu itegency

poor harvest (absence of harvest) is caused by a

conbination of various factors, such as

1.

2.

3.

Vegther conditions In nany areas rain came one month
too late. :

Insufficient preparation of the fields due to physical
weskness of the male population.

Rodent plapgues.

111. Conclusion

Aboul &t least 85.000 people sre facing & serious lack of
Tood and about 150.000 people will face food shortage in

the

near future i.e. all together 235.000 peojle or almost

half of the population.

) March, 1982.
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DOCUMENT Mo, 7
SOME FORMS OF VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN EAST TIMOR

The people of East Timor continue to be the victims of violence imposed by the
Indonesian government, and the victims of the indifference of other nations,
which do not work for a just solution of the legitimate aspirations of the
Timorese people. Governments that before used all their influence on the Port-
uguese government and the United Nations to initiate decolonisation for self-
determination and independence of East Timor, today with their vote in the
United Nations, they are infavour of oppression and genocide of the people of
Timor.

1. The people of Timor during six years have been oppressed and destroyed.
The violence has not decreased, they have only changed the methods. AT this
moment there is a movement of deportation of big masses of population for the
island of Atauro. Men, women and children of various councils (concelhos) of
Timor: Los Palos, Baucau, Vigueque, Manatuto, Dili, Ainaro, Same, etc. The
motive for this deportation is merely politic; therefore these exiles must be
considered "“political prisoners". They are deported because they maintain
contacts and they support the resistance arms of anti-Indonesia that fight for
the independence of Timor, as it was informed the same Indonesian authorities.
The simplest fact of being relatives of members of the resistance is a suffic-
ient motive for the deportation. We indicate from secure sources the number
that are actually deported: Manatuto - 200 pecople; Baucau - 1,100 people;

Los Palos more than 1,300; Vigueque more than 1,000. Of the other councils
(concelhos) we do not know the exact numbers. Meanwhile, we know from secure
sources that there are hundreds of people who await their deportation.

2. The forced work of nocturnal vigilance.

In every city, town and 'tribe' (POVOCOeS) of the East Timor territory,

the male population of 15-55 years is forced, in turns, on an average group

of five men, to remain all night in a state of alert. 1In each locality there
is a number of vigilance posts, according to the size of the population and the
extent of locality. This forced work has been continued for six years.

Conditions in which this vigilance is made: Most of these posts are improvised
miserable tents. The men are forced to pass the night there, exposed to the
weather, malarial insects, subjected to pneumonia, tuberculosis, rheumatism.
These men do not receive any payment in money, food, clothing or medicines for
this hard and degrading work.

pPunishment: If one of these men is found sleeping or is absent, they are punish-
ed by fining of other forms of torture such as beating, or being obliged to dive
into muddy water full of human excrement.

This tragic situation is exacerbated by ridicule. If one travels to the little
villages (povomoes) of Timor, one can observe bizarre metal objects hanging on
the gquard posts. ‘These objects are struck throughout the night by 'persons in
disgrace' who are forced to spend the whole night there. This torture does not
only affect those men that are in vigilance, but all the population is subjected
all night to these strange sounds. One of the aims is to alert the population
and occupation forces against the proximity of the guerrilla elements. The end
result is nothing else but torturing and weakening the moral and physical resis-
tance of the Timorese. It often happens that the population is alerted in the
early hours of the night and all the eligible men are forced to abandon their
houses and present themselves to the nearest military post.
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3. The state of health of the population.

During these past two months, the health of the population has deteriorated
alarmingly. This was manifested in large numbers of leprosy cases: it started

to spread rapidly in Dili and in many little villages, an epidemic manifested

by symptoms of vomiting and strong diarrhoea that in a few hours would put the
patient in agony and death. This epidemic is killing many hundreds of people,
above all children and old people. To combat this epidemic there is no adequate
assistance, neither in personnel (doctors, nurses) nor in medicines, nor in
admission to hospital, nor in food. 2and the population, reduced as it is to a
more extreme misery, has not the least recourse to payment for medicines or !
doctors. Whoever has money is always able to buy some medicine or consult a
doctor.

The general aspect of the people is sickness, weakness, lack of wvitamins: this
reality contrasts with the cynical declaration of a group of North American
academics which recently visited Timor (6-8 November 1981). According to decl-
arations given to the press by these academics when they left Jakarta (quoted

in the Indonesian daily newspaper "Suara Karyva" on 10th November): "The general
condition of the people is healthy". This declaration was given by Professor
Robert A. Scalapino of the University of California.

It is unbelievable that, in the presence of the permanent dangerous conditions
of pests and epidemic provoked by innumerable massacres and thousands of aban-~-
doned corpses, that Indonesia has not made any form of campaign to vaccinate the
population against lifo, cholera, etc. when in the period September to November
1975 the International Red Cross and the Australian Red Cross accomplished three
general vaccinations of the population. This is a fact that cannot be gdenied,
the population remembers those times with yearning.

Therefore in the face of evidence of facts, a conclusion is given: Indonesia
aims only for the genocide of the people of Timor.

4. Substitution of native population for Indonesian settlers.

It isverified once more that Indonesian nuclear families are occupying the better
soils of the country of East Timor. In the concelho of Maliana there are already
fifty 'agricultural' families from Indonesia occupying the best soils. Accord-
ing to information from elements who worked with Indonesia, there is a plan of
occupying the fertile soils of Iliomar (in the concelho of Los Palos) by 200
nuclear family settlers from Indonesia. It is not necessary to say the spiritual |
state of the Timorese of revolt and indignation to see their better soils being
occupied by foreigners who do not respect and steal soils that the people have
known as their property over many centuries and that the Portuguese always _
respected with laws that protected the property rights of the natives. :

5. Violations of property rights.

The soils and the products of the soils such as coffee, sandalwood and other
precious woods are simply confiscated and monopolozed by the Indonesian military
or Indonesian civilians.

Coffee, one of the fundamental wealths of Timor, is totallymoncpolized by the
Indonesian military. The people are forced to sell their coffee, at ridiculous
prices, in their own district, as transactions are not free, not even for the
transportation of a small guantity for domestic use.

The Timorese have a long-standing attachment to the rights of property of their
lands, feeling profoundly offended by the arbitrary exploitation of the Indones-—
ian government.
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6. Interception and disappearance of correspondence.

The concentration camp regime which the Timorese people are forced to endure
impedes the free flow of correspondence, especially letters, both incoming

and outgoing. It is true that correspondence is opened and in the majority

of cases is made to disappear or it remains in the possession of the political
services. For this viclation of human rights there is no reason but to conceal
from the world the crimes of torture and massacre that the Indonesian army has
executed in Timor for six years.

7. Deprivation of fundamental liberties.

The liberty of expression does not exist, nor liberty of association, nor

the liberty to teach. They wage war against people who speak, teach or

learn the Portuguese language, a tradition in the territory of Portuguese
Timor for many centuries. As for the liberty of free movement of the people,
take the following example: to travel from Dili to Baucau, a distance of

120 km, it is necessary to get a travel permit - these are controlled by many
earnest administrators and military officials. Futhermore, in the course of
the journey, the person must call at some eight military control posts.

8. Violation of privacy.

The families live in an environment of total distrust; they feel themselves
being kept under constant watch. They are afraid of accusations. Even the
more innocent actions are straightaway politicised, such as a simple meeting
on the street or a family visit. Wwhen people meet on the streets and they wish
to talk, they would look first to all sides.

The families are afraid to tune their radio transmitters to overseas broad-
casts, especially those of Australia. They also go to the point of confis-
cating the radios due to this motive. The people are intimidated not to
listen to the overseas broadcasts.

Dili, November 1981.
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DOCUMENT No.8

SITUATION OF THOSE EXILED TO THE ISLAND OF ATAURO

Conditions: A general impression of sadness, hunger, distrust. Dirty
starving children: some go to school, others aged 5-10 years
go with their mothers and grandmothers to the fields, or they can be seen at
the doors of Koramil waiting for some food. There is a group, those called
chiefs or responsibles (exiled at the service of Xoramil) with hard stares and
indifferent looks; there is another group, the young pecple, who maintain
certain hopes of life, in the middle of this concentration camp. These youths,
who generally have little education and culture, manifest a great sense of
humanity and respect for human dignity, and they live a certain ideal.

In general a heavy climate reigns, which some describe with
this expression: "This is the luck of the exiles.”

Number of exiles: There are around four'thousand (4,000). They belong to the
' following concelhos (Kabupaten): Los Palos, Baucau,
Viqueque, Manatuto, Dili, Ainaro....The larger number of the exiles are from
Los Palos (around 1,300), followed by Baucau and Vigqueque. The majority of the
exiles (about two-thirds) are women and children - women of every age, a good
number between the ages of 60-70 years. The majority of these women are
invalids; they are widows and were exiled because their sons maintain the
armed resistance against the presence of Indonesia, they fight for the
independence of Timor. These women live alone, sitting in a corner of the
tents, keeping company with others in the same condition. They starve, having been
abandoned by all.

Accomodation: The exiles live in tents. Altogether there are 45 tents;

of these 43 are inhabited; all are numbered; 45-70 people
(10 to 15 families) live in each tent. Those that can put up lantens, that is,
rudimentary beds, can still escape from the rain; the others sleep on the
humid and muddy ground; when it rains, everything is flcoded. Some can put up
small tents beside the big ones, however, everything belongs to the numbered
tents. All' these tents do not offer any habitable conditions; there is no
element of hygiene and cléanliness. Everybody cooks outside the tents, outdoors;
each family thinks of itself. Some who do not have a family live completely
abandoned. :

Food: Hunger is general. Everyone is hungry. Some groups of exiles who had
been warned of their destination were able to bring some supplies with
them - it is off these supplies that they are living. However, the majority
had been tricked (lied to): they received orders to present themselves in Dili
with promises that it was for three days, for one week or a fortnight. The
truth is that some have already been in Atauro more than one-and-a-half years;
others for six months or three months, and some more recently - one month.
But the exiled still arrive. As for food, they receive one small can of corn
per week for each person; these cans of corn have to last for the meals of cone
week. To mix with the corn, the exiles go in search of leaves, roots and vhat-
ever else can be found to eat. The Catholic Mission has helped substantially
these exiles, and it can be said that it is due to the Mission that many of
these exiles are still alive. Even the Indonesian military themselves are
conscious of this help.

Clothing: The general impression is that everyone lacks clothes. The people
that were not warned came only with the clothes they were wearing

at the moment they were captured and taken to Atauro. Some who brought more

clothing are forced to sell or exchange it for food so that they can survive.
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Situation/ 2

Disease: Many diseases occur among the exiles. Lately what has affected the

exiles was diarrhoea, caused by lack of obtainable food: the exiles
eat what they can find and there is a lack of water. In general, it is notable
that everyone lacks vitamins, the children are skeletal, badly fed, and they
suffer gkin diseases caught since arriving on Atauro.

Deaths: There is an average of two deaths per day; of these deaths, the

majority are children and old people. In the month of October alone,
thirty-six people died. The spectacle of the funeral of these people is very
sad, and the dejection can be imagined.

One case: One old man died. He was a chief (regulo). Before dying
he asked that his funeral be appropriate for a human being, to be laid in a
coffin; asked that after his death a photograph be taken and sent to his
families. Before dying he asked to be baptized.

EVIDENCE OF SOME EXILES

A Lady: I am in Atauro with my son. We are living in misery. I declare that
many times, in my country, ~ the commandant of Kodim, tried

to rape me. However, I prefer death than to go to the low level of such an

act. However alive in this misery waiting for charity, I prefer to stay here

than be violated.

A young girl who came to help her parents: I am not forced into exile here;

I came because I want to accompany
my parents in this exile. I am the daughter who has sustained my parents
during those years. I have a brother who belongs to the anti-Indonesian
resistance army. My parents are old; I thought it was my duty to accompany
them here in this exile, and to assist my parents till the last moments.

An exiled young man: If I was to tell what occurred in Korem before coming

to Atauro, you would believe that God exists. I do not
have the courage to relate, as I do not want to remember moments that I passed.
I took so many kicks and beatings that there was no part of my body where there
was no marks of the torture. They removed all my toe nails: this was a terrible
torment. Many times I was tortured with electricity. One captain swore in
front of the authorities that he did not harm me in any way; this same captain
became more villanous towards me. Now here in Atauro I lead a life similar to
other exiles; even if the life is very difficult, it is always better than always
being tortured.

One other exile: I have been here in Atauro for about one-and-a-half months.

I came from the Comarca prison, where I was for a year and a
half. 1In the prison I was together with a group of fifteen (15) people, in a
room where even standing all of us could not fit. In this room there was a
small hole! where light and air came through. One other hole on the ground was
in place of the toilet. One other little hole was for them to pass food through.
Of this group of 15, four died of hunger. It was to me a very horrible exper-
ience to witnessthe death of these people. Death by hunger is a spectacle that
cannot be described.

An eight-year o0ld boy: I am an orphan. I am among the exiles because I have
a brother who is fighting against the Indonesians in

the mountains.

A lady: I am here with my five children. My husband is imprisoned in Dili.
I am here because T have a brother-in-law who belongs to the anti-
Indonesian resistance army.

Dili, November 1981.
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DOCUVENT No. @

A REPORT OF RECENT EVENTS IN EAST TIMOR

On 2 September an eye-witness reported " Early in the morning many of the
people who were forced to accompany the army were at Lacluta. At that time
some people from the bush surrendered. All those who surrendered were
suffering from a lack of clothing and had been sheltering in caves. They
were immediately divided into two groups. The first group consisted of five
women who were placed to one side and later téken away by helicopter. The
second group, all males, both youth and adults, consisted of twenty people.
At the same place they stood, this group of people were shot dead by
the marines. Their bodies were covered with dry grass and leaves and the
thing was set alight. The people who had been ordered to accompany
the army on the forced patrol witnessed this massacre from a hundred meters
away where they were standing at the time. They were unable to do anything
even to shake their heads was considered most dangerous lest they lose their

own lives.

This is one of the large scale massacres that once again was carried out by
the marines. Murder on this scale has now become a routine matter in the
outlying districts during the six years of the invading army's occupation.

The story of this event has been told by numerous sources.

Many incidents have been recorded where the military 1it bushfires arcund

' places where the people had been concentrated into one area. The fire

quickly destroyed everything in its path on the side of the mountains

and many pecple were too weak from insufficient nourishment were incapable
of escaping. For the military this was a form of entertainment. This

story and others like it have been told by those who were able to escape

with great difficulty, and who had subsequently to be treated in the district
hospitals.

Large groups of the people who were forced to take part in these most shame-
ful patrols were not given any supply of food by the army. They did give
orders to a few appointed leaders of the forced patrol to seek food from the
villages of those who were forced to join the patrol. But in the villages
there has been continuous severe food shortages during the past five years

of the Indonesian invasion. In the meantime, in places that were hidden

from view, the women wére forced to spend the whole nightcleaning tons of rice

intended for distribution, that would be sold in the market by the army on the
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On the 18th September, 1981, people witnessed many civilians who had just
returned from the forced patrols looking like nothing more than walking
corpses. They appeared to be only skin and bone. They appeared so thin and
emaciated that they spread fear and horror among those who saw them passing
by. On that day too, there was confirmation of the news that twenty men had
been shot at Lakluta. Many people saw a helicopter fly over taking a flame-

thrower to the Baucau district from Dili.

Another report stated that one group of the forced patrol has spent the last
five days without food and were only able to satisfy their hunger with leaves
from the forest and water. Because they were incapable of going on any longer,
they organised some of their number to meet the commander and demand food.

And what did the Commander reply? He shot his pistol into the air several
times. And so without food and without any source of protection from the

cold of the mountains, or sleeping facilities, many people have been suffer-
ing from fatal diarrhoea. Those who are too sick are left behind. They are
left to die by the side of the path. And those who struggle on with great
difficulty, finally return to Dili or other districts walking all the way.

In Laga, every day many people can be seen like slaves lined up to be deported
from the harbour, going to a place no one knows. It appears that the army is
no longer reticent to de this, and they don't appear to be scared to be seen
by others doing this. Laga is full of people left in compounds without food
or water, to be deported forcefully by the army. Among those, some are happy
at least if their family is able to join them in this exile. Most of them,
(usually young girls and men) are taken straight from the street or the

market place to the point of departure for deportation, taking only what they
have on them at the time. Not able to contact their family or return to the

home to get the barest necessities.

On the twenty first of September, 1981, about 5.30 pm, hundreds of people to
be deported to the place of exile can be seen sitting beside the warehouse in
the port of Dili, waiting for their turn of departure. They are lined up like
criminals awaiting their sentence of death. 1In fact many people who up to now
have made no protest are openly stating they are presently witnessing the
extermination and the total annihilation of the people of East Timor. This

effort of total annihilation must have surely come from those in authority.
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People no longer believe that the commandos operating in the outlying districts
are the ones who pioneered and initiated this annihilatiocn prbcess. Surely
there must be a plan from those in authority. A credible source of influence
has stated that thousands of people are now being exiled from
Uatulari, and Uatucarabau. This process does not only cause the alienation

of members of the family but its total disintegration.

Such a plan and strategy seems to be more evil than what the communists might
do themselves. At the moment it seems that the army is not content only with
the destruction of the upper class of people but also the total annihilation
of all the people. They are aware that the people know their dignity as a
people and their right to be free. This awareness for the oppressors is

clearly seen as a danger.

On 22 September 1981, an eye witness reported, on this morning I have just
returned from the port of Dili. This most shameful sight is still to be seen.
Thousands of people are ready to be deported to an unknown destiny. They were
unable to come close to us or to speak with.anyone passing by on the road.
There wés a wire fence dividing us from them. Most of them apparently have
come from Laga, Uatulari, "Iliomay Uatucarabau. They were caught like wild
animals. One important person has spoken about this matter to the Governor
and he replied that indeed the army should not be permitted to do these evil
things, and he himself is guite disgusted with the actions of the army. But
he went no further than that. It would seem that he is also one of the
people that goes to the provinces to select those for exile. People are so
totally unable to find any value in this high point of injustice and moral
degradation. Those who carry out these actions in East Timor are only afraid
of Fretilin and adverse criticism from foreign countries ready to reveal the

evil actions of the army.

There is considerable information that these slaves collected for deportation
at the port of Dili, have not left yet because it is expected that there will

be many more from the eastern sector.

In 1977 an international figure once stated concerning this regime, they

are not hesitant in their intention to commit this genocide of the people of
Fast Timor. The only hesitation they have is that what they do may be known
in the international forum and that they are accused of doing these things.
It would seem that what that person said then is now being fulfilled in the

reality we see around us.
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It would seem clear now that there is a program which is being systematically
carried out to annihilate the people of Timor, especially anyone who aspires
to independence. The operation of this program is done with the legitimisation
of religion and the stupidity of the people. BAll those who have ever aspired
for independence must die, even young children, who have done no evil. 01d
people and illiterate people also appear to be the target of this

program. This is the realistic puzzle of the Pol Pot regime. On the other
hand, those who instigate this evil plan also wish to influence the children
from a very young age to abolish any form of thinking that is related to the
nation and people of East Timor. And in this sense, a new importance is given
to the new religions and school systems now being introduced. From one High
Schoel, it would seem that of the twenty candidates for the school, onliy four
of them are East Timorese, the others come from Atambua in West Timor. It
would seem that they so easily obtain priorities and facilities to enter via

the back door and take the places in this school.

The 27th Sept. 1981: The number of exiles had now reached 900 people. This
problem invited the attention of many people. The Governor once attended a
meeting with those who had done this evil action. The Governor himself ex-
pressed extreme anger and dissatisfaction. He had long discussions with those
who have done this action as they wished to kill the people by sending them

to Atauro (to die of hunger).

The perpetuators of this action insisted that there was no hungexr or starv-
ation at Ataurc because they always sent food there. The Governor said that
this was nonsense or at least that the food never reached its destination...
(About the starvation at Atuaro there is no one who doubts it, look for example
at the letters from those who are exiled and imprisoned there). Once again the
Governor strongly requested that the most embarrassing sight at the port of
Dili be removed and that the military return home to their place of origin
those tens of thousands of people who had been forced into resettlement

camps. Apparently the Governor is extremely ingenucus in saying all these
things. One can see from a window in a high-rise building how the army uses
violence to force the exiles into the small motor boats that take them to
Atauro. But do they go to Atauro against the will of the Governor? Against
the instruction of the Governor? BAre these people going to be thrown into

the sea for the fish to eat? It could happen. In Dili people are beginning

DIGITISED BY CHAR® Inc: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com




to wonder whether the army might once again continue their misdeeds with

this latest wvariation.

In front of a building that was once the military headquaters, one can see

a wide open space with many hundreds of small stakes in the ground. It
appears that these stakes were cut and brought hereby the old men around the
city of Dili to make a race course. These old men are the ones too old to
partake in the forced military patrol. Almost at death's door, and with no
reserve of energy, these old men are still being forced to provide for the
entertainment of those who will kill them. At the same time they broadcast

television programmes for the people entitled:® Happiness and Freedom".

In the district of Viqueuge, a thousand people refused to join the forced
patrol. They stated that they felt it was another way for the army to kill
them. Whatever they were meant to be doing they were even more sure not that
they had protested, that it was the army’'s intention to kill them all. It they
are to die they would prefer to die in their own district, they said. In the
meantime the military, thirsty for blood, were not prepared to let pass this
opportunity to carry out a legitimate massacre of the people. And so they
informed the authorities in Dili that the people of Viqueque were in rebellion.
The military command in Dili was ready to take action, but the Governor inter-

vened and for the moment at least, has succeeded in postponing the massacre.

Lately, many civilians both adult and children, returned to Dili after

their time on forced patrols. Many among them are suffering from sickness and
severe wounds. They should have been addmitted to hospital. But there is no
longer any more room for them in hospitals. This particular group of unfort-
unate people have returned from the hills around Lacluta, a place where the
Indonesian armed forces have gaain been carrying out mass murders on a large scale.
They reported many different atrocities, apart from what they had done on the
2nd September. Apparently many of those on the forced patrol were so shocked
that they ran away in a state of confusion and insanity at the sight of what
the military were doing to pregnant woman and young children. Pregnant women
were stabbed and cut open in the presence of everyone and young children were

dashed against the rocks, said these witnesses.

Those who witnessed these uncivilised acts of cruelty were threatened with

immediate death if they dared to report to others any of the things that had
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happened to the women and defenceless children. But the people were unable
to restrain this information and ran to report these curelties to the Bishop
of Dili. They said that having witnessed such barbaric actions they had lost

their fear of death themselves.

On these forced patrols, the army usually placed themgelves in the very

midst of the people who had no weapons to defend themselves. With the

army surrounded by the forced patrol of the Timorese citizens, they approached
the stratigic defence centres of the Fretilin and forcing the Fretilin with the
dilemma. Either they attack the Indonesian army and kill the Timorese in the
process or they surrender and die to save their own people. An eye-witness
reported in Dili that people were struck with admiration at the patriotism

of the Fretilin. At first, the leaders of Fretilin attempted to send messages
requesting the people to separate themselves from the Indonesians. But this
was not possible for the people because if they attempted to do it they would
be killed by the army, as they had no weapons to defend themselves. And so
many of the Fretilin, including Xanana himself decided to lay down their own
lives. They preferred death in order to save the people on the forced patrols.
Many eye-witnesses reported that the Fretilin 4id not counter the attack even

though they had very good weapons.

One person reported that Xanana ordered his friend to kill him. Another said
that retreated to a secluded place and there he killed himself, because he did
not want to be captured by the Indonesian army. Xanana's cook captured some
time later indicated the place where he killed himself and where he was buried.
It was also said that the army decapitated him and brought his head to Dili.

No one has ever reported that the Indonesians captured Xanana while he was

still liwving.

These events represent a climax in the faithfulness of the patriotic East
Timorese freedom fighters. Their attitude is in strong contrast to the
Indonesian army who display only fear and cruelty. The various persons
who stand around and watch as the Indonesians exhume the bodies of the

patriots and treat them disrespectfully, must bow their heads in honour

for the things that they have done. Indeed, many of the patriots of Bast
Timor are decapitated after they are dead and their heads are used shamefully
as play things. This sort of behaviour can only lead to their own self decep-

tion. Such self deception has become a pattern of the past six years war.
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In the meantime the people grow in their opposition, encouraged, too, by the

patriots spirit.

The Indonesian leaders on the other hand can only be said to be reaping a
harvest of criminals everytime a battalion of Indonesian soldiers returns
from East Timor. The instigators of this cruelty are the real destroyers

of the Pancagila doctrines. Because in the name of Pancasila and for its
legitimisation they carry out these cruel actions in East Timor. In this way
the government of Indonesia greets with joy these evil men by bestowing upon

them military honours for their evil actions.

The Timorese people however, rise up their own herces. The hills surrounding
the mountain district of Lacluta represent a shrine to commemorate the patriots
who died for the love of the people and their faithfulness to them. The moun-
tain district of Lacluta is not the Mount of Gilboe where the people sat and
cried. On the contrary, the hills of Lacluta have a dignity and attraction

of their own.

According to many credible eye witness accounts, during the months of June
to September and especially in recent weeks, the atrocities of the Indo-
nesian army have caused the death of thousands of people, including those
who had surrendered. Even women have begen killed very slowly by stabbings
with sharp knives. Apart from those who have died of hunger, starvation,

or illness, or been burnt to death and shot during encounters with the Indo-
nesian army, none of them compare with the evil atrocities that occurred

recently in Lakluta...

One trend that has now become apparent, there is no lessening of the spirit
of enthusiasm of the Timorese, even though the forced patrols continue to
operate, and the special brand of Javanese baibarism surrounding the death of
Xanana also continue. On the contrary, everywhere one can feel a renewed
spirit and a.resolve to resist and struggle for independence. This can be
concluded from conversations with the young and the old, with the illiterate

and the learned.

On the other hand the attitude of the Indonesian army is so contrary to the
demands of humanity that they themselves give rise to their rejection and
the feeling of revoltion to them by the Timorese people. Their attitude

is clear from many things, for example by the way they show corruption in
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the use of money, in their devious behaviour and falsification of the facts in
order to draw people towards their own annihilation; in their systematic
attempts to massacre the people on a large scale (including defenceless
children); in their hypocracy in using religion to leéitimise what they do,
e.g. by demanding that religious leadesr remain silent in the face of in-
justice and falsehood; in their psychological torture of the people, e.g.

by giving rise to terror and physical torture, and rape of women, even those

who already have a husband.

30 Sept. 1981: Many groups of people, just skin and bones, arrived in
Dili after returning from their forced patrol. Many people returning to
pili from Bacau met these groups walking along the road. Among them they
could see young children who were no more than skin and bone. The army
declared that they gave plenty of food to these forced patrol. They said
there was so much food that each perscn was able to bring home plenty of
food for those who had stayed behind. ©Oh, what a miserable lot they are.
We have pity on them. Such behaviour and words might only invite cynical

laughter if the tragedy was not so great that it makes us cry.

The Bishop is now resolved and firm in his attitude towards the army. On

the 10 September he was called to Baucau to speak to General Jusuf, Head

of the Armed Forces of Indonesia. O©On this occasion Ali Moertopo and another
top Government official was present. Whatever the result of the conversationm,
the massacre of the people continues with the same sadistic attitude that

has been characteristic of the Lacluta incidents. When the Bishop returned,
the army asked the Bishop what he spoke about to General Jusuf, and whether
he had mentioned recent attrocities that they had committed. When the

Bishop replied in the affirmative, the army denied that they had done these
things, but the Bishop himself was able to provide them with the exact names

of the people involved in these attrocities.

One week later, the army made a special list of people they were watching,

and captured a number of Timorese. One of these was killed. At first they

did not wish to bury him. But in the end he was officially buried. His burial

was presided over by an army chaplain who had not been seen before. At the
time of the burial ceremony, the dead man's family protested. "We want to
know why our brother was killed?" One of the army, whether the priest him-
self or one of the assistants, drowned out their protests with continuous

prayers that meant nothing to the Timorese, and served as postponing an
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occasion of heated reaction. One credible scurce stated that it was the army
who killed the man, whose name was Antonio Brites, 33 years, who died leaving

his wife and small child.

Surrounding the hills of Santo Antonio, the military had formed a number of
strategic posts, consisting of navy, army, red beret and others. Many eye-
witnesses said that the Fretilin began to realise that the Timorese people
were mixed in together with these armed forces, and so tried to request them
to separate themselves from the enemy. They did not wish to have any dealings

with the people. Their enemy was the Indonesian armed forces.

Many of those who returned from the forced patrecl siad it seems the FRETILIN
still possess many dangerous weapons and this discovery caused consternation
among the Indonesian army. Those on forced patrol wanted to run away. They
were forced to stay with the Indonesian army patrol. The army declared to

the people: "You are all going to die, one after another. You will either

be killed by us or you will be killed by them". A message was sent by a
number of Fretilin groups to the people: "We are fighting for the people and
not against the people”. "It would seem that many of the Fretilin who died
were killed at the time they surrendered because they were not willing to
shoot at the Indonesian army knowing that they could not miss their own people.
This event has now left a deep and lasting impression on the people that
witnessed it. Pretilin prefer to die rather than kill their own people. Those
who were forced to accompany the Indonesian military patrol said: "Now we

know quite clearly that the Indonesian army intends to annihilate us”.

There is indeed one incident where the Indonesian forces had surrounded a
large group of people and began shooting them, killing many and wounding
others. The hill of Santo Antonio has now become a place of psychological
victory that is encouraging for Fretilin and also represents a monument to

the heroes who have died for the people. The people from all different
directions return from these forced patrols with the same conclusion saying,
"The Indonesian Military indeed intends to annihilate the people and our whole
nation. We have seen with our own eyes now the attrocities towards the

people who surrender. All of them are killed including women and small
children, however small and young they are..." Pregnant women are not
excepted because their stomachs are opened with sharp knives. Their foetus

is taken out and destoyed in front of the mother herself. Only then do they
turn to murder the mother. We can see that the Fretilin forces do not kill

us because they do not wish to and because they would rather die for the
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people. BAmongst the resistance fighters there is humanity and a love for the
people. On the contrary from the Indonesian army we receive attrocities and

exile and a violation of human dignity."

The real victims of these attrocities, are not the FRETILIN fighters but those
who accompany the Fretilin. Many families do not have the mobhility to escape.
According to the witness of the Indonesian army themselves, 50% of Fretilin
fighters are always able to escape. On one occasion among the 8 Fretilin who
were fighting, 6 escaped, 2 others were caught and killed immediately. People
were warned to say nothing to the District Commander for fear that he would
force them to go looking for the other six. But in one area, also in the
district of Lakluta, many people witnessed the murder of 400 people, and one
other eyewitness said that 20 trucks were needed to take away the bodies, so
many there were. One time he said, we were very thirsty, but the Indonesian
army would not permit us to go to the river to drink. Indeed, the water from
the river at Lakluta was red in colour and if you did drink it, it tasted like
blood. Many people were effected very deeply when they heard of these reports.
What they said was, that what has happened last year, is now occurring again

this year.

{One incident describes how) Indonesian soldiers took hold of the legs of
small children and threw them around in the air a number of times and
smashed their heads against a rock. Once there was a woman who asked that
one of the children be given to her after the mother had been killed.

At that time the soldier permitted the woman to take this small child but
a few minutes later be grabbed the child and killed him. The poor woman
who asked for the child was not so wise because she too was then killed.
There was one other who asked for one of the children to be given to her
after the child's mother had been killed. The army person did not wish

to hear her pleadings and in front of everyone destroyed the body of this
small child who had done no wrong. And then this soldier opened his mouth,
showing his teeth with a smile, and said a sentence which we considered to
be part of the wisdom of Java. He said “"When you clean your field, don't
you kill all the snakes, the small and large alike?" The army was always
threatening us that if anyone was brave enough to relate these incidents

they would surely die.

The military threatened anyone who was willing to tell these stories to
others. However, from what was seen and said by the people, there can be
only one conclwsion. The forced patrols are most shameful and only gave
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rise to famine illness. Apart from being an act of stupidity on the part of
the Indonesian army (it éppears that the military has been carrying out these
actions with full deliberation). The forced patrols in the mountain areas
have failed in this planned oppression. The people grow in their rejection
and revoltion towards the army, and the army are beginning to face an
oppressed people who are taking to themselves the same spirit and determined
struggle of the Fretilin. And the people are beginning teo admire the Fretilin
because of their integrity, their courage and patriotism and their superior
tactics in battle, their truthfulness, their increasing strength, their
maturity, and because above all of their humanity. To free themselves, of
course, the Fretilin could attack openly and kiil the people as well as the
enemy. But the Fretilin are unwilling to do this, because they do not wish
to shoot the people, but rather are prepared to die for them. All this is

an expression that can only be responded to by the people through their tears
because they themselves have become prisoners of the Indonesian army. Both
they themselves and the Fretilin alike have experienced war for these six
years. The people who have been oppressed by the Indonesian military present
to Fretilin all of their disappointment and poverty and oppression... After
this sort of interchange, the people return to their own districts with even
a deeper feeling of revoltion towards the Javanese military who are responsible
for these barbaric actions without any awareness of human values. They also
bring home a strong impression of the patriotism of the Fretilin fighters.
The people return to their homes and families reflecting upon these senti-
ments: "We die for the people... We do not wish to surrender because we
wish to die for the people and for society. The people are the riches of

East Timor".

One eye witness stated that in many of the large scale massacres, the military
not only refused to bury the dead, they also prevented others from doing so.
The bodies were left in the open for anyone to see. The perpetrators of

these actions apparently have no fear that their actions will be discovered.
They said themselves: "We don't worry about the UN. And other congressmen

can be bought".

Although there are many versions about the death of Xanana, no-one says that
he was captured by the Indonesian army. The Fretilin fighters still spread
the wtory that they will continue the struggle for as long as there is one
Javanese military person on their land. The death of Xanana, in fact, will
mean a change of leadership and responsibility because before he died he

still had the occasion to speak to his friends.
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One person of authority stated that a military official had shown him a large
packet of documents from Xanana, which has given rise to many rumours. And
now it has beenrannounced that the forced patrols will continue... But the
Fretilin defences are facing giant battalions of Indonesian soldiers. Those
who have escaped death sc far are now going to have their turn. The archives
are full of the names of those who have to be killed. We ultimately face the

madness of the Javanese who wish to compete with the Pol Pot and Nazi regimes.

It has also been stated by eye witnesses, that among those who carry out these
attrocities, there are many young people, both boys and girls who appear to be

well educated and know the English language...

What causes the Indonesians to now face such a situation is not the Fretilin
but their own stupidity and narrow mindedness about the human rights and lack
of consciousness of the historical moment that faces every nation in the world
today. If for example there are 155 votes for the actions of Indonesia in

the UN, nonethless the Timorese people will not accept aggression to their
nation from anyone. Now a person might ask, where are the Catholics of
Indonesia? What is the role of religion, including the Catholic religion?

And what comes to us in Timor has been immediately followed by the servants

of the Lord, (with the exception of a few) who play a game of deception in the
background. WNow we are used to seeing them work in the dark rather than in
the light. The people are now demythifying an ideology that presents many
pompous promises, an ideology which for them is empty. The Fretilin are not
willing to take seriously a pompous ideology, one which is for them nothing
more than empty words. Because those who profess to be followers of this
ideology only seek after money without any concern for religion much less for

the principles of Pancasila.
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DOCUMENT No. 10

REPORT OF THIS SAD BABYLON-CAPTIVITY

1. MASSACRES

a) On the 23rd November, 1978 on the Vadaboro mountain (one of the Matabian
ridges situated in the east part of East Timor) about 500 poeple including
pregnant women, children of all ages, adults, old men and women were killed
by a blast of machine-gun fire. They had come to surrender, believing the
propaganda from the Indonesians that they (the Indonesians} only came to help
the people of Timor and work for their progress. The same thing happened in
Taipo where 300 people died in the same way; similar things happened in almost
all parts of Timor, though in smaller numbers.

b) The young single women as well as the married ones were isolated in seperate
huts and forced to practice sexual acts with the Javanese soldiers. Very
often there was resistance from the women; then they would be stripped and burnt
with lighted cigarettes, especially one their breasts and their sexual organs.
Many of them could not stand the tortures and hence they would be forced to let

their bodies be avused; after being abused they are shot.

¢) There are several ways of killing adopted by the Indonesians, such as:

shooting, throwing the victim out of a helicopter to the land or the sea,
throwing into the sea with rocks attached to the victim's feet, or they take the
victims out one night to the outskirts of the city and tell them to run away -
they let them go to a certain distance and they they send a blast of shots from
the machine guns over the victims,

d) The majority of the young boys and strong menare called together to accompany

the soldiers in the hunt for the freedom fighters. Once they are in the
middle of the dense bush they are shot. Afterwards the Indonesians would report
to their relatives that these poor victims had run away into the mountains. But
then, their bodies are found by the relatives or acguaintances who recognise them_
by their clothes or scars in situations where the bodies are not yet rotten.

e) In Uatolari, a "posto" belonging to the 'concelho' of Vigueque, boys who had

a minimum education from grade two upwards were all exterminated. Sometimes
these shootings would take place in front of their own relatives, and these same
relatives are forbidden to cry or mourn the dead; but very often some of the
relatives cannot take any more and therefore start crying and if they are found
crying they are also killed. Many children are shot in front of their parents
and many husbands in front of their wives.

2. TYPES OF MASSACRES

bDuring my time in the mountains which was from 7th December 1975, the day of

the invasion, until 23rd November 1978, the day of my surrender, about 20% of
the Timorese population died under the effect of the attack from the sea and the
air. About one percent of the population were killed in land attacks: and this
includes only the civilian population.

a) About 4% of the national freedom forces died in the battles and under the
effect of the bombs; about 1%% surrendered, and about 88% kept on resisting
in the mountains until today.

b) During these massacres the Indonesians used all sorts of warlike materials:
bombardment air forces, pursuit (hunting) planes such as the 0V-10, plus

two other types of airplanes just like the ones used by the Americans in the war

in Korea, and helicopters with adapted amchine guns.

¢} When they attack any zone, in general their air and navy forces work together;

sometimes the bombardment is every hour {(at one hour intervals); at other
times it is non-stop from morning to night and other times it is continuous for
days.

d) During the air bombardment they use several types of bombs including the
napalm bomb, which is more deadly and burns everything., Their artillery is
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short, medium and long-range.

e) All their warlike materials carry American labels., The majority of the

Indeonesian closed attacks are made against the places where the population
is concentrated. For example at the base of Mt. Matabian they dropped about
600-700 bombs daily during the months of October and November 1978 when the
majority of the civilian population weee still in the mountains; this does not
ineclude the land and navy artillery fire. They had four bombing airplanes, each
carrying 16 bombs. These planes bombed eight times every day. They also had
eight persuit aircraft (Ov-10) plus four other pursuit planes: these last four
were much faster than the Ov-10. They also had amphibian cars, war tanks,
assault cars, etc.

I am only relating the massacres done against the surrendered and the ones still
resisting in the mountains to which I was a witness; afterwards I will relate the
events that happened after my surrender, that is, from 1978 to 1981,

f} There were married women who they tied together with their husbands; then
they would abuse these women in front of their husbands, and afterwards both

husband and wife would be shot., Sometimes the women are raped in this way by

a number of soldiers {(the infidel ones):some die from this treatment without

being shot.

g} There were many cother women who after being raped were set free, but this
only happened with the illiterate ones.

h) All the Timorese villages are completely destroyed from cne end of the island
to another; not even a hut or a corral had been saved.

i} The survivors of this disastrous war that destroyed the country are at the
moment concentrated in the 'postos'.

j) In the months of April and May 1978 till December of the same year, when the
enemy made their closed attacks which was called "the siege of extinction”,
thousands of o0ld people who could not run anymore were burnt alive under their
own houses; sometimes for propaganda the Indonesians saved some old people among
those who are burnt and immediately the o0ld people are photographed. These
prhotos are reproduced in newspapers and pamphlets, which are dropped in the
mountains with the intention of luring the liberation fighters to surrender.

k) The majority of the fighters and the population who were enticed by this
trap and therefore surrended, were shot sfterwards.

1) The Indonesians used several lures and trap tactics, among these: the dis-

tribution of rice in condensed milk tins, sugar, cigarettes, clothes, etc.
These distributions would last only for the days that it would take them to
accomplish what they had intended in the first place; afterwards the provisions
would cease.

m) In every 'posto' at this moment about 70 to 80 people die every day. Mayhe
the Indonesians intend to extinguish the Timorese race. With this number

of deaths caused by hunger the Indonesians found another way of extinction: they

authorise the population that has surrendered to fo into the mountains to find

something to eat, to satisfy their hunger; when these people come back, they

are accused of having got in touch with the fighters, therefore they are all

shot. ~

oM 1978 UNTIL TODAY

1. PRISONS

There are prisons in nearly all the °’postos’ in Timor, but the biggest one is
in Dili. In the Indonesian imperialist system, whoever goes to prison ig sen-
tenced to death; only a small minority can be saved and they are saved because
they pay for their lives with their goods which congist of gold, silver, money
or any antique object of value. This happens only with the rich families. the
majority of people have to pay with their own death because the Timorese people
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Timorese are just like a population truly enslaved and repressed: as such,
they have not the least human rights. If there is any trial in court the
truth is always with the ones who have money. And as the Timorese people
have been exploited, robbed or pillaged they can only accept their sentences
being these: death, torture or imprisonment.

In the Indonesian nation, if any criminal has 100 or 200 hundred thousand
escudos, they can kill or steal as they like for this amount of money can close
the eyes of all the judges, lawyers, police, officers, etc. and they would
always be free. For example, if a Timorese is run over by a car driven by an
Indonesian, then this Indonesian is not guilty even if the accident is all his
fault. Sometimes they pretend to arrest the Indonesian, but after a day or two
the police free the Indonesian.

4. HEALTH

Very often all the patients that go to the hospital are not well-treated; other
times they are not even given treatments, not even the mutilated Timorese who
were forced to go and fight side by side with the Indonesians against their
brothers FRETILIN, who are the liberation forces. When there is any internat-
ional delegation coming then they start clearing the hospital (of people) so
that they can close the eyes of the world to this tragic situation. Hence these
patients are hidden in the back rooms and when this happens they transform immed-
iately into quiet sheep. At the same time all the war tanks are hidden in the
bushes or taken to far-away places, or then covered with leaves. After the
delegation leaves, everything returns to what it was before which is: prisons,
tortures, massacres, violation of women, exploitation, etc.

Nearly all the patients of the hospitals and wards in Timor are completely aban-

doned by the state. except the ones with a lot of money: to be a petient here it

is necessary to have a lot of money because all the articles used in the hospital
must be provided by the patient himself - articles such as bed sheets, clothing,

plates, cutlery etc.

Food: Generally they give a bit of dry rice, other times with a bit of juice
made from cooked 'canco' (an agquatic plant). The patient is required to wash
his/her won plates; if the patient is very sick then his dirty plates, clothes
etc will accumulate until one member of his family comes and washes them for him.

Sometimes the Indonesians pretend to be good and honest in all sorts of jobs
especially when a delegation or other representative member is visiting the
country. But when these go back, everything returns to what it was before. For
this same reason all the Timorese people prefer to go to the parishes' wards

and sanitary places, rahter than the state hospitals.

All the state organisations in Timor are just like a curtain to block from the eyes
of the world - in reality they are there to work for the exploitation, corruption
and extinction of the people of East Timor. This reality might be unknown to the
world - everybody thinks that everything is going marvellously in East Timor.

In this Timor there is no one with enough courage to inform the foreign nations’
representatives or any other supreme authority such as the Apostolic Nuncio of
the real situation in the country. If anybody does have enough courage to do so,
he/she is killed as soon as these representatives return to their places.

The privileged minority who at this moment are collaborating with the Indonesian
government include the chiefs of government offices, and they are enticed with
money, houses, cars. Some of them are already millionaires - they have cars

and buildings all at the cost of the exploitation and blood of their own Timor-
ese brothers; others already have many shops opened in carious parts of Timor.
These same people have their eyes totally closed by these worldly goods. Nobody

can help the people of TimoF except the Clergy.
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have always been poor people, only a few have gold and silver: even these have
been exploited in the beginning of the invasion. Sometimes the Indonesians
demand 'one junta' or "two juntas' which is about one hundred thousand and two
hundred thousand escudos.

Often they arrest and kill people for no fundamental rezson: is it because the
Indonesians are of an assassin race or is it that they want to explore the wealth
(materials resources); this way of exploration is called untuk roko throughout
the whole Indonesian territory. This word untuk roko is known and practised by
all the social classes in Indonesia. Nearly all the Timorese prisoners are
political prisoners.

a) PFrom 1975 to July 1980 nearly all the political prisoners were killed but
from July 1980 until today it has been verified that the shootings have
lessened due to the presence of the International Red Cross. If these prison-

ers are visited, they are forced to say that they are not political prisoners
but criminal prisoners. The ones that tell the truth would be killed after the
visitors had left. :

When the Indonesians want to kill any prisoner they generally always do it
at night. The place preferred by the Indonesians for this is the lake of Taci-
Tola, situated in the west part of the city of Dili. Other times they are put
in helicopters and dropped into the sea. The ones destined to die in Taci-Tola
are generally transported by a black car belonging to the Intelligence. The
black car is named creta makiki which in Portuguese means the black eagle car
or the assassin car.

b} Exile: Lately the majority of the prisoners are exiled to the island of
Atauro but the whereabouts of many others is not known. This exile has been

verified from July 1980 onwards. At this moment there are about 600 prisoners

on Atauro: men, women and old people; altely they have been making plans to

exile all the direct families of the liberation fighters. According to unreliable

sources the exiles are sent to three Indonesian islands depending on the follow-

ing classifications: classes A, B and C. The widows and daughters of the prison-

ers who have been killed or shot are remarried to Indonesians, not of their own

free will but under the threat of death if they do not do so.

2. TORTURES

There are several types of tortures, among them: the red-hot iron, the electric
chairs, the lighted cigarette ends, the extraction of nails with pliers, cuts
made with blades and finally putting the victim's toes under the feet of the
table and loading the table with heavy weights.

When they are actually carrying out these tortures, they have their victims -
male or female - standing naked. They burn all parts of the body, expecially
the sex organs and the breasts if it is a woman. Even today there are still
people with the scars made by these tortures. These tortures are made with the
aim of getting information from people about the patriots or then to force them
to denounce others who have firm ideas on patriotism.

The tortures take days, months, etc..until they are able to get information;
after this these people are either killed, arrested or set free depending on the
conditions I have talked about before: paying the untuk roko.

The women prisoners are forced at night to have sexual relations with the soldiers
in their security posts, but htere were others who preferred ts die instead of
committing this sin. Among these were the heroic .Rosa Bonaparta, Maria Gorete

and many others whose names I'm unable to recall just now.

-

3. SCGCIAL JUSTICE

The principle of the Indonesian nation in this Timor is just a curtain. The
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Only the clergy have worked, still work and will work for the people of East
Timor. They not only did their sacred mission incumbent on them but they also
helped the Timorese population in all the other ways. About 70% of the Timorese
people including children were able to survive thanks to the clergy or the Church
of Timor alone. There are some very courageous clergymen who would face up to
the deadly weapons of the Indonesian assassins, begging at the feet of those
cruel men to save the lives of the hundreds and thousands of innocents who were
already under the barrel of the machine guns ready to be shot. There are others
who evacuated to the mountains where they helped the peonle in their suffering -
clergymen such as Father Leoneto, Father Campos, Father Tavares, Father Luis,
Father Martins, etc.

With the clergy these are also the heroic fighters of liberation, the FALANTIL,

who have been called all sorts of names by the Indonesians, even though they are
Christians. The name of Christ our Lord is always in their hearts and they are

only fighting for freedom, justice and love. I know all this is true for I have
just surrendered a little while ago.

DIVERSION OF THE FOOD AND CLOTHING GIVEN BY INTERNATIONAL AID AGENCIES

1. 70% of the articles given were diverted - why ?

The representatives of the International Red Cross have their office in Dili
and rarely go to the zones outside the province.

2. The people in charge of the distribution of food and clothing were Timorese
who lived totally at gun point.

3. The international staff trusted the reports of the distributors, reports
which said only what the corrupt Indonesians dictated. The Timorese should never
say the truth, otherwise they would be shot at night and nobody would ever know
their whereabouts.

4. The people themselves should never say anything to the members of the inter-
national organisations even if they do not get the guantity they should have,
because they will also be threatened with death.

5. The informers or Intel as they call it here exist by the thousands.

6. Whenever the people are questioned about the distribution, they must always
say "yes", even if they only received some little tins of food.

7. The diverted products are sold to the vopulation, or exchénged.

ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION BY THE INDONESIANS

The more fertile lands in the suburbs of Dili, especially in Becora (east part
of Dili) and Comoro (west part of Dili) have nearly all been seized by the Indon~
esians. They have made a law where all the Timorese have to have a certificate
of lease, but they charge about 3,000 to 5,000 rupiahs for each square metre.
Since many cannot afford this, they have to let the Indonesians seize their land.

The wood, the 'palapa', the rocks, the sand etc. are all controlled by the Indo-
nesians; the ones that need these things are forced to buy them even if you have
these things in your backyard garden. Also if this garden is not leased by you,.
then you do not have any rights to it. At this moment in Timor , only the industry
named Lemo Rai has a right to sell to the people. This industry belongs to the
association made up of people of the higher social class.

Coffee: After the war, the coffee producers were seized by the state. Nobody
could sell coffee in Dili. All the coffee could only be sold at a minimum price
in its local place. The price of a kilogram of coffee could not get one kilogram
of rice or corn. This coffee was also monopolised by an industry that belongs

to the state government named P.T.Denock This industry in its turn sells the
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coffee at a very high price; even if the coffee producer lives close to Dili,

he gets arrested if he tries to sell his coffee. The ones coming from the moun-—
tains {in the interior of Timor), especially from the coffee zones, are checked
from head to foot. If somebody is found tc carry about 200g or 300 grams of
coffee, he gets arrested.

Sandalwood: All the sandalweood in Timor has been dug up and removed by the
government. The government monopolises all the material of wvalue. From the
exploitation of the Dili market alone, the government profits about one million
rupiah daily. Everybody sighs and deplores, but what can we do ?

MORAL OR RELIGIQUS EXPLOITATION

At the moment the islamics are employing all sorts of ways to supress the
Catholic religion; for this end the Indonesians are employing several tactics.
Some of them are:

- promising a lot of money for the ones who want to convert to Islam;
- distrubuting food and clothing (rice, corn, clothes, money, sugar, milk and
soap, etc.

FORCED MOBILIZATION

A new order has been given saying that all the Timorese from 15 years of age to
50 years must go to war against the liberation fighters. These mobilized Timor-
ese are only armed with the ‘white weapons' and they are the ones who have to
march in front of the Indonesian army, including women and students. Hence, '
they use Timor's children as a shield in the fight against their own brothers
who are fighting for a just cause, With these 'white weapons' armed forces,

the Indonesians have also formed militias, one named Hansip, the other Partisans.
Even if it is against their will they have to follow orders from whoever. The
ones that find the Indonesian trap and therefore refuse to advance to the firing
line of the FRETILIN detachment are arrested or threatenedwith death.

Once in the front line, they are forced to fire at their own brothers. There is
no other way but to fire, otherwise they are shot from the back.

Very often, these militia forces or even the Indonesians themselves are captured
alive by the liberation guerrillas. These Indonesians are wll treated, they are
given food and the fighters explain to them the reasons for their fighting and the
resistance from the people of Timor. Afterwards the Indonesians are set free and
sent back. Thus many of them that have been captured in 1977 - 1981 were set
free. I do not know all their names: the ones I can still remember because X

was together with them are the following soldiers of the 8th battalion - Edi,
Perdaus, Sugianto, Fernandes, etc, who at this roment are alive and well in their
native land - Surabaya, Indonesia.

Others that had been wounded have been well treated; afterwards they are also
sent back. The same thing happens all over the province. Now does this sort of
behaviour on the part of the liberation guerrillas show any terrorist signs, as
the Indonesians keep saying ? The guerrillas never fire at an unarmed man.
There have been some civilians killed by stray bullets during a fight between
FRETILIN and the Indonesians.

FRETILIN RESISTANCE IS STILL STRONG

Many people think that the fight of the people of Timor has ended; the radio,
the newspapers don't seem to talk anymore about the people of East Timorx.
Despite this, the resistance is still going, the fight ﬂ}ll continue until the
final victory is achieved - this is the hope of 88% of the Tinorese population,
the majority of which is right now under the power of the enemy, but deep inside
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their hearts they can't wait for their freedom or that they should be liberated
from this captivity.

In the month of April 1981, a plane and three helicopters of the Indonesian army
were shot down by the FRETILIN fighters. About 80-100 Indonesian soldiers die
daily in their fights against the FRETILIN at the moment. The places where there
is intensive fighting are the following: Lospalos, Uatolari, Betano, Laclubar,
Vemasse, Quelicai, Bobonaro, Bazartete, etc, etc.
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DOCUMENT NO, 11

Diocese of Dili . .. - pili: 12 July 1980
East Timor ' ‘ L I '

: To: Bishop Mgr‘Leo Sukat
K DR Sy . in Jakarta
No: Ol/KD/b.?l/lQSO s et o

Supplemen-;ng.

Concernlng: A report on the events in D111, R ' ' ' ;'{
- ..., East Timor in the months of L R
‘June-July 1980

_With respect.

: - 'r len thls we report several 1n01dents thCh occurred in Dlll, East
Timor. 1n the months of June and July of 1980

Friday 13/6/1980 : Mr Norberto surrendered hlmself to the Resort Military
Command accompanied by the Bishop of Dili, Mgr Martinho da Costa Lopes,
P Ricardo who now holds the position of Vicar General of the Dili Diocese,
and the Rector of the Seminary at Norsa Senhora de Fatima, P J Felgueiras SJ.
Mgr Martinho strongly requested protection for Mr Norberto from a Resort
Military Commander, that he should not be beaten or killed. The Commander
accepted his request and promised not to maltreat Mr Norberto.

A few days later Mr Noberto was taken to Dare. There, in a Seminary hall

. which has been destroyed, the members of the civil defence beat him
repeatedly and tortured him until he was near death. P Cardus was able
to administer the Last Sacrament to him.

Saturday 21/6/1980 : Mr Norberto was killed and his body thrown into a ravine
to.the north of the Middle Seminary of N S Fatima.

Wednesday 2/7/1980 : Mr Anastacio was maltreated in the yard of the Dare Seminary.
He was tied to a post in the volley-ball field then beaten repeatedly before
the eyes of many people. After that he was taken to a place in the Seminary
Garden to be killed. There a grave had already been prepared for him,
because before the occasion of the maltreatment a few civil defence
(personnel) had already ordered people to dig such a hole.

Thursday 3/7/1980 : Mr Jose Manuel Martlns {the brother of Anastacio) Mrs Maria
Barreto {(wife of Jose Manuel Martins) and Mr Agustinho (brother of Maria
Barreto) were killed in the Dare Seminary, after undergoing severe torture.
from several local civil defence (personnel).

Up until now, except for the body of Mr Anastacio, the bodies of these
people have not yet been buried, but are still scattered about in the ravine
to the north of the building of the Minor Seminary at Nossa Senhara de
Fatima, in Dare. Because there is no permission from the authorities

nobody has been brave enough to go down and get them to bury them.

After 10 June 1980, many people in Dili were mistreated then stabbed. The bodies

: of these pecple have been taken away in two trucks and thrown into one of
the ravines not far from the city of Dili, by the side of the Dili-Baucao
road.

In the Dili prison cruel torture is often performed. People are beaten
repeatedly and are forced to acknowledge or state something which they
have not done.

Dili, 12 July 1980 ,
Bishop of Dili, East Timor

That is all and thank you.

(Sgd-)Mgr Martinho da Costa Lopes.
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DOCUMENT MO, 12

TWO REACTIONS TO THE VISITS AND PRESS REPORTS OF
ICRC AND WHITLAM/HASTINGS IN LATE FEBRUARY, 1982.

1. A letter from a Timorese in Dili.

2. A written response by an informed
Indonesian in Jakarta.

(The names of both are withheld)}.

Date: 8. 3.82

Dear Friend,
Please accept my good wishes before anything else.

With the prospect of recent events becoming yet another proof
of the people's hatred of the present situation, may I relate to
you certain news.

As you well know from newspaper reports the visits made by members
of the ICRC and by two Australians had two objectives :

1. To observe the situation in Timor and to certify/
determine the actual reality.

2, Possessing this information to draw conclusions and
pass on a picture of the reality to others through the
news.

Unfortunately the truth of the real situation is so bitter that the
people themselves are forced not even to admit of their existence.

We will have to leave it to the future. It will be in the future that
the truth will be revealed. :

What really makes us bitter is that these visitors were only able to
obtain a limited opinion as they only stayed in (visited) pre-
determined districts. And from their limited observation they try
to make conclusions that apply to the whole of Timor (formerly
Portugese Timor).

It is a very sad reality that we can do nothing against the powerful
forces we are experiencing. Being constantly under threat there is
nothing we can do but bow our heads in submission, losing our new
identity (as an independent nation) and becoming aliens in our own
land (to ourselves).
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Politics is a dirty and pigish matter because for the sake of politics
reality and truth can be changed into unreality and the lies they tell
are transformed into the truth.

Politics only favours those who are powerful already.

Our only hope is to leave it for the future to pronounce justice on
the reality we now face.

There are some facts I would like to make clear to you before I finish.

Sadly, the truth is that the famine is still a very real fact. It is
clearly apparent and it will take a long time to find a solution to
overcome it. For those who have no possessions the famine is the
companion of the martyr.

Disease and sickness is inevitable. Especially for those who no longer
have any possessions. It seems now necessary that we receive it as the
inevitable gift of this bitter life of ours.

It is very sad that the world cannot believe that we are
experiencing the most cursed luck.

It is also very sad that all those people who want to vist Timor

only go t0 places already prepared for them. And only those who
come here belong to the list of pre-selected "special guests"

who have vested interst in international neo-colonial politics.

Many of these visitors are willing to criticise and discredit Timorese
people who speak the real truth about Timor.

It is very sad to continue living like this. It is sad that the
truth is being buried. It is even sadder when justice is the
domain of only the strong and the powerful. All rights are denied
to the weak for it seems they have no rights at all.

With this disordered and untidy letter I hope you, my friend, can
understand the reality behind these words and reflect on that
reality. And if it is possible please help the truth of our
situation to reach other well thinking Timorese that they may also
become aware of this new brand of suffering.

Yours sincerelY, your friend. .

signed {name withheld).
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I1.

MR. WHITLAM'S STATEMENT REGARDING MSGR. DA COSTA LOPES LETTER TO

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC RELIEF.

Mr. Whitlam's Statement.

According to the Indonesian newspapers "Kompas" and "Sinar Harapan"
Mr. Gough Whitlam "former Australian Prime Minister” in a press
conference, held on March 5th, presented the following views:

1.

Based on his personal experience of his recent visit Mr. Whitlam
had come to the conclusion that the information spread by the
Australian mass media about the critical food situation, the poor
health conditions and the unrest in East Timor, were not true.
Neither in Dili nor outside Dili he had seen a critical food
situation similar to the famine in Biafra. He was told that the
supplies of medicine were sufficient and had not noticed any
problems in the health sector. BAll the time he had felt safe.

Mr. Whitlam more particularly questioned the contents of the
letter, written at the end of 1981 by the Apostolic Administrator,
Msgr. Martinho da Costa Lopes, which speak of a serious food
shortage and the need of US$250,000 to be sent before June 1982.
When writing this letter Msgr. da Costa Lopes already knew that
the Australian Govermment had made available one thousand tons of
corn as a buffer stock, to be used, if need be, to overcome
emergency situations which might develop in one or more villages.
He deplored the fact that this letter had embarrassed a part of
the Australian people who believed the letter was true.

Regarding the Lacluta massacre Mr. Whitlam had found out that
Msgr. da Costa Lopes was unable to corroborate his story.

As a result of his visit Mr. Whitlam was inclined to believe
that all the negative information, circulated by international
mass media, originate from the East Timor clergy. He felt that
the Church personnel, educated in the Portugese cultural and
political tradition, was experiencing an identity crisis, now
the Portugese colonial system has come to its end.

Annotations.

1.

Permits to visit East Timor are very hard to obtain. Practically
no foreigners are getting clearance from the army's security.

A few exceptions are made, if and when the security officials

are convinced that the visitor afterwards will not come forward
with critical/negative comments.

Since Mr. Whitlam in his press conference volunteered the
information, that the Indonesian authorities at their own
initiative had offered permit to visit East Timor, one may draw
the conclusion that Mr. Whitlam's visit was cleverly used by the
Indonesian authorities as a means to get favourable publicity.

We have strong reasons to believe that the visit was organised

by the "Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)".

The fact that CSIS was hosting the press conference is one of
these reasons. It is a well known fact that CSIS is co-operating
with the Ministry of Information and the various security services
in an effort to improve Indonesia's international image in regard
with the East Timor issue.
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Apart from Mr. Whitlam's objectivity, one may question his
qualification as an observer in the matters of health, food

and political unrest. Being a former Prime Minister does not
make him an expert in these fields. Since ICRC had been
surveying the region a few days earlier, Mr. Whitlam's cpinion
seems to be not very relevant or even superfluous. The visit
was a very short one and, as he told us in his press conference,
without a previously arranged flying schedule (not to say
haphazard).

Mr. Whitlam's comment on the Apostolic Administrator's

inability to corroborate his story about the Lacluta massacre
(five hundred people killed) is obviously unfair. The Apostolic
Administrator has no obligation whatsoever to answer questions,
especially if the person who puts the gquestion is unknown to him
and if the guestions relate to facts that are known by everybody.
The Indonesian authorities never denied the massacre byt (in
private conversations) apologized for the killing of women and
children by saying that the shooting took place at night so that
the soldiers could not tell apart the Fretelin from the women
and children.

If we question Mr. Whitlam's objectivity and qualification
regarding the food situation and the Lacluta massacre, we firmly
cbject against Mr. Whitlam's allegation that all the adverse
publicity about the East Timor issue originates from the local
clergy which is suffering from an identity crisis (frustration}
as the result of the new political situation.

Apparently, Mr. Whitlam is trying to please the Indonesian
Government by repeating comments he heard from the officials in
Dili and the CSIS people. A manof his position should know
better that spread "hear say" information. We qualify this

part of his statement as highly unfair, unethical and detrimental
to the cause of justice.
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[DOCUMENT MO, 13

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS

19.8.1981 A letter from a friend : Timor

.... In parts of Dili classes have bequn but in our district (Fatumaca)
school has not begun because all the teachers have been sent to the
mountains. They are also included in the new 'clearing operation' that
is supposed to bring an end to this war. The visit of the Apostolic
Nuncio to Dili has at least left a good impression with the clergy.

I think D. Martinho Lopes and some other priests will be going to
Jakarta soon but I don't know for what.

2.9.1981 Sent from a woman in Timor to her brother.

"your brother with his family are still in Dili in good health. Father,
Aunty and our whole family are still in the mountains. Your brothex
Thomas and some companions have decided to move away on the 10.8.81 but
have not reached the village yet. They intended to head for Betano,

and from there they will attempt to reach Lospalos, from Lospalos they
will set out for the top of the other mountains.

"There is not one man left in the villages of EaSt Timor now. No matter
who they are, whether public servants or district officials or the village
leader or the military command, they have all gone to the advance patrol
(the front). Even some women have been sent. We are anxious and unhappy
because the people are still strongly resisting in the area of Lorosa®

and all the men from here have now gone for a whole month and have not
returned.....

B.3.82 A letter from a member of the family

v _. I wanted to tell you, my brother, that Louis had an attack of Cholera
on 31.10.81, Saturday night at 1 a.m. We took him to the emergency clinic
where he stayed for 2 nights and a day without eating or drinking anything
at all... On Monday 2.11.81 they took him to the hospital where he stayed
for five days. He was released on 7.11.81 because there was no room for
him in the hospital. Even though he could not yet walk he had to come
home. Many people sleep on the floor in the hospital. Many of those in
hospital are suffering from Cholera because there is no vacecination
available. This diarrhoea and vomiting has already killed many people.....
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List of personnel

1.

10
1
12
13
14
15

16

Dili

DOCUMENT NO. 14

in The Archdiocese of Dili

Apostol ic Administrator : Martinho da Costa Lopez

Two priests teaching in the High School {(Anfonio / Louis da Costa)
Two priests managing the schoots { E. Nahak, A Maya).

Three priests in three parishes

Three nuns from the Charles Borromeo Congregaticn

Two nuns from the Reinha Rosari Congregation

One Spanish sister.
Two Jesuit priests teaching in The Seminary.

. Dari

. Suai

Maliana

. Bobonaro

. Ainaro

. Ermera

. Same

Manatuto
Liquica
Soibada
Baucau
Fatumaca
Lospatos
Uatulari

Vigueque

one priest and one brother
one priest and four sisters
one priest

one priest and three sisters
one priest and four sisters
one priest

one priest

one priest

noone

one priest
two priests and five Canossian sisters
two preists, two brothers and one diacon
one preist and one brother

cne priest

ho one.
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PARISHES AND OUTSTATIONS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DILI.

II.

IIT.

IV.

VI.

ViI.

VIII.

1X.

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

Parish

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

BALIDE

BECORA

MOTAEL

ALAS

AINARO

BAUCAU

BOBONARO

DARE

ERMERA

FUILORO

.

ve

1.
2.
3.
4.

Station AILEU
Remixio
S50loi

Lequedoe

Hora

Metinaro
Atauro

Betano
" Fahi Nehan
" Fatu Berliu

" We Laluhu

Maubesse
" Hato Builico
Turiscail

" Kasa

Bercolil
Bucoli

" Lai Soro Lai
Ossoqueli

" Sama Lari
" Uai Lili
" Vemasse

" Venilale

" Lolotoi
" Lebos
n

Tapo
" Hauba

N\
" Atsabe
" Letefoho
" Hatolia

" Fatubessi

" Tutuala

Lautem

" Luroc

Iliomar
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PARISHES AND OUTSTATIONS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DILI (Con'd.)

XI. Parish of MALIANA : 1. Station Atabai
2. " Balibo
. Batugade
4, " Cailaco
XIT. Parish of MANATUTO : 1. " Laleia
2. " Laclo
3.0" Laclubar
4. " Cribas
5. " Cairui
XIIIX. Parish of 0SSU : 1. Vigqueque
2. " Cajularan
3. " Lacluta
4. " Dilor
5. " Beasu
Xrv. Parish of OECUSSE CO D Nunheno
2. " Cutete
3." Naimeco
4. " CE-Silo
5. " Pasabe
6. " OEl Fab
7. " OEl abis
8. " Teiboco
Xv. Parish of SOIBADA : 1. " Fehuc Rin
2. " Bubur Laran
3. " Fatumaquerec
4. " Natarbora
XVI. Parish of SUAI : 1. Maucatar
2. " Fatululic
3." Tilomar
4. " Fohorem
5. " Fatumea
6. " Pelet
7.0 Zumalai
XVII. Parish of SAME : 1.0" Tutuluro
2. " Hato UDO
. " Simpang Tiga
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PARISHES AND OUTSTATIONS IN THE ARCHDICCESE OF DILI (Con'd.)

XVIII. Parish of UATU LARI : 1. Station Uato-Carbai

XIX, Parish of Liguissa : 1. Maubara

2. Bazartete.

Note: An outstation is in fact as large as one whole Parish
but because there is no priest resident, it is called

an outstation.
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DOCUMENT NO. 15

WORKING PAPER ON CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN EAST TIMOR (1981/1983).

1. The new academic year in East Timor, began in July 1981, as in other parts
of Indonesia, and will end in June or 1982.

In the beginning of this academic year of 1981, the St Paulus Diocese Foundation,
which administers all the Catholic schools in East Timor had the numbers:

No Schools Teachers Students Vacancies

Nursery 1 3 88 3
Primary School (SD) 66 496 17,612 186
Lower Secondary $chool (SMP) 9 23 1,375 39
Technical School (ST) 1 8 71 5
Upper Secondary School (SMA) 1 10 91 3
Teacher Training School (SPG) 1 9 33 3
Totals. The year 1981/82 79 609 19,757 239

" " 1980/81 83 516 20,889 -

" " 1979/80 72 451 15,578 -

From these data it can be seen that there has been a decline in student numbers and
school numbers compared with 1980/81, but an increase in teacher numbers. This
matter can be explained by the growth of state schools and because there are not
yet restrictions on student numbers for each class. There are still many classes
with one teacher having more than 50 students.

The controls of the year 1981/82 have reduced the number of mission schools and
increased the number of teachers. In accordance with the proposals of the Education
_Dept of the Bishops'® Conference as targets each Kabupaten is to have 1 lower
Secondary School (SMP)} as a maximum, and each Kecamatan 1 Primary school (SD). For
the whole East Timor region it is proposed that one Catholic teachers' school (SPG)
be established, and one or two Upper Secondary Schools (SMA)

2. Rehabilitation

In this teaching year approximately Rp5,000,000 has been budgeted for each month
for rehabilitation needs.

The realisation of this: for the semester lst July-December 1981 for rehabilitation
only Rpl7,296,950 has been used, or only Rp2.8million on average.

-

This matter is caused by the existence of military operations which caused a decline
in the workforce everywhere from the month of May to September 198l1.

Rehabilitation has been put into operation in several Primary schools (SD) and
Lower Secondary Schools (SMF)

Balide, Dili Primary School(s)

Manatuto » "

Letefoho/Same " "

Maubara " "

Maubisse " " and a teachers' house with a storehouse for the Foundation.

In these two semesters will also be rehabilitated: 6 Primary Schools (SD) in
Zumalai, Lass, Laga, Ossu, and Same, as well as 3 Lower Secondary Schools {SMP)
in Suai, Maubisse and Dili. Part of this rehabilitation is completion of prior
rehabilitation.

Specifically on the rehabilitation of the Paunlus Lower Secondary Schools in Dili,
that which is most obvious are the new buildings, now being proceeded with. This
Lower Secondary School (SMP) building is used in the afterncons for Upper Secondary
School (SMA) and for the Lower Secondary School (SMP) classes itself. The cons-
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truction of this Lower Secondary School (SMP) is considered important because
its administration is already improving and because the Dili Upper Secondary
School (SMA) will become the only Catholic Upper Secondary School for the whole
of East Timor.

3. The Teaching Staff, Qualifications and Salary

In July last year 1981, a rise in salary for catholic mission teachers was planned,
but it had apparently not yet been carried out. Only in January of 1982 this year
was this salary rise put into practice.

Thus it is estimated that each month the Foundation must expend about Rp8.5 million
just for the salaries of about 450 teachers.

The problems of transferring the mission teaching staff to become public servants
have up to now not been settled. The government does not yet want to transfer
the primary school (80) mission teachers into the public service,in part because
of their qualifications. But for a large section, because of political reasons.
Teachers from mission schools will not yet be transferred into the public service
if the church (Bishop) does not yet recognise and support integration. So too
with the rehabilitation of mission schools, there is almost no government aid,
because of the above-mentioned political reasons. Pessibly the government is
worried that the influence of the Church, which is now very close to the people,
will grow greater with the return to life of these Catholic Schools.

The problem of the gualifications of the teaching staff is indeed a continuing
problem. Especially for the Lower Secondary Schools (S8MP) and the Teacher Training
Schools (SPG) as well as the Upper Secondary School (SMA), but also for the Primary
Schools (SD). Many teachers now taking classes actually do not yet have the

proper authority to teach.

4. Scholarship for the Local Youth

The need for teaching staff in missicon schools is very great. 1In the whole of
East Timor there is no school for teacher training which is sufficient for a
teacher of higher education.

1981/82 it is clear that the Foundation in the academic year has not yet made use
of the scholarship fund for its trainee higher education teachers.

The shortage of skilled staff from the area educated to the university level here
in East Timor is very severe. Many important posts in departments are now held =
by strangers. If this situation is allowed to continue, in the near future, all
important positions in this area will fall intc the hands of strangers. Thus it
is necessary to give greater opportunities for scholarships outside the East Timor
region.

In connection with this it is necessary to consider also the regiocnal government
policy not to allow the foundation of Upper Secondary Schools (SMA). And it has
become public knowledge that it is not possible for anyone to get a significant

position in the civil service in Indonesia if he does not have education to the

University level.

FYor that an Upper Secondary School for the entire BEast Timorese area is a place
of preparation which is absolutely necessary for local youth of a guality to enter
university.

5. The Lyceum Problem, and Seminary Education

In Balide, Dili, there is still one Lyceum (at the Upper Secondary School level)
using Portuguese and with a Portuguese curriculum, which is run by the mission.
The seminarists are educated there. This school has repeatedly been called into
question by the District office of the Dept of Education and Culture in the area,
and it has been proposed that it should change to become an Upper Secondary School
following the curriculum current in other Upper Secondary Schools in Indonesia.

This has up till now not happened. Various tensions exist between the administration

of the Lyceum and other groups. Difficulties also arise from those seminarians
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who have already graduated and wish to continue their education in the Philosophy

Seminary in Ritaperet, Flores. They do not satisfy the reqguirements of the state

examination, because they do not have the certificate equal to the Upper Secondary
School. This matter will become more of a problem in the future.

6. The Provision of Books, Furniture and Other Educational Facilities.

Requests for programs have been conveyed repeatedly to the Foundation. Indeed
about Rp2,500,000 has already been spent for text books. Soon textbooks in Science,
Mathematics and Social Studies for Primary Schools will be sought. But it seems
that it will still take some time for the books to be sent to their destinations.
The need is very great while the capacity to provide is still very limited.

In this semester about 400 new desks have been made for primary schools besides
a number of desks made in a simpler fashion in the regions themselves. The
Foundation has ordered more desks to be prepared for the next teaching year.

In visiting mission schools are still often found to have tables, desks and other
furniture made coarsely from round woods of trees and bamboo. Clearly improvement
and betterment are needed in the near future.

7. The Paulus Foundation

Recently the Paulus Foundation has been successful in completing the construction
of a house for teachers, office space, and storehouses. The erection of a multi-
purpose house in Bemori is almost complete. With all of these the work capacity
of the Foundation can be increased. Desks and building material can be stored
separately on the Foundation's land and in its houses.

The multipurpose house in Bemori will be used for informal education as well as
for improve ment in social activity and educational activities, amongst others.
the health force Pendhaki will undergo a course there for two weeks for the
Pendhaki program in the field of community health care (working together with
Corumum) .
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DOCUENT NO, 16

NOTES ON APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATION
MGR. MARTINHO DA COSTA LOPES TAKEN FROM INTERVIEW MATERIAL.

Born in Laleia

Was once a member of parliament in Lisbon during Portuguese
occupation time

Pastor of Ossie district

Secretary/Diocesan Vicar - General to Bishop Riberu

First Timorese church leader - Apogtolic Administrator.
Suffering from TBC at present

QUTSTANDING IMPRESSICNS

T says that he is well known in East Timor as the most courageous
spokesman for the defence of the people. He is the most outspoken
about the facts of what is happening in East Timor today. Even the
military agree with the facts of what he says but may challenge
him on details or interpretations of the events.

T says he is presently the only one who dares to oppose the military's
activity in the public forum.

T describes him as being thought of by the people as "a dear and
respectable person" to them.

He is known as one who will defend the people most suppressed by
the present military reign.

U. -says the people consider him a good man who really has their
concerns at heart and is anxious to defend his people to the
authorities.

U. says he is the one the army is now most scared of. He is
agreeable in disposition and people find him easy to get on with.
He makes himself available to the people.

But he does not speak out to everyone. He does not say much and
listens a lot. When he speaks in public it is about injustices
towards the people. Thexe have been many occasions when his
authority has been challenged, when he has been bypassed by relief
agencies who declare they are working for the Catheolic Church,

he has been the subject of slander, isolated by those who might

be expected to defend him. But in all this, he has hardly ever
spoken out in his own defence. But he is quick to come to

the defense of his people, eg, he has recently spoken out most
strongly asbout a series of brutal murders in Dili after 10 June 1980C;
about the brutal murder of hundreds of women and children in Lakuta
and about the military operations in late 1981 that have seriously
disrupted the life of the people of East Timox, causing sickness,
hunger, psychological terror and innumerable deaths.
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Likewise, T says he will seldom write a letter, so when he does
put something on paper, it means that what he writes about is of
extreme importance to him.

Presently he is seen by many as the one sign of unity left among
the people. His own person stands as a source of union and hope.
The people are so reduced to submission and apathy by the army
that individuals often cannot trust the members of their own
family. But they trust intheir Bishop.

. says, "only he can unite them."
T says, "If he is withdrawn, there will indeed be no more

opposition.”

Some Examgles

A widow was being mishandled by the militaxry in pili. She was
interrogated, tortured and raped. This happened in 1980. Da

Costa Iopes listened to the complaints of the friends and relatives
and reported the incident to senior authorities. The senior military
officials agreed that these events took place but discredited the
Bishop, whose interpretation of why she was mishandled was, in

their opinion, wrong.

He has declared on more than one occasion, "I Know what happens
to the people. The military may disagree but the truth will win.
Eventually the truth will be known."

Church officials in Jakarta were once surprised about a reguest

e submitted to rebuild the devastated Cathedral in Dili while

the people were starving. It was later discovered that the military
had pressured him into making the request for this was, they

thought, an appropriate request for him to make. Where eventually,
plans were submitted to him, he showed little interest in the details,
only saying, "This is what the military wants. This will keep them
happy for a while", and placed them to one side. It was then guite
clear where his heart lay. (Where his concern for church building
lay) .

During the audience with the President and all the Indonesian
Bishops, Martinho da Costa Lopes used the opportunity to speak
out strongly for his people. Bringing hig hand down firmly

on the table, he attempted to clarify to the President, Suharto,
that the reason for the present food, medical and housing crisis
is directly related to recent military action, "but you have to
see why there will be an even greater food crisig ... it is
because of the resettlement programmes and the army's actions
(referring to the Pagar Betis operations) that the fields are
not being planted." He complained openly of the inhumanity of
sending young school age boys to the bush to fight an 'enemy’
that are their own relatives, without weapons, without food, -
adeguate shelter and clothing for months on end. (On this
occasion the President replied requesting him to help in the
security, peace, and order of the people.)
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T says few of the other Bishops have this sort of courage.

Many of the Bishops on this occasion were embarassed and upset
at his outspokenness on such an occasion. Some leading Bishops
privately spoke of their approval of his stand. Few, if any,
are ready to publically defend him. y. says he is one of the
most courageous and yet approachable Bishops he knows,

LIFE STYLE

Martinho da Costa ILopes lives by himself in a very simple house..
It hardly has any furniture. Recently some of the walls have
been repaired with bamboo thatching because the holes were so big,
animals could wander in and out.

He has a small bedroom and a small dining room in which he has

his private office and another to receive guests. At the back of
the house, there is a kindergarten because other premises are

not available. There is one servant to look after his house and
the meals - and often he shares the house with either refugees

from military harassment or resistance fighters who want to
surrender, but are afraid they will be killed like so many of their
friends who have surrendered directly to the military authorities.

The Bishop says mass for the people at 5.30am and by 7.30 he is
in his office “Camera Ecclesiatica". After 4.00 until sometimes
late in the evening, he sits informally with visitors who come
to him from near and far, sometimes children, distressed parents,
wives, husbands, sometimes Timorese soldiers who are distressed
and gquilt ridden at what they are forced to do to their own
people.

OPPOSITION

It would be untrue to say he has no opposition even among his
own priests. He is not a good organiser, so there are often
administrative holdups. Some priests seriously disagree with
his policy of not advocating support for integration and for
exaggerating the present conflict situation by the public
condemnation of human rights violations. He is not very
'diplomatic' in the things he says, according to some sources.

One source of conflict arises out of his freedom in regard to financial
assistance. He tells private agencies, "If you are willing to come

and help us, we will receive you with gratitude, but if not, we

will struggle on ourselves as best we can." He does not believe

in putting pressure on agencies to help. He has recently insisted

that his letter to the ACR was not a request for assistance from

his own initiative but in response to the initiative of the Australian
Bishops.

Likewise, he does not seem in any hurry to receive the offers of
assistance from the Covernment, another factor that a few of

his priests see as against his favour. Others say he is not willing
to permit the Indonesian authorities buy his silent aquiescence

to the present reign.
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OTHER COMMENTS:

C knows Msgr. Martinho da Costa Lopes well. 'He is a brave man who
denounces the barbarities in East Timor". He is sure the claims made in
the letter to Australian Catholic Relief are substantially true because
the Bishop,Martinho da Costa Lopes is close to the latest news from all
over Timor and compiles information taken from the clergy and laity.

According to B the Apos. Admin. of Dili has the credibility of the people.
He is seen by the people as their Father and they come to him with their
problems. Many say he is a strong man.

For example, in June 1981 (?) the Apos. Admin. went to the President with
a threefold request for investigation re East Timor.

1. Money from the central government was not getting to the people of
East Timor ( 8. suggests up to 90% of initial allocation disappears
along the way).

2. Some infiltration of radical and disruptive groups in the TNI of
Fast Timor who do not have the interests of the people at heart.

3. The present situation of East Timor can be considered a systematic
genocide of East Timorese people by the army.

D says the Catholic Church has a special mission in soclety:-
to fight for justice and 'freedom to choose their own way' and to help
in daily needs and difficulties.

In criticising the Bishop, Whitlam has gone against the asperations

of the East Timorese. The Bishop is the people's spokesman - they
consider him as their father and confidant. "The Bishop of East Timor is
the only man who can describe the true situation of the people of East
Timor. He is the only man who has the trust of the people” says D.

The East Timorese do not place their trust in the Provincial government.

C says the Apos. Admin, is unpopular with the Indonesian Bishops
because he speaks out. He said MAWI doesn't understand because it
doesn't want to accept that the Dili church does not want integration
into MAWI or that the East Timorese don't want integration into
Indonesia. MAWI urges the Apos. Admin. to promote ecclesiastical and
political integration - but it is rejected by the people. The Indo-
nesian bishops want the Dili church to be an agent of integration.
"They have nevex been there and they don’'t understand the problems."

Papal Nuncio:

C has visited Puente several times. Said when he raises questions about
the situation, the Nuncio says 'this is politics - 1 don't know', or

'this is war - I cannot do anything'. C says he demands complete proof

of claims about army behaviour in East Timor. S says he feels he would
have to bring the bodies to Jakarta before the Nuncio would believe.

"He gives the impression that he trusts the army more than his own clexgy",
C said. Puente was in Timor in July 198l. C thought he had been more
convinced of the claims then. "If he cannot trust the church, how can he

trust the people™.
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DOCUMENT No.25

SOME PRESS COVERAGE OF ICRC AND WHITLAM VISITS TO EAST TIMOR.

<SummiRY OF ¢

ICRC Press conference on the food situation in East Timor

ag

1.

2.

iragorted Ly "Xompas" and MLinol albpan” NEWILagils

sarch 4, 1922 - Jakxorta

. ey

Since it is ICRKC's Function to survey cresas where ailitary
sctions have taken place, it requested ond in lLaceaber 1901
obtained permission of tihe Iadonesian Covera.ent To visii
nast Tinaore

A spacial Gelegation was set up consisting of four paople,
namaly ¥r. D. Del=apraz, (ead of tho south 38t Jsian IOKC
office in Huala Luspur, Iir. 5. feukomm, permanent ICJC
representative in JaXaria, Ir. A. »illl and (Portu ese
speaking) Wiss Tisseries from the Gemeva [L.LAC headguarters.

“he delegation visited Zast Timor during elevon days,
15 - 26 February. According to #Zr. e Lelagraz

~ the delegation anjoyed full freedez to study the nedical
conditions, the food and water supplies and tho hygzienic
situation,

- it was permitted to speak directly with everybody it
wished without any limct cr time,

~ the delegation was given the opportunity to gather inror-
zation regarding fanilies that at precent are disunited.

- Lr. Delapras was deeply inpressed by the cooperation and
assistance of the Indonesian Governsaent.

Two members of the group visited siz villages in the ueguth

west: Luro, Iliomar, Ustulaeri, Dilor, liatabora and atambal.

~ February 16-17-18 tha delegation visited 3.737 displaced
people at Atauro and gathgred ganplgte infornations: nawaes,
age, place of origin, Tamily situation.

- Fabruary 19 the delegation met with forner ¥ etelin people
gL T

1 r rFr
that had returned to tueir fuullies, in Ustlco,

~ Pebruary 20 they saw a aunber of former d4i.splaced jconle
that in December 1981 snd Jaauury 1982 had returned rroa
Atauro to Los kalos {142) ond Taucau (1238),

- Pebruary 22-24 the dezlegzation vent to see ID priconnars
in Dili and donated .ats, blankets, sarongs and sport
articles (.iltcgether worti one «21lion rupiak).
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- Cne can net sp2ak of o serious shorta;jez of fosd, lot
alone s .aine, all cver zast ¥

- Vhe dele:atiocan received raports 1rou: lucal oiricials
ngcing tirat 1n the nedt thraas moathe ue 1o ROk Wi err
coiditions and redents o errtie.d voon L1t untion Wil
‘avelo,: in a nuaber oy villag=s.

- rdxg_chlquy ia the viliages arcud lws sulos, in Laco
and wart of the Ilisasr area during the threa naxt months
food aid will ba aeedod.

- 1z satugade, datukerbac, Tilor and atorbaras the fsod
“1‘uqt13“ is exc=110n», taanks to thae irrization systen
shich Yuinction all year long.

- rhe dispiaced pqulb at Ata“ro o not dis.cae ot
sufficient land and ne2d ool supnulies from cutside.

ne dele*atlon will present soma raoo:mendu,lans to the
1n lorzesian Governmeat (uinistery oi FYoreign Arfairs -
iinistery of Hose Affairs and the sriy). The delegation
5111 request peraisaion 1o make ancther trip in the ;Lture
to choc: cn the Atauro situation uiisplaced people) and
the iaslementation of the 1uaC r=aco iendations.
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the east timcr capital of diti, bty tre irdonesian administration .
0of the fretelin indegcerdenrce moverent, mr delapraz sald,

.said tre red crcse would tomorreow Fard cver a confidential report

“‘detaivess Last cctober-amid reports trat targe number of. persons
“had teer displaced in a trree-montk mititary sweep in east timaor,

“population,+ re sald,

Yot t’l .

o Tes s

"r . zczc yi1327 ' B IR

‘thelr ezst tincr vi.laces, he sald,

‘doing tris+. tre isiend had an indigencus population of some
5,000, mr delapraz said. :

- to trarsnit rews cf farilles trarsgcrted ta atauro to their
. relatives ir east timor, +tre fact that we have taker names {of

E" T R e R Y (25-3) R R e A AT AL L S L

TERNRTPRRL- KRCL L s s T s A |
yj1326 CTAKARTA 4-MARCH [T 2. (Ra-:um(> IR
18 Cy ' ’ oL ’ - RS P B
nor: o : ' .
jekarta, rarcrt 4, reuter -- ar irnterratioral red Cross
official sald teday the irdcresian authorities had transported
some 4,000 irhatiterts of the former pcrtuguese colony of |
east timor tc a tiny island ir the south banda sea.

.regicnal icrc delecate david celapraz, who has just returned
from east timcr, told a press corfererce his team had visited the
4sland, ataurc, ard carried ou? interviews amorg the B0€ familles
there wro are cfficlally described as beirg +iemporary displaced+. . -

 tre timorese vere trarspcrted to atauro, 20 mites north of  ~

followirg & rmilitary operaticr Late Last year, against guerrillas,
ne declined tc comment on the cocndition of the detainees but

to the indoresian gocvernment naking various recommendations +and
we hope that trey will be irptererted.+ ‘ o
.mr delapraz csaid tre rec cress first asked to visit the

tre icrc was ccncerned by +possibie victims among the civil. -

memore pmg/tat 1630 - e

o T AP o

Q

uu yas
stimer 2 jakarte: ' R

wren mr delagraz, at the head c¢f a a four-man icre team,
visited ataurc frcm fetruary 16 to 12, trere were 3,737
+terpcrary displacel+ fperscns still on the istand. the team
Learered tret 276 p:ctle had earlier been permited to return to

tre burden plac:d cn atauro's food resources by the detaineesﬂ
was suct trat tre iidoresiar autrorities were paving to distribute
fcod tc tre tremsgpe “ted families +and we would Like them to continue

tre delecate slad tre red cro'ss had set up a tracinq system

the detairess) 1s a sort ¢f Life 1rsurance for them,+ he -added.

jakarta ceclzred gzst tivor a crovirce of irdonesia in 1976
followirnc ar cutbresk cf clvil war. 1ts arrexatior’, which has not .
been reccorised ty tre united nations, was followed by fighting
betweer indcresiar trccpgs and fretelin guerrillas which® has
cortinLed 1ntérmittently ever since.’ ' -

A}

=sreuter grg/tat 1645 © - L
* . BN TN .

. ! A - L i . . -
Yo . : . .o R * ST PR
et ”eo. . N .

O 1. ) ot ) LR Vel M- . DR . . . e
v e b 5. e T h » I e . . :
ot L. A L L W LRI ot » o ! L . i

DIGITISED BY CHART Inc: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com




wk o o S . ‘-1 - " ' ) S ' . ) e e i g L. :
ZCZC yj‘l?}O ) - , "'. s - - ‘£ --', N "' . " * :; .' .
uu yas T A SRR
“.stimor 3 Jakerta: (reopens] C R
) irdonesiar cfficiels at the press conference said most of Lo
the timorece transported to atauro had been taken there -for Lo
+security réasons+  and scome cf them were there for their own o
_protecticn, trey were urable to say hLow Lorng they would remain. e
‘there but stressed, as mr detapraz was able to confirm, that - -~ -+
. several grougs rad atready returred to treir villages, - -
. red cross offictals declired to commrent directly.on foreign .
press .reports that Larce rumber of east timor civilians had ~ -
been ferceably recruited tc take part in anti-guerrilia sweeps, C
resulting in a disruption cf agriculture, R i
. ‘but-c¢re rerber qf tre icrc team, gereve-based medical . B
. delecate dr andre willi, said he had been told by east timor
¥ . mititary adriristrators that there would be food shortages
W in sone areas due tc lLack of ralr anrd depredatiors by rats.
the red cross telieved food buffer stocks should be kept in -
the prevince, he added, but 1t saw no need for the sort of Large-
scale food ard medical relief operation mounted there between ~
octobter 1979 and lLest apriL on which the 1crc spent 12 miLLion
us dollars S oo R
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the red trcss statement or east timor coincides with a .
~visit to treqprcvince ty former australian prime minister
- gough whitlar, : O
mr whitlen, whc nade relations with indoresia -a central ‘ p
focus of his fcrejgn policy while in power from 1972 to 1975, '
. travelled secretly to dili Last saturday and is due to return .
" to jakarta tororrov. -
his visit, Like y 's press conference, was organised by
- the 1ﬁdch€u13h cerntre” for strategic and interrational studies ‘
(csis), a privately-funded research organisation.
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east timor (Llisbon, aao note)

nearly 4,000 east timorese diplaced by lndonesian military

by ghafur fadyl .

associated press writer :

jakarta, indonesia (ao) -~ nearly 4,000 east timorese Lost the
homes in a three-wonth operation Llaunched Llast october by the
indonesian military against the Leftist fretilin movesent, a top
International red cross official claimed thursday, -

david delepraz, regional directqr "of the international committd
of the red cross {(icrc) told revorters that the },I}lﬂdisptaced
persons had bean temporarily resattled on the moin ainous island {
atauro, about 15 kilometers (10 miles) north of east timor, .

delaoraz said he was allowed to intervies most of them,
including some prominent ’political prisoners’? during a 15-day
tour of the island. he would not comnent when asked if they all
were members of the fretilin movewent, or give details of
resettlement conditions. -

but informed sources said the novement's former president

. Tranciscao xavier do awaral and former inforwation minister alaricd
© fernandes were among those arrestsd during the operation.

"?they are now detained on the island of bati where they are
safe from many east timorese who wanted to avenge the deaths of
their families during the civil war in 1979, said one source, wh
asked not to be identifiled. . . )

more
ap-ny~03-04-~32 1202gmt
22

e u e
Wikl .

r\
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jakarta -~ east timor v SR )

indonesia took over east timor, a former portuguese colony, in
june 1976 after a bloody civil war between the pro-indonesia
faction and the fretilin.

delapraz said the icrc plans to submit a report and issue
recommendations on its findings to the government, copies will be
digtgibuted to the foreign office and tne ministry of defense, he
ajded.

deLanaz, noting famine is now a thing of the past in east
timor, said conditions were gradually imoroving., he said his
mission algo visi}ed a prison in the capital of dili with 95
inmates of whon 1} were being detained on orders frowm the public
prrosecutor and 13'others yera in police Cusltody. the others were
classified ag crianinals. ’

''we were a Little suprised to find only 13 poljitical
detainees,’’ he szid. ''we were expecting a larger nusber of this
category, ?

during the visit, the icrc mission distributed 1,500 dollars
worth of relief aid including blankets and mats. from september,
3979 to aprid, 19-1, the lcrc has_spent_the equivalent 12 million
dotlars in such--assistance. : ST T =

end
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|G0ugh Whitlam:

Reported famine in East
Timor completely false

.IA!(ARTA. - Austrahan
former Prime Minister Gough
Whitlam just back from a four-day
~ tour of East Timor said ha‘e Fn-
day reports about famine in the
27ih province of Indonesia were
complelely false.

After visiting many places in
- East Timor, he had not seen the

least sign offamine or of n'npen-

ding famine, he said.

In a press conference here today,
Gough Whitlam further advised
that his findings could be checked
for their truth with the mission of
the International Committee of
Red Cross Societies (ICRC) and
the United States Catholic Relief
Agency operating in East Timor. -
. The ICRC mission had in an

carlier statement here on Thursday

be sufficient medical supplies.

Conceding that there is endemic
malaria in the region, he said this
disease is'a world-wide problem
which still eluded eradication.

While in East Timor, Whitlam
had occasion to visit a number of
devetopment projects, including
agricultural and fishery centres.

He saw a lot of school buildings
government offices and public
health centres:

"From the air I could see hun-
dreds of cows from Australia,” he
added. - .

Whitlam visited a penitentiary in
Dili. Most of the inmates are peo-
ple convicted criminals.

One thing which, according to

Whitlam, is surprising is the
maintenance of a culture inherited

necessary 10 introduce an emergen-
cy program for the distribution of
food similar to that of twg and a
half years ago, Delapraz said.
""What is necessary at present is to
create a bufferstock to face even-
teal shortage of food ini some
areas. Apart from that it is also
nccessalz to consolidate effrots in
the field of general health®, he
added.

The ICRC mission which con-
sists of D. Delapraz (Kuala Lum-
pur}, C. Neukom (Jakarta), Dr. A.
Willi
Tissieres (Geneva), during 11 days
from February 15 through 26,
made a tour of Atauru Island,
Dilliv Los Palos. Baucau and 14
villages.

inssued the same conclusions— -by the former Portuguese colonial Surprhe.
Whitlam said the reports about  government. At Dllh. Delapraz sa.id the mis-
the alleged famine had made the - For a nation with the biggest sion met a ''surprise” situation,

rounds in Australia as the result
“of a letter from the administraior
of the East Timor bishopric Msgr
Martinho Dacosta Lopes, who
asked for a USS 300.000 aid for
emergency food and medical sup-
plies to cope with an alleged im-
-pending famine.

The letter also made mention of
vncums among the civilian popula-
tion during security operations in

surgents now remained at about
100 to 130 with their h:dc—outs in
the jungles.

Speaking about the healih of the
local community, he said the mat-
ter was truly in the good care of the
Indonesian government and Red
Cross. He said there appeared to

Moslem population in the world, it
is tolerant indeed.

"*Even names of streets {in Por-
tuguese) are not changed”, he
added.

Gough Whitlam visited East
Timor from Monday to Thursday

" in the company of Peter Hastings,

a seasoned journalist, and Prof. J.
Macky.

Nusa Tenggara.

Such a probality might be caus-
ed by unfavourable weather condi-
tions, like a little rainfatl, frequent
whirl-winds and rat p]ague, he
added.

ICRC was therefore of the opi-
nion that it was not longer

when visiting *'Comarca prison’.
Originally they thought they would
sece military prisoners in big
numbers, but in reality they only
numbered 13. Most of the
prisobers were ordinary convicts
(71} and the remainder were public
prosecutor’s detainees (11)
awaiting trial.

At Atauru Island, inhabited by
1.579 indigenous people and some

be encountered due to the difficult
terrain.

The ICRC team further disclos-
ed that in their humanitary tasks
they had received full cooperation
of the Palang Merah Indonesia
(Indonesian Red Cross) and the
government. (Anlara)

(Geneva) and Mis R.

: Timor. L.C.R.C.: of 3.737 people from other regions in ¢
Fast f.?nh,f No Siges Indonesia, the ICRC team did not 3
Drought.  The International Red Cross hear any complaints that members 5
Gough Whitlam in this connec- Committee (ICRC) mission did not _©f their families or friends were
tion pointed to the bishopricin Dili  scc any signs of famine in East WUill detained, except those in the €
as the originator of the false Timor, but there is still anxiety Dilli prison, Delapraz said. d
- reports. that food shortage will occur in _ The ICRC is at present trying o |
He further said healsohad occa~ _several places in the next three of find the permanent addresses of S
sion,while in Dili to talk with “four months due to unfavourable he inhabitants te assist their - k
Dacosta Lopes, at which meeting  weather ¢onditions. scparated families in Australia, |
Dacosta: Lopes said he was now Dr. A. Willi, the ICRC medical Portugal and other places in order t
certain that a 1000 ton food reserve  delegate who had served for one Lo ¢nable them to correspond. {
planned by the ICRC for the yearinEast Timor, evenstatedata  The ICRC last Dccember !
region would be sufficient toface  press conference here Thursday assisted in the repastriation of ©
possible food shortage in several afternoon that the food situation some 1976 forcigners from Eam &
places because of droughi. in several places was very satisfac-  Timor to Switzerland, Senegal and  §
The former Prime Minister also  tory thanks to a well functioning Cabo Verde. ]
expressed his view that East Timor irrigation system during the whole In particular for Atauru lsllnd n
is noe quiled safe, as cvident from  year. the team was of the view thatit was 4
the fact, he said, that the Red On the possibility of food shor- necessary that the government con- !
Cross helicopter he was using did  tage a1 several places, D, Delapraz, tinued food contribution here due ﬁ
not hesitale to fly low over various  the ICRC regional delegate from t0 lack of land for cultivation. ‘
parts of East Timor. Kuala Lumpur, said that such a Thy team_ further had to admit ¢
He said he had been informed situation prevailed not only in East that in carrying out the humanitary !
MMWmmmmmmﬁmmmmmmmmommmmmmmmoi
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Lacize ind Gentlener, you have been Tclc .reawy chzt Peter Hzstirgl and

I hzve nid the csportunity To visit fest Timur. K2 ha2s Sezn ot aoev

'seyerzl occasicrs previously. This was &y first visit.. Zven trersiure
ins.:ring cuestions ot yIurs conce-ning the situsticn as it can be seen

tadzy compared with the si-uaticn as it cculd pe sezn in earlier yezars I i}
can rily speak TO you asout what * szw on this occasion. .

Cu- vieit was particularly valuadble cuing to the cocd ofiices of the .

Th-e-nazional Committee of the Red Cross. You.had 2 press conference hers - .

yeszzroay I beifeve fram the four members of the ICRC tezm at present in
Inconesiz. ne weader, Mr David Delzpraz, the Regional Director Yor South -
East Asia of the International Committes of the Rec (ross stationed in
Kuaiz —ampur, or Armin Witli, a doctor «ho has workea in many areas for -

the Red Cross, Mademoiselle Romzine Tissizsres, who was incluced in
interzreter/transiator for the team, ard #r Cedric Naukomm. Now, =& met

-he four in Bali last Sunday and we had a prior briefing frca them c7 the
tnvolvement of the International Red Cross in Indonesia in recent years.

vou know their activities, their tracditionat field activities over the

Lzst 100 years and nore, and I imagine that you nzve all that infsrmetien
irom & dey 2go from them. So you can see znd hazve from them & deszription
cf what tney have cone, and also what Catinolic Relief Services of the

Unitad States Ras done. They did naot regcort of course, but on be@aLf ot
Catho'ic Relief Services of the United States they acknowledge the role

rhat they have ceen 2ble to play at crucial times in recent years in East
Timor. B _

Ther or the fonday lir Hzstings and I flew to Dil3 with Mr Neukomm and on
Tuesdzy and wecdnescdzy in an ICRC he licopter wa uwera able to fly to aid
aoints in East Timer and to fly over the whole tot. The only Limitation
on what we could sse from the air wes cloud, but we were sble t¢c see tns
serrain, the cultivation, the buildings, sarticularly the ma2in strucrures,
from tha air in most places which we wera nct able 10 visit. The onss we
ware asle to visit cn the Tuesday were Ermera, Suai, Maliana, Ataurc, and
or: the Wednesday Natarbora, Dilor, Los Palos, Lurc and back tc Dili viea
Baucau. Now, ir each of those places ue had quite some time meeting
officials and sesing the population, the crops, the schools, hospitals,
housas, commuaity places, sgricultural projecis, fisning projects and
commu~ications. We were able to see structures, and we were &lso-aole o
ses nundreds of the population. Then yestercay we flew back to Jakgr?i
and got here zhout 11.30 last nighc. :

-

Now, in these cgenirg remarks I think I can sost usefully confine myseif

+0 wnat I szw, and to relate that 1o whzt ia facst has been publicisad a2boit
Tast Timor. Now, one of the things which hzs receivaed most publicity in
aust~aiia during the last year was the stcry emareidne from Flsgr ¥artirho

da Coziz Lopes, the Apostolic Adminmistratsr of the diccese of Dili, that

~e needed 250,000 Australian doliars (thzt's about 300,007 LS doiiars)

for this vear to avoid the conseguences -¢¥ a massive famine which coulc
take out 100,005 of the populaticn. I do.rol knouw how many of you
corressondants have seen this regert, accerdingly I may be siying somethinrg
with which-yocu are taoroughly <zpiliar, or I may be saying scmethirg

wita wunich ron2 of you zre familier. But zany sf you witl be aware c? -
these rzpcrts that there is likely to be a famine. 2s I uncdersiand it

the origin of these reports uwas 2 Letter which the ¥spr sent from Jakaeriz
tg tha Australian raiiolic Bishops Conference when he was 2rn cbserver
2t o regiot rn2eting of tne Indoresizy -Catholic Bisheps conterence.

3
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That Latter was Llater given to ( ‘*holic Relief Services in hustreiia

and To a certein extent pucticis=i in the pustralian mec.z. I'wo ;2%

to say that the Adrinistrator's l2tter wss without tasis in f22u. 2t

is surprising in fact that the Msgr sent this letter abreczz. e hed
been told tha facts pefore he sent it. He rade no efiort to correct the
letter.

The sjituation is this. That jn about the third guarter of last year the
Regicral Lirector of the ICRC, Mr telzpraz, was in Australiz and negotiated
with the Austratian Govsrnment to make 1000 tornes of corn with immediate
delivery of 500 tonnes of corn to ba available in Szst Timer zs 2 buifer
stock. The resident ICRC representative, Mr Neuksanm, in one of his
reguiar visits to East Timor, had catled on the Msgr, I think in October, .
and had told him trat the ICRC had secured .for tertain SCO tonnes of

corn 25 buffer stock for the following year anc was optinmistic of

securing 100C tonnes. He did not tell the Msgr that it was coming from
Australia but he told the Msgr that the promise was given. Armed with

that information the Msgr went to the conterence hers and rasporded to

a query from the Australian bhishcps in the way I bhave gescribed. The

fisgr was also in touch I think with the President of the Republic himsels

in November Llast. A .

One of the matters which in the tuo hour 4interviex with the Msgr on Foncay -
aight that Mr Hastings ard I were anxious to ascertzin wes his view of

the situation now. In particular I pointed out to him that when I returred
o dustralia it is very Likely that I would be asked zbout this imminani
famine, on the basis of the contents of his letter. AAd I said that i3

the 1003 tonres will not be enough to ofiset the affects of any drought

or Tanine, then I cheuld tell the Australian people. But i7 1t were not
naeded, by the same toksn, I shculd 2tso tell the Austratian pecole. So

I asked the Msgr with some cars what was his assessaent row and he used

to me the very words ™0C0 tonnes will be erough”. 1 cennot uvnderstand

or exglzin how the Msgr came 1o sand that misleading and cruel letter, or
why in a word the Msgr perpetrated this wicked act. The Msgr has distraessed
aundreds of thousands of Australians who responded generously when the

last news came out over 2 years ago about & famine in Sast Timor and the
effact that that had on the health, now and for the future, oT 50 many cf
the population. And one expects that humzne, charitable people in Australia
would have responded to his assessment. He perp trated a wicked 2ct, he
nisstated the situation. There was nct 2 person wa met, private or
official, in East Timor who said that there was 2z femine now or that in

any ncssible circumstances there wculd not be a situation which couts rot’
se cured by the buffer stock soon to be in situ there.

-

So the first thing I have to say 10 ycu is +there is not z proalem of

famine in East Timor now. ARd the second thing I have to szy 2bout thas ~
ig that with the contribution to the outfer stock crovided by the fustrilian
Gavernrxaat, the 2fficiency of the Tniernetiorat Comnitiee of the Rec
Cros3 and the cooperation of the Indonesian suthorities to see that foc
ig dizstributed through the grovince, there W4ill nct be & ¥ :

amine. Tae
secord thing I want to say to you concerrs the heactn of th2 populatisng
o35 i3 not a mattier upen whicn I nzve the gualilications IS b2 <o dogmetic,
24t <ram the comments made in eacn o the nlaces that w2 visited ouvsice
%ili, and of course in DiLi itsal?, I wcutd be assured that thers are
encuzh nedicires tc cope with any of the hzzith pretleas which are ST
lixely tc erise. There are scme 2re2s oF The grovinte where melariz wouid
Je erce=ic. I would not know tTo what extent thaT Can ce overicne. It is
2 veary oiffizule sroblem. Now, I am masine nd clzims z2ozut the stocls

of r:oicines o5 the os2sis of what peoplsz s23ig to L3, the nurses, oIl O

2 fay czeas its donTers whc were thers, in each 5% the tcuns, Ine viilzge
we visitad. in ezch case we coutd sz the neaiils services, the

-
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think, I mezn one ¢ Ld not see any marzsmin children, or
i tdran 33 people were 2escribing them 2 or mocé vears:s

arsachsza children &s people wers describing it 3 years ¢r < ¥
There did rot eppear 10 be peczls with the great neatth crezlan
could be seen at that tizea. I am not presuning 1o s&y what the situation
has been in the past. All I can say is from what I could see or from
what tha Rad Cross people, International and Indunesian, Lave saen in
their visits, we were savisfied that the situaticn as rejards heatth and
disease was now in hand.

)
]
3

The nax: matter I would mention would be the gquestion of security. As I
have dascribed to you we went by helicopter to many areas outside Diti

and we flew over certainly the whole of the island, rot following any
particulas pre-determined coursa. Ve were not avoiding any areas. Our
course would be lLargely determined by cloud and narticularty on’the sécond
day was overcast in some areas. And we in any .case wer2 guite close to
the ground. In Viatnam, for instance, when I was trzveiling there 10 years
or more ago by helicopter you woutd climb zo 5060 ftr, 1500 metres or so,
above the airport before you went across country. You make certain that
you were beyond the power of bullets. But in East Timcr one doesn't have
to do that. Cne can fly apparently with safety over any paril of the
country quite close to the ground.”

The bast estimate that we can possibly give of tre number of armed
Fretilin would be 100 or at the most 120 pecple anc they would be in

sasaz of tne mountaias in the ezstern-most part of the proviace around
Los Palos. Now, there would seem to be no apprehansidn of irroads being
mada. and there seemed to be no fear of moving around or getting tcgether
in any of these areas. from sone of the atcounts one would think that
Dili izsalf is an armed camp but it is nor. It could ba seett that cecoie
can go about normal afiairs in East Timer in safety.

The rext thing I would come to is the bui Ldings, the structures that cne
s2es. One can see immediately wherever one goes school buildings. Hew
schools, rahabilitated shools, extenced.schools {indistinct}). There .
are zlsc very ofren Government buildings, mesting places, there ere
extensions of asphalt roads lzacing out fpem Dili to the east. To the

" south-west one can se2 the construction machines working on the roads.

de could not land at every village put just from tne corrugatec iron

roofs you could cee these were of recent constructicn. I would think
anybody visiting the ar=a could see that there has been a great deal o~
construction in the last & years. Now, it is not just pili. At Malianz,’
for instance, there was an irrigation system installed in the last —

ccuple of years I think. 1t is of course being used to increase oroduction °*
of corn and rice. (indistinct) I think 2500 cows from Austratia during

-

the last year or so.

L
-3

?-' _
,' So there has peer, apart from the thiecs that one excects in 2 conmuniiy
i, like educarion and health and cozmunications, meeting slaces, 2
consideratle effort mad2 to a2ugment and improve tnz diet cof the geople.
These sre the tnings that 1 could raise with you a3 whal I szwW. I wou.€
think that snytcdy weuld notice the szme things. Nod, 4 +hera are any
guestions Tzt any cf you want o ask mz I will bz happy <G Iy TS Ensihar
tnem. It would help me to know yhat yous nsmes &7@ wien you first &3k m2
a queszion anc what papéers you ~apresent. '
G. .
{incistinzt) You s2y that you aze 3 £ RIuS fameryiew with th2 fposiclic
acninistrztor of Dili, during which ycu sresamzaiy me2de your pointi s..-
(25-10)
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bly ycuir described to him <zt you hzd seen and heard and w2
that ycu cenrot understu: d wha: brought him t
arnd cruzl" Lattar.  And yet the only guats you give
the course of your 2 hour interview was thzt presumesiy TIZ00
erougn. Could you teli us what
whet F:- told you in the face of ycur questions

=
L]
ELL UL

pe Trononta: duria

oS es
To him.

we met him on the Monday night as I told you bafore.
befora he wrote the letrter he knew of the arrangements which had &

Goverrment. I cornfirmed with him that he had received that informat
+rcm the Red Cross delegate before he went to Jakartz. I confirzed
jn Jakarta he had seen the bishops and the Pregident, I gat his

confirmation that 1000 tonnes wiltl be encugh. When you ask which vi

he could point out as those L1keLy 1o be or already stricken by famine

he did not kncw.

What did he taill you than?

(answer indistinct)

You refer to Australian press reports on East Timor in the Australizn
newspapers but I understand, possibly wrongly, that either in his Letter

or a simitar report which has been girculated widely outside there i
the atlegztion that an upcoming Tamine
asimzrily to drought but to the Tact that large numbers of
accsrding to these reports, were dragedned by the-Incdonesian forces
taking part in.large scale military operations against Fretilin anc
thereby were forced to abandon their agricultural activities d-r1ne
bzattle period. Now, do you have ary comments on that? .

As I understand it, many Creps were planted after tie operetions to
you are refercing.

- . -~ .

Why was such an cperation necessary if, as you say, there zre oniy %350
fratilin Lefe?

T

100 or, 3t the most, 130 armed Fretiiin. I have aiso described where

one went znd how one weni. HNobocdy has any apprehensions thei thzre

be zttatks oy Fretilin on peoptle so deing.

{indisgtinct)

T acic = =L zTrn™ - - el R (P10 =4 It k'lt1" < - Laﬁ

- nS'(..C [t < 1..-!-.4; aOOUt commencs LiaL df o mzoe GDOL s -g.. ac o

He s3id ne has nat any procf and h2 wes unabiz IC ,1v° uUs snvymore

informztion You remember he macs siatemenss about it ia wist he

dascriced 2s.a homily in the Pro-Cathadral in CLili in whice nz2 'nadse

accusaticns. " But he could not givz any informeaiion ciner thaa the

atlezations macde in the Ham ily so I cannot give ycu any iaicraziion

the Bishop ot=er than what he hac ziresdy seid to & erd he uES noT

to give us the cources of his 1ﬂfcrmat:cn- .

-r what casazity ere you visiting Timer?  Asw willd T.2 Tindings of

visit be uszd wren ycu get tack T Acsirz.ia?

T hza Tho easorToniiy TS ofome pera, Iowas vidnel 35 &n elEr Si3is

ans ¥ otenk tas cizosTunity.  Iowes ol thav 7 Igat Tyset? to 2
(25-11)
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his resconse was end scme more aoout

I confirmed ths
een
made bv the Red Cross with the Australian Government anc the Inconesian

will nct be due solely or even
civilians,

wh
t
O

Y zn only giving you the biggest assessment which w2 were abl2 to gat
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it wis likaly that the Red Cro:: wouid make it possible for me te G
grcund the praovince by helicoptzr Se I got myssly to Indoresiz zoo
the Red Cross got around in the heL1copter. :

Are you going to write an article, or 2re you going %o 2ppear tsfore the
i1

]
-
Senate C(ommitte, or are you writing book?

It is guite possiole that one or other journal in Australie wil'! ask me
to write an article. I probably would azcept the invitation. Thare
Wwill be a Senate Commiitee meeting to consider this matter. I have not
been invited tc appear before it. If I was invited I would seriously
considar the invitation.

I wondar 1f you TOLnd amangst the peopla in East Timor 25 Z2istinces from
the Bishop any internalised sense of disenchantaznt with the sittation
in Ea:t Timor today, particularly in the field of corruption.

I was nct in 2 position to make any investigations dinto corrupiion, mo
allegations of that character I think have seen much publicity -n
Australia. I pursued matters which have reslly been the subject of
publicity in Australiz about East Timor in recent montns. I do not
recal allegations of this charzcter in respsct ¢7 East Timor. I an
waniing te Llimit myszid to what I saw, the scportunities I had =0 sce
things anc aset pecole, and to what my conclusions wzre froa seeing
thasge ﬂla:-s and pecple. Anybocy we asked to ses ue ware 2dte to sae,
indlucing p2ople who it is alleced nad bean datained. We had a coucle
of talks u:.h other prizsts, one of them we had a couple of hours with.
So cur time was quite fuily spent in seeing geopia. 1 have rot Lrought
with me the newspaper cuttings on Timor beczuse I cazest ratker shert
notice, and there has besn 5 considerable amount in recent menthe in
Austratia. I saw some before I Lleft. There was = document nroduced

oy Paul Condon. It is produced in Londen. I zm not sure wiit the rzms
of the organisation is, but I was obvicusly hoping to see Mscr Martinho
Da Costa topes becazus2 this docunent refers “o the statement oy hi=z.
Thz aithoritative statement is sslely from th2 #sgr
the «illing o7 500 Timarese the z~cvicus summer Suring a siege at the
Shrine of St Anthony of Lacluta. So meetving the Msgr I asked his zoout

all those events. And I have told you the exteat oF which ke wae able

to assist in elucidating these regorts of which he is the scu=ce.

-~
Gn these reports did you receive any denial from any official, either
Timecrese cor Indonesian, which you met? )
I certainly zz2de quite a number =f ernguoiries zbsus it. . ba leve thazt
during the cgerations in thet area there wera somz sesele xillzd. Taz
nuaser sf 300 is quite framkly zosurd, Nozedy would taink tnzt was
possizie, but I woulg tnink it was gossigie that some Indenesizn soldier
inc..2ing Timorese scildisrs, came upen son2 fretilin ssicdiesss with thsis
suni znd that there wera some dezths resuizant Fren the cressfirz., Thet
is what 1 woulc taink ig right. 1 cazn gi.e you mo2cly whé seutd givs
é pracise account of what might rnave nappznad. Toe mischief wnizgn flous
fror z stavemaent such zs the Bishcp mace o nis honily about 320 oeing
itlied is consicderanie. Distres: was causiz by the exzggerziicn 2nz T2
soisitility of trnare seling any truta in ii. I taing therz may hooo oram
s3m2 Trutn. I tnink thare mey have Lesn seople xalied dn oorzsziics Llarn
But 302 s Sy evarybocy's asses:inent 55 aebsurd That jecpue mEy s
inciined to Cdiszount the fact tnat thsre wes eny sicoiing &r $irirs oo
atl. I Thi- .ere protzbly wesz, the sxt:nt I 2o not know. Bug 27 is
agsurz, irresoo-sizcle and miscriavous, . . (25-12)
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With rsepect, ther2 s2ems to be <:te inccnsistency here. You juez2
fioures saying you were intormed, and ty impliczticn you telisve, lu:rsz
were only 100 tc 130 zrmed Fretilin in the mounzains. 8y irciizatlicn
presumably you wouldé rot quote these figures if you oic not Celieve

them arnd yet you say that you beilieve scme peopi2 may have been kiliec
in crossfire between Fr=tilin soldiers anc Inconesian soldiers. e

heard yesterday Trom the ‘International Red Cross that .some 4000 pecple
ware being transported to a2 small islang in the South China Sea fcr
sacurity purposes (I doc not know whether ycu asked about thisi. Thirdly,
we have not discussed uhat zppears on paper to have been a fairly Large
scale military operation involving civilians. Sc¢ you see there is an
inconsistency thare bztween 100 to 130 armed gueriilas hiding in the
mountains and the scale of the military Operat1ons and movemenit o7 people
who appear t5 hzve been involvec.

You praba:Ly got yestercay, I have nct seen the transcript oi the press
confarerce, irom the ICRC the fijures about the number of people cn Atauro.
The numsers that I noted down wer2 3747 persons in 806 families and

they were moved very fast a2t short rotice, scme at an hour's rotice,

to Atauro. T1hey are fres to move a2bout on the island. Some have alrzady
returred home. The number I had was 157 have gone back to Los Palos

and 128 to Bauczu. I also zm told that it is experted Tnat wost of Indse
will go back to their places of residence by June this year. We went
through as many of the huts as we wanted to see at Alzuro, we saw the
familias. The Red Crcss, in accordance with its practice and skills
develocped over 100 yeéars now, was zble in the course of, the last fcrtaight
to list them all, names, residences, religion. Thz cbjective I gather

of taking people irom the villages there, is to break the Link betuween
secple in the foothills or the mountains and the people in the villagss.
it thase people in this #xtrzordinary broken terrain of Timor can't get
suzzlies from the villages, then they just heve to come in. They have

got to surranser and that is the ¢ ctive of moving this guite larce
ruzher of people to Atauro. But the Rad Cross would have told ycu I gu2ss
w52t has been cdone about them to s Ly them with medicine anc fooostuffs.,
. have made notas myself.

‘ne cn o7 what you have thase 4030 seople were

implicarti i3t said is thet
isting Fretilin and therefore the imptication is that thay sigperied

b omoest

sS
-hem.

N5, there was no such implication. in all rati ona!.e there is no implization
that they sugpert it. Some might have. There is no implication that '
mast dd. -1 mean, if armed men cc.ae upon you they can very often (tape
interruoted) . We also visited tha Comarca, the priscn in DIl itseli.
We szw seople who had been convictad by the ccourts there, &nd the othar
pecple had been detzinad presumacly cn sesurity grounds. lie saw alw. the
pgeople of whom the Red Cress had informed us. We were =bdlé To sa& the

h As I unfersiand

u

pesple and ses the accommodation in the priscn there.

it, the Red Cross is cuite satisfied that it has teen able to trede ali
these pezople detzined in the priscn in Dili and reiegsied to the civ- stere
islarc of Ataurc. If the Red Cross waz ot satisfizo that it has czen
zbla 5 trace a2'. these peogle it would have discontinued.ite cparaTicns.
{incistincd)

Zzaslée Si6 nct come up anc make comslzinve o Ls, nor Td wWe €D U T2
pesolz ans try to elicit zay comzisints. I have GEscribLEs unET WE S2nm.
ik, Tharg Can be no cuestien as 0 the gaysicel szpeszrance ¢F 'the thotliin.
27 pesgle we 32w, There c3n be ne ooust eioli Tre” @poézrani: a7 wne
ViLL3ges Wil 3w, and Dili which w2 waixes zrounc cuite extensiva.y.

525—13).
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ihera £2n oe ng doult as to what @ were tald azocut the
grd mz3icines. I was not wantin: to ke 2 sleutid into o=l
an descricing what 2nd whcam we saw, 2nd the conditic-s of
and the land ard the gacgole that we Sauw.

(indiztinct)

The ewergency, the massive cperations which the ICRC and the US fztholic
Relie? Services di¢ nc longer 2pply. They admit that they nc Longer apply.
Eut the advice that these bedies tanm give is still of great value ang
let me just say what tha Catholic Reliaf Services are doing. They are
pursuing develcomant zssistance there. Yestercay, for instance, I saw
the traztors which they had acquired to enable rhe farming gecsle in the
grovince to be nmore productive. But, 2s I understand it, the operztisn
of the ICRC ma2y end in June. They have é month engagements with the
Indonesian Gevermment and after the middle of this year UNICEF will be
thera. So I think one can distinguish between the mzssive relief
ogerations which Catholic Relief Services from the US have carried cut
in barges around the coast a couple of years ago, and those which the
ICRL carried out inland in the villages where the situation was most
critical. We were told, and I guess you were told yesterdsy, the number
of villages concerned. You will rdte from the nzmes ancd places we
visited, that we visited some of those villages. So ~he massive operations
which were certainly neseded had succeeded. Their continuing zovize is
va L"ab e in the fact that there is a2 systam for (indistinct’ in the
onzl Cinmitten for the Red Cross and the Indogesien Red Cross
Like health is obviows and has been availzblz when necessary
time. <cur it is not a massive ogeration which is now reauired.
ive operation was once raguirad does not *mntv that
: st‘tt Carry it out. There'are ¢iner
t3lL. This is a province ef Zndcnesiz
tha gre atest Bocst in develcpment.
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In the same coniaxt of what is ncw neacdad, wes the 1000 tenres of whoat
raeded in ycur zs3&ss

In scme circumstznces which occur ot infrequently in Timor, yes. Tt

a8 Zuvier stock. Timor has an ecology and climatic history which make
prugent to have buffer stack. It is rot 2 very procuctive area bus kns.
that fiistory, «nowing thre precarious conditicn of the economy and ths
praecuction pattern therz, it is obviously prudent To have 3 suffer st
The ICRC saw th2ti, it putr the czse to the Australian CGovernmert whi
it. The Incdonesian Government wz3 cocperating with the IIRTC znd

h osau

r
b B
wm B e A

Austrelian Government and the buifsr stock was agresd. The fact tnzw .
ysu hive a bufrer steck availebls Jdees not in any wiy siow thare is
.farine now or thet there is risk of Tamina. what it cosr eacw g shioe
ever if there ig 2 fazilure in producticn tnere will nct ke & fanmine,
ALL zlcng tne presentation ¢f the Tacts Tazt you naw2 tesn giving fust
row v have besn very careful tc state <nzt you car ornly szszk for ownes
YOou Szw, Jor wh2t you witnessad and wiatU yoo were tcid. End ver - 5
couc.e of imstarces vou have mede what I wound coasicer tag cefinitive
comuoT To khe effzet that the Mszr is & Uiz-of 2 manizo or wocsi. Yoo
infer thart i1 s tolzuiy unreasoratie to 2riume Tost 320 rmeEop.z wzma
killzz £2 t22 mcoument that the Msgr refzrs o Secsite tas fosr wait yoo
537 yLl cannct get enyong to give you @ Tigure. You szid devhizivels
withaut gucting anyone you said definitively it 15 unrzase: I LY S
pecols to hzve Ziad. Cn what do ycu bas2 thess conzlusicns yo. szid
wou For an% oyou muramnzile wzn e Eamg Tdsor
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he made it public. He had been told by the Rea Crocs det

s
Indonesian episzopal conference, that he hac the Letter f

8.

4

Th: nzrson who made thne allegav~as of t03, ‘the Msgr, v @ex, v
inczrregeted. He could not sub:tentiate the figure. He 3874 fhe hzag
never been there, he s&id thera was nd priest Thersz. de ooLlT Qulus

no more. This did not surprise me, 1 supposs I Lowil Dave o confess,
peczus2 I had already Learnt that the viileges +hich he had prewviously
quotad as beirg in the grip of famine obviously were not. €= 4% i
possitle. that the Msgr believed that his findings can e best discharged
by exaggerztion of wars. MNow, 53C pecole getting killed in any spot

in that terrzin is a very large enterprise, and nobody else is prepared
to suggest that 500 people were killad there. Ncw, why should we assume
there were SCO in what would be a very difficult area to muster the
nurber of neople who would procuce in any circumstance 200 fatalities.
Why should we assume it if the persca who mezkes the z.legations cannot
justify ity In other cases wher he has made zllegations sne finds that
there is nc bssis for those allegations. So iT one asserts it was 500 -
surely the person who is the origin of this story should do somethir

b1

to justify it. Nobody has been orepared to do so. iaare is no proaf
of iz, for instance thare is no zcnument there.

isn't it 2lso guite rezsonable that meither can cne assume that SCT geople

ware not killed and state it definitively on the basis of the Tact that
the accuser wasn't
You have said definitively that 500 pecple were not Willed.

Evarysody else we mentioned it to, and there was 2 considerztle suller,

- thought that the allegation was ansurd. 1I7 you saw tais general terrain

yct would surely oelieve that it would be a.very large battiiz ¢ produce

T

550 faralitizs. Thnis would be 2 vary large conftict. In recent yz2ars
ncw many milifary engzgements have there heerr in the worid which produce
SC0 fatalitis

s? Let's oe sensible abcut this.
Did you speak to the Msgr after_yaur visit to the jrovince?
ro.

So it was imzossible to go back o him with cuestions a2bout his recorts
bass2 on what you had sean.

There was no nead to. He confirmed the fact thet hafer
<

in Dili that there wou.d be 500 =nd hcpefully 100G tonnes

i corn zveila
Ye confirmed that he got this letter in Jekartia while ob g

erving the
rM

epiccopal conference. He confirmed that he had seea the Presicdent and

he agreed trat 1CO0 tocnnes of corn will be encugh. MNow are you susgesting,

that I gc bzck zfrer he had acdaittad aLl those things ang ask him if ne
still acmitied them? And I asked him zdsdt Lzclute &nd ziss o7 ccurse
which viliazes were stricken wizh famine anz he could not ¢ &
I askad nia zbout Lzcluta, and o2 z
cf sny sgurze. de had not besn th

Die ysc ask hizm in the Light o7 o

the puoiicity they have received T

ts s&n out in ycur oginicn you My

just asking you iT you did fing oot

faot. :

1 wouid lice to shifs if possible ts Fe2ter Uastirz: 3a3 zgx him 17 0@
selizvyaz; thet the FM=gr was &s complete.y oii, Sewlisrelaly OF otrersisz,
ir Rz 2sso_s..nt of the situetion in Zzst Tieor 38 Tad zii2zatisrne woul
szam o Insiv. '
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: able to prove definitively that 500 people weare xiiiea?
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{Mr Pzzer Hastings) :

I stiencad the interview right t'.cugh ard I noticed several tRInZI.

One was 2 statement that hundreds had died through ili-tresizent o .
Ataurc. Now, there was a certain core of truth. Hondradz had 2ied tast
year from a Torm of gasto-enteritis, caused primarity by malnuzrition
obtained in areas Trom which they had come which 1rcv::ably tgwered
resistance. I think the Red Crecss docter, Pr Willi, certifisd this.

That is a very differert situation from the cne we described. Now on
Lacluta, we did get one quite free assessment Trom an Indonesian source
that in that exchaage &0 people died. There was a surprise attack cn

a fretilin group, families and supporiers by a company of Hansig. There
was ar exchange of small arms and rifles in which 80 might have died,

40 to 80, and several weomen who had aiso been there of course as part

of the faanily. So I a2m only quoting what T have been told. Most people
we asxad abput that particular incident thought that the Sishocp was
exaggerating and one of his own priests, not to be nanmed, not engaged

and progerly so in the altercatics over his own Bishcp for whom ne had

an aifection, nevertheless thought of him zs a men who exaggerated, who
was by the nature of his breeding, upbringing and his ecucation tocrzily
nostzlsic for Portugal, and so with the disagpearance of th:g Porruguease,
the abolition of his own language, - cuLture; social vzluses he felt the
need like many of them co to (indistinct). I hesitate to ascribe (indistinct)
"to him but I suspect bacause when he first wrote (indistinctd. By the
same token I 2m not ‘saying he was not concerned for his flock, but it was
said over and over 2gain by many gecgle, and it is on record by European

Jbservers, not jusi Incdonesiazn ossérvers, that he was potT very ciiigent -
asgut the Tacts which he mentionecg, - . . -

A lot of the sariousness cf the whole situzticn and the allegations that

vé been made it seems To me that we may b2 2tle tc get from either of
you two gentleszn more abcut your two hour convarsa2tion with the Mser
cecauss as Mr €riffiths pointed cut originally, we stiil have very Litile
to suhstantiate anything excent tnzt the Msgr cuoted you 1000 tonn=s woulc
pe encugn. And I just.perscnally za Tindinc it incred%bty diviiculr to
scme to teras @ith the agparent ill-motives of this Msar.

-

e unitiem) :

Thare zre other pecple that you czn ask about this. I presLng ‘at the .
‘mress conierence with the ICRC yesterdzy ycu asked sbeut the buffer stock.
I presume you asiked them esbour that, and I presume that they would have
told you when the arranyements were made and trey would have told vou tha-
in their view the buffer stock was encugh to meet contingencies. z
presume that sha. is the case. You tould zlso ask Catholic Reldief
Services, whick is under the US Czthclic Conference, and ask thez what ™
they think sbout the prospect of Yamine in Timer. There are two other
organisations that Lave been hesre for 2 or 3 years. Tre ICRI znc th:
Catholic ReLief Services — ask then whet thay thing about the grospec:
cf f=n e, Ask tnem whather they still conlirm in 2ny ragpest wazt the
tha = - As I understand It the villages which to:2 N""r nae cit:z
nct subject to Tamine. Furthzomore, the buffer cck is
0 be zdequate 1o meet contirgzncies. Now, I have tch ¥IL U
told vs and I Seijeve thay what ne 3234 i3 not well tz2.zncad.
useZ any cf the terms. tast ir Fznzu

"I d¢ not resgond to his use ¢t =
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A2 anywhere to iupport the Adeinistrator’:

canmot Tind Tani : ¢ cutburst 2
<he dustralizn Gishops Lzst No maper. You can check wp presams’”

wits Iadonesizn bishops anc fird what their assssamsnt 3. You can
check up with priests in Zast Timor. You mentiecn miiwes. i°%s REYS
clezrly worried me. Why is it tnat 2Ll the negztive stories unith ons
reacds atbeut cz¢r Timor and the Indcnesian Covoomment or Army oF whateuwes
it is in raspact to cast Timor, they ars all Likely to be artribatid o

‘church sources. Now, this is hzppening sd constently that 1 a2 driven to
a conclusion that most of these stories do in fact come frea priests in
gast Timor a2nc higher. It worries me why this should be the case and

T am not unaware of the fact that many people will take umbrage at the
fact that I, a separated brother, may be doubting what a parson holding
citice for many years in the Cztholic Church may have said. Now, there
may Ge - there are - in Australiz, different views among Catholics on
.this report of famine. There are maybe differences of view between .
Catnolic Relief Services in the YUnited States, which has been very active
and eifective in Timor, 2nd Catnolic Tatiaf Services in pus<ralia, which
is a componant of the sustralian Council for Gversezs Aid.

I beljeve the expianations Mr Hastings has given about the remainin
Fortuguese intluence in East Timor is corract. A grest nurter of the
clergy were educated in a Portuguese land. They were the heirs 1o a
fuit range o7 Portuguese cutture. In such z sizuztion there is 2
erisis of identity fcr such persons and it is s metier of complexity and
distress I sssume to the Msgr and to meny cf the priests. 3 would think
that fron pow on the populace jn thair schecle t=a porshic - e
churcnes will find decreasing valua and roles for the' Portuguese Lasguace
and tae Portuguese tradition. MNow, one does noi have to disparage the
Sirrugues2 lznguage or traditions to say that. ALl cneé is saying is thaz
all cther aspactis of t-a2t langusge and traditisn in the fora of man and
woman on the cround have ceparted. The church rerzins, but I think it
zlso shculd ba peinted cut that the Indonecian Governnment has taken z3 far
as I ean ses no steps whatever tc suppress tha Portuzuese vieuw. Irdonesia
js the most posulous Isiamic country in the world. AL the szme tine

there i3 no Islamic naticn that is more tolerant of other religions.

“IThere are mors2 Catholics for instance in Indonesiz than there are in
Austrziia, end Timor Timur is on2, not the oniy one, of tha Indonesizn
provinces which has & majority cf Christians. ~nare 35 cnly the smallest
szndiul of Muziims in East Timor. There are varicus conclusions as to

the number of Catholiczs there. According to the +igures the Bishop gave,
‘the Cztholice there have prospered since titeratian. There woulf Be mor:
than a2lmost hai¥ the population, zccording to the Bishop, tnat ar2 new :
Catholics. And the Indonesian Government has cone nothirg to limrit ihe- -
ossarvance of the Catholic religion cr the nroselytisation By priests

anz catechists, We met several priests and e catechist. We sau sevarati-
churchas. 'W@ S3W SOmE gispensari?s 232 sC GO cornductad by tae Cathalic

PR . - -m . e
anz +=2 worshippera in <

Church.  In Dili dtself, where there are ned treat signs Throughsul

the tswn, trere zre, as far 2s T gan sz2e, the PortiguLes? fAGES e’ LL tners
in front of the old headquartars. There is the monumant eractad in 19 C
far tha 3zn ceatenzry of the death ~% Henry tne Mavigator, anC Ci: ¥

the asighbouring streets still bezrs the nzme Jatan infante 050 Zarico.
Thaca2 i5 arother strezt there, Jelen vres L34 Pateria. MEIV/TS ot Thz
Catreriand. - Throuwghout ~he toun &nG - tne roacs ‘nto the ailis sne
czn s2e varicus jelans, jalan—jaizn, wiih & PoriLgiE3E N3RE ZTIEer it.

S0, 35 1 opcerstand it, Indonesiz, SGRTWAET exzasticnzliy 7or & cemmuniTy
which stztes rzligicuz principies amorn na founding zng fe:te coinsioles
5% a2 cormuniny, ig toiergnt o fai=ng otner Tnis ws.am.  You Sgn ses it
in Dili, znc you can s it in tnese Lages ©F Tnazonzsin. I mould tnink
-hee is & church w2 35w and usua tly ited in gwiry one o the sires

I nave g2~z --agd,  And carrainly the ~Cathearzt i3 & larze 2iils, ant
aroTrEr <., . X0 ThAE road to L{indisTi )}, the wmziuiat “enzasTios Truric,
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And in each cas2 w2 spoke to th
stgozst that zll the clergy in 7 .
S5u7 soms are, znd worry about T
2 Teasitle ard gererous explaneiion.
Q. . h ' S it s TR

I have undersiccd from same peccls that the Indoresian Soversment wes

rct intending to build ug bufier stocks. You said thet the Buifsr stock
will be suenlied. I{ there has been any difference, has it been re=conciled
about building up the buffer stock of corn? :

A. Well, I do nct knouw of any differences there. ALL I can say i3 what the
Red Cross has tolc me, what the Msgr h2s agreed that the Red Cross told
him and wha% the Australian Foreign Ministver arnounced. Also I saw the
stcrefiguses in Dili which were said to be aveilable for it, and there is
one very lafge riew storencuse there and there 2re a couple next 1o 4z
which looked in very good condiziaon. It is in a ralatively new nart of
the town on the way to the original airpsrs, which is ncw tne halicopter
airport.

o e A T A TR AT e 3 e -

i G. You are not aware of any movemen:t against stcckpiling the buffer stozik?

L A I'm rot aware o7 it. The Austrzlian Foreign Mi-ister made 2 stazta2ment
aocut this scme time 25c. 1 forgst the exzct dz2:a. I remember thal thkere
w2s scmeé sucgesticn or Tear that this annsuncement.might be thought to be
a2 rezction to the Bishon's lefter which had recajved cublicizy i Austrziiz. %
Mow, I wiltl have to.chaeck w0 see-if I am correc: thers. 1 just mention i
it 15 you so you can check up yourseLf -But the arrzngements were mad 5

o
by M- balapraz and the Foreign Affairs Degzriment in Canberca rmonz- 5 &za.
I forget exectiy shat moath it was but you OFODEuLy were told this
pestariay. As I understand it ¥r Delapraz was in Melbourre 25 far bzck
as Z2U Jure last year. As I undzrstand it, on 22 June 1987 (thi:z is the
aote I tsok, I will be Lcc<1ng ai vhe irenscripticn of yesiercay's
confarince and I do not know iF this was néntioned there), on 20 Jun

ear dr Delegrzz in Melbourne got th2 uncertaking of 30T and then
later, mayte as late as Octoker, the dalegate in Zast Timor thought that
it would be prudent to increase that 1o 10J3C. And the Australizn Governmemt

. did that. I an not a sussorter of the Austrzlian Govermment (wall, I wen's

lb

-
n
L

g~ mﬁm‘w‘ﬁ.wm Qo T S N T T T e e v e

|
criticise the Sovernment of my czuntry 1f I can avoid it when I ax outside . |
the country), but on the issue of East Timor I do net Find anything 1o :
triticise on what the Austrzlian Foreign Minister and the Depzriment of ;
! Faoreign Af7airs have done. What we have said and what w2 heve done in 5
2 Ezst Timor has my support. . ﬂ
a. . . . : |
You szy you are an eldar statesman. Coull ycu plea=ze telt vs why youo T !
ceng T3 Timor and Wwhy a2t this pariicutar tizs ana zisd vhe yiu saa vomiy,
Al bescrining zyself és an elder stzzesman s partly... as 2 mztrer of fac:
I weas roping Ter good runcur in the circumsiznrces, I den't think we alucys
- have IS be lugudrious con these gocasicns. I hope I have noT Sps2t z2nysady )
Dy zssuming thar factusl descripiicn. I weeig hoge that zny Adsirilizn |
wid ad zeea interestac o public zTfeirs, 2¢ I have Sesn, zr wns R=s Ra:z
g long ergeriznle on rescrTing theénm, sarticuiarly in Sur recton B3 B
;.28tings nEs hed for a CusrTter oV a c&rnTury. i 2rny such person Lt oTnE
szportunity tz visit East Timor that he tazaz the ogao~tohity.  ThaT is ‘
whee I did. Noo, thers o138 been 2 very cregt ooal szd zoout Esxst Tisce . |
in the Australizn mediz. If I hzd tpe copariunit; o 5o &cqd sz for }
nysslt, Iotaguzhy, well, T owill tzke the S c2ys off reczuirsl fvoeo It @l
That is.% . szve dins. - |
k : DIGITISED BY ¢BRRE&: http //tlmorarchlves wordpress com :
> —= :" sm o e e e L r———— e — - - |
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sk o them Cirectly, and

I gid roT spe inew they were nekisc srrons.ozznze.
I did nct spezk to the Red Cross cirectiy but wien I eot Szire Iomet them.
So I den't know how ali the arrargements wera msle. I wzs l2d ¢ zziieve
that 17 I got myssls to Indeonesic Trom Australia tazt inere wivwl pran3yl.
te the opportunity for me to go around East Timor by h2licspiar so 1
got myselTl Trom Austrzliz to here. I got the piane Trom Darwin to Jakartz.
You zskad me whom I saw teday. At 7.30 I nzd breekfast at the #andzrin
Hotzl with Mr Yusuf Wanandi and Mr Hzri Tjazn. At 9.00 I met Genszrz!
Fargecadbean and at 10.30 I met thnz Apostolic Pro-Nuscio. At lunch T was
the guest oF Mr Soecarmono, the Secretary-Cener3al of the Department of
roreigr Affairs. Neow I am meeting the lady and gentlemen of the internationzl
press, Toniea:t I am bainc receives by the President. So those arz the
necplz I met today and will be mesting today. '

. L. L .

What did the Pro-Nuncio have to s3y abcut the Vatican representative’s
regort? )

virnzT he told me I will not discloze.

Con you teill us whathner or notl he was 2wérs 07 whe ~20stotic Adainistretcris
itecver? .

.
1he rostralian Anbassador and I were received by tha o—Nuncio. I taink
we had 1 1/2 heurs with 2im, 2t leest ‘an hour, bur I am not gling -=a
cndiczte the subiescts thet either of us reised or the respsnse thos
gither o7 us got. I wonft, Tor instance, wien Y zeet the President, will
I? O# ¥r Penggezbean. IT I heve zrivates conversztions, the rascits ¢f
them azpsear in Cue cours: in comnenits I nmake mysel?, but I will nat -
individuelize the sources.
It sgzas te s thst KM s willinc to teli vz whzir thne
Azcstoclic ncm:nzstratc zd I Thzught perteps you mignt a2
witling to telt us what Lhe respcnse Troo the Pazpal Muncio in Jakerta uas.
Mo I am not. There is nc mystery atout zhat. I do ret Gelieve Tihet
anybcc;, havirg teen‘r ceived by & diplor2t or 2 recresentative of
arother ‘state, th Vaticnn State, or the heed of sTzte in & cocuniry LU
aisclose the adbi ezts discussacd. I zx not in any way enbarrassed on the
guestion but I am certain that ncbody whe s im thez pesitien =Ff havieg 7
such coportunities will cdatail thz cenversztion.
Czn you tzdl.me 17 the wisit is 27 your instigetion or tn2 fasvi:zticnm
o7 tne Indsnesizn Covernment?

¢ snly Indonesian

all, In
i - k4 - - = -
c® the Inconesizn Embassy
- .= . iy 7 .
srte W3S afiet 3 or 4 oweex
P 1.
.33% a2k .
- — P | P . L - ~ 3 e - emn - -
2i2 nz trzn convey the invitaticn o vou of Sicdy oo o oTIr Rinoooows.lc
“N5Ti3I1TNon Te 32 invitza? .
T - - — . . - - - - - - - - - - - - -
N5, 1 oo AT o Tnirns shavt ¥Mr Purromo 20z I o nmzEwe: Dol T T nawvE, o
H - R . JE— E T - - : T
thzsd adr: L. Gn2 sonverseticns. I oThink oz : 2 I in
Ll - - - -t -3 -
Sycnzv, I - 5 the s1twatio-.
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Vg estonled e ‘rwizsTion 12 Tu I make this 7o
Mriibm =os =% —- -t .t LS - .

c T or 1 aligl Bustraiié
LA sur Jeg r 18 pusliETt z:-'n::es-'-
- -Z;-‘.. gt ;ec:::e.".t ol tne tr ut1 which is & negaitvE u;nm...:. c;.- ’x.. nEs 2
:A‘:H; T‘ror‘ﬁSSue Lwill be influenced? s there any 3TSS vhicn acula
L™ [ [Ri% H
chance their mircs?
: Tage t rn the ts 22cut
T do rnot think that 1t 1s evéer 23 disadvantage to learn L.A ;fia'ians‘hadJ
2 cn nagd ti uniz I wisn mora Austral
it 52 the ccporIuniiy. 4 WIsh _
Iy ituzticn. I have na ¢ . 4 : ore f ° s h
:;z o-ﬂcr unity, Sut I was one that did zzve ta? oppo.;;n1t¥ yresenfef .
» Al v - ] i ~ - . N - a ] A
1o hLim zns tock tne spportunity, of seeing the country arnc I have Limate
LX) IV ",
mysalf to what I have seen and whom I nave seen.
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DOCLMENT MO, 26 |

CONVERSATION WITH A

a works for Indonesian Council of Churches (DGI).

1. Origins of Program

- Said originally it was difficult for MAWI to become involved in East
Timor but it was easy for DGI to gain entry because there were many
Protestants in the army. DGI invited MAWI to conduct a joint emergency
program to begin March 1980,

~ It was decided to set up a local committee -- Lembaga Karya Kasih Daerah
(LKKD) with representatives from Catholics and Protestants. It had
difficulty in getting official recognition from the local government.

- June 1980, Lalisang, Pooroce and Simatupang went to Dili -- received the
okay from the military commander to operate there. Help and protection
of the military was offered.

SLOW BEGINNINGS:

~ It was decided to begin workshops in Dili and Baucau on agricultural
techniques and carpentry. It became apparent however that Baucau was not
secure (personnel would travel there by CRS helicopter) so activities
were concentrated in Dili.

- In Dili, they found the people afraid and suspicious of the program
(because of its association with the army). There was virtually no
progress for 12 months.

-~ (Concentrated on building a school in Dili. Slowly began to gain recognition
but key person, Sister Lucie, has been withdrawn. (A. believes MAWI sought
from Benny Murdani a refusal to extend her permit to stay in Timor.)

- Pagar Betis: In mid-1980, program was about to start in Baucau but the
new Indonesian offensive started so they returned to Dili.

- New personnel: Sr. Lucie has been replaced by a Fr. Pandoyoc -- who has
a different approach. A. says he is too concerned with religious aims
which are not in harmory with the overall project.

Example: He ordered Karya Kasih to print a book for Catholic Church
activities. Pruwoyo, an army chaplain (Protestant) was opposed to this
on the grounds that KK money was for development. There are moves to
have Pruwoyo removed.

2. FUNDING: The original project was budgetted at Rp 240 million
Most of this comes from National churches via World Council of Churches.
The only bilateral funding comes from a West German agency.

An unspecified amount of money has been received in Jakarta for the
program but A. says that it is often held up. He said this was a general
problem in DGI with a lot of specified money actually being used for
general DGI operating expenses. (He blames Nababan for this --"who wants
all power"). p. gave the example of a reguest that Rp 5 million be sent
to Dili for ongoing costs. He checked 2 weeks later and nothing had been
done.

MAWI has never contributed funds to the project.
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3. 1982 PROGRAM

Dili - will develop sewing and literacy projects in Dili:

Baucau - Womens centre for sewing etc. will also develop a small
demonstration agricultural plot in Baucau;

Lospalos - The army has invited XK to initiate technical training and
sanitation programmes there.

A. said DGI will not provide additional staff for the project, so personnel
for the new work will have to be drawn from people now in Dili.

FOOD SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR

a.) WHITLAM: aA. said he was shocked at the claims of Whitlam. He was
suspicious of the trip because it seemed so well planned. He said
"anyone knows that even West Timorese or Indonesians cannot easily
get permission to enter East Timor and if they get it - it takes
a long time".

b.) His assessment:pGI has just received a letter from the KK representative

in Dili which said most of the Rp 5 million send in December 1981
had been used for emergency aid. This was despite specifications that
only 10 - 20% of it should be used for that purpose.

A DGI survey in Dili(and surrounding villages) and Baucau found
there was serious malnution among children. A nutrition program was
proposed.

Expressed anger and frustration at the language of newspaper reports
because they suggested there was no need for help -- "which is not
the case.” He believes that there is still starvation in East Timor.

Says that if there is a crop failure in East Timor, it will be dis-

astrous for the people because they have not been able to stock up
raserves.

5. OTHER IMPRESSIONS OF EAST TIMOR

The Church: The Karya Kasih is run seperately from the Dili Church. The

Dili Church is suspicious of motives and honesty of DGI pastors. The Dili
clergy are not willing to accept the current situation. They are very
honest -— they tell the truth and don't believe the propaganda which says
things are better now than they were in Portuguese times.

The MILITARY:

- believes that the military want KK to do well because it will get a
good name from the success of the project.

- believes the army has ulterior motives in its involvement in East Timor.

- still restricts movement of people and goods in the territory.
a) DGI wanted to move a nutritionist into East Timor but they were
refused permission;
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b) Tablets in health programs can only be distributed to patients on
day-by-day basis because army does not want them being passed on the
the resistance.

¢) Up until a few months ago ; people were not
permitted to carry more than 5 kg of rice with them out of Dili .

d) It is very difficult to get permission to go outside of Dili. When
there last year, he was restricted to a 2 km radius from Dili.

Government Programs - believes that for political motives, the G.0.1. is
investing money -- only in the major towns. He says the government is
not helping the villagers.

BAKIN -- while in Dili, he commented on all the shop frontages with com-
pany names, P.T. etc. etc. The servant from the house he was staying in
told him they were just "fronts" for intelligence offices.

Indonesian Attitudes: He says that the most successful achievement of
Indonesia's new order government is the destruction of the critical
spirit of the Indonesian people. Many Indonesians are indifferent to Timor.
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Interview with B. 4 March 1982.

B. is Indonesian, He has been a public supporter of Indonesian moves to
takeover East Timor.

Source of information about recent events:

B. spoke to 3 Bupatis from East Timor during the past two
days. The Bupatis from all over Indonesia are now gathered at
the Hotel Indonesia for a briefing on the elections on 4 May 1982.
"I have had contact on more than one occasion with them. I also
receive letters from friends in East Timor and I still have some
relatives there who send me informationX

HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

a. General impression from his remarks was that in many places
the stock of available food is very low, and the prospect of
crops is not good. "Many people are dying", he reported the
Bupatis said. The people are also badly in need of medicines
and clothes are in short supply. He emphasised that the Bupatis
he met said the situation was presently 'very bad'.

b. The Bupatis at the same time could not say anything public
abcut this in Indonesia because they would be severely punished.
B suggested they write a letter to the President and they
said they could not even do that, they are forced to remain

completely silent about this. '

HUMAN CONTACT AND RIGHT TC FREE COMMUNICATION

a. East Timor can be considered a closed state. People from
Kupang and other parts of West Timor cannot go to East Timor
without special permissions for limited conditions. Even more
so, people from other parts of Indonesia have to be subject to
scrutiny if they wish to go to East Timor - permission has to
be obtained from Hankam.

b. Students who are sent to other parts of Indonesia, eg, Java
and Jakarta, are told to say absolutely nothing about the situation
in East Timor. They are warned to keep quiet.

¢. People leaving East Timor have to receive special permission
and it is difficult to get it.

d. There is constant pressure on local officials by the military
to say nothing to government officials in Jakarta about the
situation of East Timor. -~ B .said people had told him that

the military has said: "If you talk to General Jusuf you will

be shot and we will say it was FRETILIN. (General Jusuf is
supreme commander of armed forces). "B °, referred to the
incident of the letter to the President from the 3 members of

the Peoples Representative Council (PR} {written in June 1981,
made public overseas in late Oct/Nov 1981). General Jusuf

did not receive his :copy until December 1981. B% suspects that
the information was held up by General Benny Murdani.

e. It is thought that all information from East Timor to
Jakarta officials must pass through General Benny Murdani.
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3. MILITARY OPERATIONS AND RESISTANCE

a. B.. believes there is evidence to suggest that it is the
deliberate policy of some people ~ 10-15 key people -~ to keep

East Timor in a troubled situation which would ensure the continued
necessity of military occupation and domination. For example:-

- people have reported that the Indonesian army is providing
foocd and weapons to the remaining Fretilin

~ certain military officials, eq, Dading, have never been recalled
even though it is commonly known that they are doing a bad
job. They are much more permanent than similar ranking
officials

-~ these people are the ones in the strategic logistic positions.

The people he is referring to are staff of General Benny Murdani,
says " B.

b. There is no doubt that these men are reaping considerable
financial gain from their presence in East Timor, but in addition,
B. believes there must be other motivations.

c. B. _ interprets this situation with the conjecture that

20% of the military of East Timor have been infiltrated by

Russian sympathisers. He continues that it is to the interest

of pro~-communist forces to keep East Timor in a troubled situation
(requiring constant military presence and being constantly in

a state of internal turmoil).

d. Resistance: B, thinks the Fretilin and other East Timorese
people continue their resistance up to now. The reason he gives

is they have had such a bad experience under the Indonesian occupation
which is worse than during the Portuguese colonial period that

they do not want anything more to do with the Indonesians.

If there was a true referendum, B: believes most people would

vote against integration with Indonesia.

Most people would want a free independent country, said B.

4. FREPORT ON CHURCH

a. The Bishop, Apos. Admin. of Dili has the credibility of the
people. He is seen by the people as their Father and they come
to him with their problems. Many say he is a strong man.

b. For example, in June 1981(?) the Ap. Admin. went to the

President with a threefold request for investigation re East

Timor.

1. Money from the central government was not getting to the people
of East Timor (° B_. suggests up to 90% of initial allocation
disappears along the way).

2. Some infiltration of radical and disruptive groups in the TNI
of East Timor who do not have the interests of the people
at heart.

3. The present situation of East Timor can be considered a systematic
" genocide of East Timorese people by the army.

26/5
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INTERVIEW WITHC . 6/3/82

C.

is Bast Timorese.

1. AID

a. Commercialisation: C believes ICRC aid is probably manipulated

and commercialised. He did not give an example specifically on

ICRC - but related his observation of events at Lahane, near

pare in July 1981. He visited there with an Indonesian colleague
. A large group of people are living on a river across from

Lahane at the foot of a mountain (note Lahane is just outside

Dili). ‘They were forced to move there from their villages in the

hills behind Dili by the army. Their original villages were

then destroyed. This action, said C, was to prevent Fretilin

infiltration so close to Dili. They had to build poor houses

from materials gathered by themselves.

Women from this "settlement" were called, (while he was there),

by the army to clean rice. He was told by the Timorese administrative

official for the area that the rice would be sold to Chinese
shops for sale to the population. The official also said that
the rice was originally sent to Timor by the government for free
distribution to the people.

2. ABUSE OF PCPULATION

a. Operasi Keamanan: C talked of many men aged 10-55 being obliged
to go to the mountains "to fight Fretilin". He said some of these
people were killed; others were left dying in the hills.

b. Sexual abuse: ¢, said he had heard stories and seen written
reports of events such as: death of women after multiple rapes;

the raping of women and daughters tied to male members of the family;
enforced sexual intercourse between male and female prisoners

while soldiers look "and make fun of them". In this context, C.
said he himself saw treatment of some male prisoners. They were
forced "to do ridiculous things" by the army. ¢ was told by
villagers at Lahane that soldiers would come to their houses in

the evening - take food, coffee and any bangles/jewellery and

oblige young women to spend the night with them.

c. Atrocities: c.has heard, and believes, stories of the killing
of babies by hitting their heads against rocks; of pregnant
women being cut with knives or other sharp instruments.

3. THE CHURCH

a. Apostolic Admin: C knows him well. Says he is a brave man
who denounces the barbarities in East Timer. He is sure the
Bishop's claims in the published letter are true. He compiles
information from the clergy and laity.

26/6
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b. Other Clergy: Some are “"collaborating" with the army. East
Timorese know this but they cannot voice their opinion on it.

As a whole, the church rejects integration. C.gave us a copy

of a statement of East Timor clergy delivered to an Indonesian
Religious Superiors conference on 18 September 198l. C says

the church is the strongest representative of the East Timorese
people. Neither the civil government or the military have

"the trust of the pecple".

¢c. Indonesian Bishops (MAWI):

- C.says the Ap. Admin. is unpopular with the Indonesian Bishops
because he speaks out. He said MAWI doesn't understand because
it doesn't want to accept that the Dili church does not want
integration into MAWI or that the East Timorese don't want
integration into Indonesia. MAWI urges the Ap. Admin. to
promote ecclesiastical and political integration - but it
is rejected by the people. The Indonesian bishops want the
bili church to be an agent of integration. "They have never
been there and they don't understand the problems."

- He feels the Catholic church in Indonesia sees the East Timorese
church as primitive. "They criticise us without knowing anything
of our history or the background from which we come.”

d. vatican: C-had heard the report of Mochtar's claim about
changed Vatican policy on Indonesian T.V. He was unable to

say whether it was true or not (he asked us!). "If the Pope
prays for Poland and Islamic countries, why not Timor", he said.
He considered writing to the Pope to advise him of the situation.
He felt the Vatican was probably getting a "distorted vision”

of East Timor through the Papal Nuncio in Jakarta. The church
in Timor is very isolated - “it doesn't hawve the support of
Indonesian organigations or from the universal church.”

e. Papal Nuncio: C-has visited Puente several times. Said

when he raises questions about the situation, the Nuncio says

'this is politics - I don't know', or 'this is war -~ I cannot do
anything.' ¢, says he demands complete proof of claims about

army behaviour in East Timor. . says he feels he would have to

bring the bodies to Jakarta before the Nuncioc would believe.

"He gives the impression that he trusts the army more than his

own clergy”, C said. Puente was in Timor in July 1981. C

thought he had been more convinced of the claims then. "If he cannot
trust the church, how can he trust the people."

26/7
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4. ‘Students from Timor

a. Status: Their position is very delicate. Some of them are
sent here by the government or army. They are closely watched.
If they are indiscrete, they will be sent back to Dili and
probably imprisoned. Since the arrest of the 3 DPR members in
1981, they have become much more cautious. They believe a person
in their midst - from Atambua and close to Provincial Government
(paid by them) - reports on their activities. Results of these
conditions are:

- an atmosphere of fear and distrust
- they do not even feel free to talk in Portuguese
- they cannot gpeak about the situation in East Timor - even
among themselves.
b. Views: Because they come from different political backgrounds, there
are different opinions. However, most have the following in common:
- they know the real situation in East Timor

- they believe that what is occurring in East Timor is a "systematic
genocide".

-~ they oppose the sending of Indonesians to occupy many positions
that could be occupied by Timorese

- some are disappointed with the process they are participating in

5. INFORMATION/INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

C. believes that "the fate of the people depends on the international
consciousness and the support of international organisations. If
the UN does not say what has happened is wrong, that is to agree
with what is being done. If there is no publicity, the war will
continue unknown and the Indonesian army will continue committing
crimes. The fact that the crimes and barbarities are known at an
international level is positive for the Timorese - even though

the international organisations cannot do much more for the
Timorese."
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INTERVIEW WITH D. . 7 MARCH 1982

D. is East Timorese. - Visited Timor in August 1981. Receives
letters from Timor and speaks to visiting Timorese.

1. COMMENTS ON WHITLAM/FOOD SITUATION/CHURCH

Was surprised at the content of Whitlam's reported statements.
Thinks that the places visited by whitlam were probably prepared
or were areas where he would not see starvation.

- only parts of East Timor are productive such as Suai, Lospalos,
Maliana and Bobonaro. Starvation could be found in areas of
Turiscai, Fatuberlieu, Fatululik, Iolotoe, Uatolari, Uatocarabau ...
He visited Turiscai area. Heard news of cother places from
friends and relatives from other places.

- believes Whitlam is misinformed about the priests in Timor.

- Says the Catholic Church has a special mission in society:—
to fight for justice and "freedom to choose their own way"
and to help in daily needs and difficulties.

- 1In criticising the Bishop, Whitlam has gone against the aspirations
of the East Timorese. The Bishop is the people's spokesman -
they consider him as their father and confidant. “qhe Bishop
of East Timor is the only man who can describe the true situation
of the people of East Timor. He is the only man who has the
trust of the people." The East Timorese do not place their
trust in the Provincial government.

2., THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT

a. The top military people in Fast Timor want to moncpolise power.
In order to do this, they create confusion in the ranks of the
civilian government, report to the central government about the
inability of the Timorese to govern and seek to have them replaced
by Indonesians. D.described this policy as one of 'divide and
conquer’ .

b. The Governor (Guillherme Goncalves). The military has sought

to have him removed from office. The Vice-Governor (Lopez da Cruz)
has been asked to do his work.

- Governor was in Jakarta in the first week of March seeking to
be reinstated with his powers as Governor. He has reported
his situation of powerlessness to the Central Government and
had not, as of 7 March, received a reply. D says the Governor
will stay in Jakarta until he receives a reply.

~ D says one of the reasons the army in Timor does not like him
is because of his refusal to share out among senior officers
the earnings from coffee tax (approx. Rp 500-600 million per
year or $730 000-3930 000).
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4.

C.

When Madame Suharto visited East Timor in February 1982 to
open the Dharma Wanita building (centre for women), the
army regquested Goncalves to vacate the Governor's residence.
He refused, saying that he was Governor and Madame Suharto
would stay as his guest. He was forced to leave his home
and stayed in the house of the Vice Governor. He felt this
was a direct affront to his power.

The Governor described his position as - 'I am no longer the
head - I am only the door for the military to do what they want
in East Timor.

The Vice-Governor (Lopes da Cruz)

is presently unable to occupy his office. 'He just stays at home* .

the military have tried to blame him for the inefficiencies of the
government

the military are uncertain of his allegiences so he is under constant
surveillance

story was told of senior Indon army official, Vietor Pande

asking the Vice-Governor why he had made the process of integration
difficult. Da Cruz replied that Pande should ask Ali Murtopoc not
himself. =~ 'he is responsible for the mess’'.

D says the Vice-Governor felt deceived by the Indonesian government
because it did not honour promises made to them at the 30 Nov 1975
'declaration of integration'.

The Indonesian army figures named as being at the centre of power
in Timor are Colonel Kalange, Victor Pande and Asis.

Kalange is the top military person permanently in Dili

Pande is God-father of one of Lopes da Cruz's children - but
reports on the activities/views of the Vice Governor

Asis is a member of the Governors staff.

D says these three are all appointments of Benny Murdani. He names
Benny Murdani and Ali Moertopo as being ultimately in charge of East
Timor.

TIMORESE ATTITUDES

'All East Timorese of high consciousness know they are under neo-
colonialism. They are unable to express their views freely.'

On the pélitical aspiration of the East Timorese today, D said
‘This is as clear today as ever; they want freedom. In the heayy-
of each East Timorese person, I am sure he is a nationalist.’'

OTHER POINTS

Death of Antonio Brites: Alsc known as 'Nixon'. Was a member of Fretilin
who surrendered. Was taken by Indon military in July 1981 to 'show the
way' in a military operation in Maubara (N-W East Timor). Was shot in
the back and killed by the army. Was told this by his father-in-law

who was told by a friend who was a witness.

Life in Dili - the situation is good for those who have money. He also
noted a dual system of law:- if civilians die, they get no justice; if
army members die, Justice is meted out quickly.

Passports for Exit: Says those who have permission from the Australian
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embassy for entry to Australia are quickly issued with Portuguese passports.
However, those without such papers usually have long delays before getting

a passport. D believes the decisions are made on each case in Lisbon.
Relatives of his paid Rp 1 million to get through the airport

without a passport.
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Interview with D. . 10 March 1982

1. SOURCE: .D-:, has been meeting with some of the Bupatis from East
Timor since they finished their meetings in Hotel Indonesia on Friday.
Each morning they have been gathering to discuss various matters esp.

a. Public Information re East Timor

On Saturday (6 March) all the Bupatis were called to the Govermor's
house and told that "they should tell a lie about the situation in East
Timox" (. p's. words as reported by Bupatis to him} and that they

are to speak to no-one from the press especially the foreign press.

If asked about the content of the Bishop of Dili's letter, they

are to say it was not true. They are to report that everything is
going well. D . reported that the reaction of the Bupatis was

they decided they have to agree to say nothing because:

i. of their position of responsibility

ii. of the pressure on them (their own words) they are being forced
to tell a lie.

b. The Governor of East Timor wants to run for office again while
military and other people are trying to get him replaced. "~ p saiad
he last talked to some Bupatis and had a drink with them that
morning.,

c. . Dp. said they also discussed the comments of Whitlam and
ICRC as reported in the papers, during the Saturday interview between
Bupati and the Governor.

2. COMMENTS ON WHITLAM (from p .}
a. D . says J. Wanandi is working with Benny Murdani.

b. He thinks it is a contradiction to say that there is no

danger in Bast Timor/to say that Whitlam felt gquite safe in East
Timor and yet confess that he only travelled around in a helicopter,
ie. didn't go by land.

¢. Bancau lLos Palos, Maliana are three districts which have special
areas in them that has been prepared since the beginning to receive
foreign visitors and press. These areas have been prepared as proof
that food shortage claims are false. They have had constant attention
and things do look alright there. But there are other areas of the
same district and other distxicts where there is 'Wwidespread
disease and famine " because little attention has

been given to them.

d. D . says he thinks many people do not believe what Whitlam has
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said because they know the situation to be different. Only it is very
difficult for a Timorese to tell the truth publically, eg. Bishop da Costa
Iopes could not reveal his sources of information when he spoke to Whitlam
under the circumstances of his visit.

3. ECONOMIC SITUATION
D. gave evidence of a general situation of economic instability and
price ranges that make it almost impossible for the orxdinary people
of East Timor to be able to buy even the basic necessities.

a. The nine major commodities that in the rest of Indonesia are
subject to price stability in East Timor are subject to hich
fluctuations, eg. in Dili a sack of rice *50 klg. now costs Rp20,000,
but outside Dili could cost up to Rp35,000, eg. in Bobonaro,

Eemwea, Six months ago a sack of rice cost Rpl2,000. (The present
price for IR rice in Jakarta per sack is Rpl0,000 or Rpl3,000 if
bought by the kilogram).

b. Other prices indicate high inflation that makes it almost
impossible for the ordinary people to buy food, eg:

in 1976 one sack of rice cost °~ Rp7,000
in 1977-1978 one sack of rice cost Rpl2,000
in 1981-1982 one sack of rice cost Rp20,000-35,0600

The rice in East Timor is only the poor quality rice, says D,

It is hard for people to buy rice in kilo measures. Eithexr they
buy in the sack or they buy small containers from the kiosk at
even more inflated prices. Pork meat is from Rpl,000/klg, while
other meat can also be as high as Rpl,000 per kilo. Previously
meat was readily available at prices ordinary people could afford.
Now it is beyond their reach. Goat meat is not sold by the kilo
but you have to buy a whole animal - a small kid in Dili costs
Rp50,000 (or from Rp30,000) but outside Dili will cost from
Rp60,000.

Clothes etc: a pair of trousers in Jakarta costs Rp7,000
a pair of trousers in Dili costs Rpl4,000
a motor bike in Jakarta costs Rpl.5 million
a motor bike in Dili costs Rp3.5 million

c. Some parts of East Timor are fertile, eg. Maliana, Natabora, Uatolari,
los Palos, Baucau, Fatumaka, Vikeke but the present harvest is

not enough for the whole area of East Timor ( D, . gave the impression

that this was not the case previously). BAlso inflated prices

makes it very difficult to buy available crops. Other areas

are not getting any crops because transportation blocked by

resistence forces, and danger of ambush. p . also says that

outside labour, contract labour from other islands working on

construction and plantations get preference to available supplies .
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d. Many people live on seasonal crops. They have to wait for !
harvest before getting an income. 1In the case of coffee, they get
the price that is determined by P.T. Denok. At present it is
around Rp300-500 Rp/klg. (In Jakarta Rpl000-1500/klg.)

e. P.T. Denok has control over the buying and selling of the
major export crops and the 9 staple commodities. D provided
the following information about the operations of P.T. Denok:

1) Benny Murdani is the real Director of the company. Asis and
Dading are also involved on the directorship of the company.
{Kalangi is not involved, says p ). 1In Dili Mr Tejo is the chief.
Hendro is the No. 2.

2) There are many local companies -in the districts owned by
military officials or Jakarta officialdom, eg. Ahmir Mahmud has
some business interest there. But all of these are under the
contrcl of P.T. Denock.

3) People cannot sell coffee outside their own town. This is
controlled by check points along all the main roads controlled

by the military. Even if you bring coffee for personal
consumption, you have to bribe the check points to get it through.

f. Difficulty of obtaining work: D - says people are not
lazy or unwilling to work. There are certain factors that make
work difficult to obtain, eg:

1) Free movement of the population is restricted, particularly
unable to move from resettlement areas back to previous occupation.

2) Large numbers of people are brought from outlying villages
to be forced to live close to the Kecamatan (town).

3) Many areas are no longer in cultivation (left because of
resettlement programmes).

4} Indonesian companies have brought in contract workers from
outside East Timor to work in construction and plantation enterprises
(for obvious reasons) who take the jobs of the people of East

Timor { p also said that in many cases, the East Timorese

people are not willing to cooperate and work with Indonesian

owned companies.

g. Local Trading, once done by East Timorese Chinese is now done

by Chinese brought in or given permission to operate in East Timor

by the military command. These Chinese are from Surabaya, Bali, Bandung
and Jakarta. D. comments that the sort of Chinese brought in

are the ones the military find most cooperative with their interests.
The surrendering of the economy to the Indonesian Chinese has

made it difficult for local East Timorese to get into trading.

Even the small shops and kiosks run by a few East Timorese have

been given no assistance from government or military.

h. The harvest in most areas of East Timor depends heavily on the
rainfall. Generally farmers are accustomed g, gubsistance level
farming ~ ie, farm for their own reguirements. They are now
forced to buy and sell their crops so that the traditional pattern
has been disruptive. .P. comments that their lack of education
and lack of attention to the whole agricultural sector has created
a very disruptive situwation. Especially in isolated areas like
Lakluta, Turiskai, Maubisse, Ietefoho, where there is little
contact by land with outside world and the people are forced to

do things for the military, eg. grow certain cash crops, sell
their produce at low prices on credit, give their crops to feed
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the army etc.

4. RESETTLEMENT

a. Many resettlement camps still exist throughout East Timor.

The programme of continuing to resettle pecople in East Timor is

an ongoing one. It has stopped temporarily because the military
feared a possible resurgance of resistance from the East Timorese

as a result of the publication of the DPR letter to the President and
other documents/news. The original plan was to begin resettlement in
December 198l. The internal resettlement of East Timorese would

be followed by forced resettlement in other parts of Indonesia
outside Timor. 'p.. said lie obtained this information from an
Indonesian Government official (in the planning section for

East Timor resettlement).

b, Forced resettlement has been occuring from one Kabupatan to
another as well as from outlying wvillages to towns, eg. from
Bancau to Binar® from Ios Palos - Same and Bobonaro.

¢ . The reason for resettlement according to D is that the
military fear the East Timoxese will form groups of local resistance
(not necessarily armed resistance) to the Indonesian occupation.

He also stated that resettlement was a result of continued
Fretilin resistance in the mountains,

d. Cne of the results of resettlement is the disruption of
agricultural patterns because the people do not know the new

land - ie, how best to cultivate, where to cultivate, etc.

5. HUMANITARIAN AID - ICRC/CRES

a. D says the ICRC aid never comes straight to the people -~
and everytime it goes through an intermediary, they use some of it
for their own interests. In the local districts, there is the
Danril, Dandis Dansec (police and military officials) all

more powerful than the Bupati himself all of whom also handle the
aid.

b. Especially in igolated areas like ILakluta, the ordinary people
know that the white man has come to help them but they never know
what they bring because they never see any of it.

c. In other areas the presence of ICRC and CRS foreign personnel is a
sign of hope for them that one day they will be "free" to attain
independence. When they hear that the white man is coming to help,
the help they are thinking of is not foed but freedom. ( D

says the people are willing to go without food (to starve) if it

means freedom.) But instead of freedom they only get food.

In .Maubisse when a white person got out of a helicopter, an

0ld man rushed up and knelt before him asking him to help them

attain freedom.

6. HEALTH
a. The whole health programme of East Timor is in the hands of

Dr Alex and Dr Berrik, both from NTT. The former is Kepala Dinas
Kesehatan, the latter Kepala Kanwil Dinas Kesehatan.
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b. These two take a lot of the ICRC medical supplies, keep them
hidden and sell them at a later stage. This information was passed
on by a religious sister who works in the health section and by
another man (name given) who is a member of the ICRC team.

c. Many of the jobs in the medical profession are taken by Indonesians
and not made available to competent East Timorese.

d. Military doctors are placed at all levels of the operation.

e. In isolated areas, all the medical distribution shops are
selling ICRC medicines.

7. RESISTANCE

a. D., says he is sure Xanana js still alive. There was news that
he was killed by Vidasa Menuri last year. His brother reported

he was killed to D. in Jakarta, but a more recent report from

his cousin says he is still alive and still controls the Eastern

part of East Timor. The military are making payments to local

pecple for information of his whereabouts. The people of East

Timor, says p., passively support him, and actively in some parts.

b. p 1is convinced that the true secret in each East Timorese

heart is that he or she is a nationalist and has a desire for independence.

c. D believes that East Timor cannot be seen as a foregone
conclusion. "We are in a process of evolution and the end of
the process is to achieve freedom - to have the ability to
decide for yourself as a person who is free and created by God".
‘D is convinced that East Timor can still move towards that
direction.

d. p . says he is locking for concrete ways to achieve his dream/ideal
but at the moment he can only think of either Internmational pressure,
especially in America or/and Resistance of sorts by the East Timorese.

"If we ever become forgotten by the international forum, we will
suffer the same fate as Irian Jaya. This is why we continue to
hope that people will continue to fight for our rights."

GENERAL IMPRESSIONS:

- D seems well informed about historical developments in
East Timor

- He has many contacts that substantiate his stories

- While he is very aware of the dangers, he still is anxious that
the world know the full story

- He wants to continue the struggle.
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CONVERSATION WITH E 8 March 1982

E is related to & senior person in Indonesian Red Cross in East Timor.

1, HEALTH

" a. Doctors: E says Indonesian doctors don't want to serve the
people. They can't get much money in East Timor. It is very
difficult to get medical treatment. As anexample he told the
story of a woman . who died in January 1982. She went to hospital
to give birth. During labour, she lost a lot of blood and needed
a transfusion. A doctor was called but he took a long time to
arrive. E says that the reason for her (and the child's) death
was that when he did arrive, he only gave her serum and then left.
He never returned to check on her condition. E sai@ it is events
like this which cause people to say that it is better to stay

at home than go to the hospital.

b. Hospitals: Informant said the hospital conditions and
treatment were generally poor. He cited the example of

hospital which he visited last year. A friend of his was in the
hospital with a bullet wound to his leg. He did not recognise
the friend until the latter saw him and called him - such

was his condition. Food was not available in the hospital. All
people in hospital were Timorese. E said the general
hospital in Dili is almost exclusively for the military. There
is a new hospital for the civilian population in bili.

¢. General Health: ©Understands that T.B. rates have increased
since 1979 - but treatment is difficult to obtain. ~says the
general health of children is declining because of food shortages,
and the rising prices of food are beyond ordinary Timorese.

d. Medicines: E says medicines are difficult to obtain outside
Dili - and they are expensive. He cited the case of a Camat he
spoke to from the laclo area. There were cholera outbreaks in
his area. He could not get medicine in Manatuto, so he had to
go to Dili,

2. AID

a. International Red Cross: Was certain that conditions found

by ICRC on Atauro were prepared. B spoke to an ICRC worker

. recently after an ICRC trip to East Timor. He said the worker
told him that up to 45% of ICRC aid was not reaching the

people. Food aid would be carried by jeep from the storehouse

to the distribution point. Before reaching that point, the jeep
would stop at 'the house of the Bapak' and some would be offloaded.
He said he told him that he interviewed people in one place

to determine how much sugar they received. He found that they
were receiving less than the ICRC specified amount. It was gig
opinion that the missing sugar would hawve been sold.
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b. 1Indonesian Red Cross: E simply said: "Concerning the PMI -
it is a pity I have to say this - but it is not sufficient.”

3. PRISONS

. Atauro: Says conditions are very bad there. He believes the

death toll is 5-6 per day. A major problem is a water shortage

on the island. He spoke to a Camat who visited relatives on the island.
Believes there are some 3,000 people held there. He understood

the use of Atauro as a prison began in 1980. The attack on Dili

in June 1980 - which failed in its objective - resulted in the

capture by TNI of documents which named many people. These people

were rounded up and sent to Atauro. The families of these people

were also impriscned.

b. Other: Portuguese gaols are used. Before June 1980, political
prisoners were held in Balide prison in Dili - but now only non-
political prisoners are held there. E has not heard of other islands
being used as prisons for East Timorese.

c. Economic Consequences: E stressed the results of imprisonment.
If a head of family or son is imprisoned, money for food etc is
almost impossible to gain in most cases. This leads members of

the family into prostitution and spying for the Indonesian army .
in order to get money.

d. Treatment in Prisons: g says punishment of priscners is common
outside Pili because it is easier to get away with it. His young
cousin witnessed the killing of 3 prisoners in the Baucau market
place in 1979. The 3 Timorese village people, who had been members
of the resistance (not leaders) were tied to crosses, stabbed and
kicked publically. They died after 24 hours. (g says former
resistance members may not be killed - but are generally not able
to get jobs.)

4. QTHER COMMENTS

a. Provincial Government: g says the leaders of the local
government are divided amongst themselves.

b. Development: Said "urbanisation" is progressing in East
Timor — in certain towns. eg. Dili and Baucau 1In Maliana

poor housing but agriculture is growing. In Baucau good
housing is due to the work of the Bupati. His attempts to
improve conditions have bought him up against the army.
Differences between the army and the civil administration are
comnmon. Some people who are working closely with the Indonesian
government are living well.

c. Whitlam/ICRC reports: Says they are lies. "I cannot believe
them", he said.

d. Indonesian immigrants: Says the majority of people in
Dili are from Java and West Timor. These people are considered before
East Timorese - in Jjobs etc - he said.
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E gspeaks reascnable English. Conditions of the interview were difficult
- in an office with people moving in and out. He agreed to write
something for us on the above topics - especially health, ICRC.
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INTERVIEW WITH: . G. H. P. 9 MARCH 1982

G was in Dili until the end of November 1981
H was in EXMera/pjlj until the end of December 1981
F. left Bast Timor 6 months ago.

ECONOMY (g worked as driver for P.T. Denok)

The whole export economy is controlled by P.T. Denok, which has
branch offices throughout the whole of East Timor. These
branch offices are under different names but they all belong

to the same monopoly.

The main export crops, coffee, sandalwood as: well as secondary
ones, feurisi, copra must be sold at the place where they are
grown, at the price set by P.T. Denok.

anyone who is caught transporting crops to other districts, even
in small amounts for private distribution among family, eg,

in Dili, will be punished. If the amounts are small, 2-3 kilos,
the crop will be confiscated by either P.T. Denok or by the
military for P.T. Denok. If the amounts are large, the crop
will be confiscated and the people carrying it will be put

in jail.

The price is considered far too low by the local people who

grow it. Coffee prices vary according to international prices.
The price given to the farmers in 1981 was never higher than

Rp350 per kilo, and sometimes as low as Rpl50. The monopoly,

P.T. Denock would sell it to local Chinese for local consumption
with a 100-150% mark up. The going market price for coffee at the
moment in Dili is Rpl,200/kilo which is mixed with rice and corn.

fhe Director of P.T. Denck is Hendro, from Jakarta. The head
office is in Jakarta. Hendro and the officials of P.T. Denok
have commercial interests in Australia and Singapore (our
informant does not know the details of these).

Our informant, ' B , had worked as a driver with P.T. Denok,
transporting goods from Ermera to Dili and supervising the
harvest to see that none is stolen or sold to other sources.

G. worked for P.T. Bora? for some time. P.T. Bora?
is, he believes, the only other exporting importing company not
under the control of P.T. Denok. It is a small company owned by
a Javanese named MARZUKI from Surabaya.

Another company P.T. Nadiak, also owned by P.T. Denck is the
monopoly company for all imported goods into East Timor.
AGRICULTURE

People usually cultivate land at some distance from their village.
The land they cultivate does not necessarily belong to individuals,
but is used by individual families for specific periods.

Previously, there was an abundance of alternate crops if any
one crop failed. Now there is an acute food shortage. There

is very little agricultural work being done these days (by
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b.

comparison).

There are several reasons for this, among others:

- the resettlement programmes have caused people to leave
their own district and live in other areas. They do not
know which land to harvest and are often not able to go
out looking for fresh land.

- any movement in and cut of the village requires police/military
permission (surat jalan) and as this is a lot of trouble to do each
day they want to go to the fields, they tend not to do it.

- when put in resettlement areas, they are unsure of wvhich is
good land and which is poor. They do not know the land
around them and so they tend to leave it and wait for rice or
other food distribution. The resettlement areas do have
small gardens, but they are insufficient for even basic needs.

RESETTLEMENT

Resettlement occurs in all the Kabupatens. Once people are

in resettlement areas, they are not permitted to return to

their own village. eg. also people who returned from the
mountains and surrendered in Dili are forced to stay in Dili

and not return to their own village. Houses are being built

for them. (6 X & metres; 2zinc roof, 3 ply walls - poor construction)
in a special area near the airport of Dili (47 houses} -

¥ comments that it is hard to believe even when the Timorese

tell the story.

F says people are forced to livein Resettlement areas and
stay there for some years. They cannot go back te their
own houses (villages) for a number of reasons: egq.

- original houses destroyed through lack of maintenance

— in some areas, there is danger of Fretilin and TNI attack
~ some have been destroyed by either Fretilin or TNI

The people are promised that they will be able to return
to their own land but they have not been able to so far.
Fsaid "the Timorese love their country and don't want to
be forced to live here or there by outsiders agains their

will®

MILITARY ACTIVITY

Resistance continues but at a much lower level than previously
(3-4 years ago). The Fretilin still give the army problems
because they attack, looking for food.

Fretilin are not as well organised as before. They never stay
in a fixed place - they never attack the local population in the
villages. And sometimes the population supplies the

Fretilin.

F used to work in ICRC - he asked for increase in pay

after working there one year because it was dangerous to
take food to the mountains. If the Fretilin do take the
food, we will be accused of collaborating with Fretilin when
we return and report the food is stolen. We could be shot.
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(NOTE: Sometimes they seemed -to suggest - it was dangerous
to be around Fretilin areas because of what Fretilin would do
to them but -it became clear . yhat the danger came in being
seen to associate with Fretilin - the Indonesian army would
punish, shoot or jail them). eg.our informant told us: The
military say, "If you go to that area, out of the resettlement
area, we will not be responsible for your security" - could
mean: "you could be shot by the TNI not Fretilin®.

OPERAST KEAMAN AN (July -~ September 1981)

Everyone was forced to take part in this operation to put an
end to Fretilin. People were forced to participate. If
they did not, they were taken to the Koramil (local military
command) by the police of the village.

At night trucks would go around loocking for men who had
escaped conscription and take them away to the

H said he saw a truck pick up some men in front of Balide
Church. H said he had been able to escape recruitment
because he was always about to go to some other district.

The people all went without weapons, and had to walk around

or go to special areas in the hinterland. They would receive food
5 klg of rice or corn for 1-3 weeks. (Sometimes they would

not receive new supplies for 3 months). They were expected

to find food for themselwves in the bush.

Many people died of starvation during this operation, others
returned very sick and some went mad. Most people, who
returned, came back very weak.

ICRC

Food was taken to Beaco by ICRC and during the night the

army came and stole 5-6 sacks of supplies, rice, sugar, etc. The
man who was watching the supplies could do nothing. He
reported it to an ICRC official the following morning, who

did not send the report to the head office of ICRC " He just
kept quiet about it ", so reports H . The food was either

kept or sold even in Beaceo itself. This happened in

Jate 1979, and is an example of what happens regularly. It
also happens with medical supplies. Often whenever the

army is short of money they come to take supplies to be re sold
in the market - everyone knows, no-one can do anything

or complain. This has been happening in Viqueque, Dilor,
Beaco, Baucau and Laga .....

FOOD

"Manipulation” or loss due to supplies being taken by Army
means many isolated areas don't get emergency relief.

There are still plenty of people dying from hunger. In
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other areas there is enough food to keep living but only one
meal a day, and very poor guality by comparison with previous
years.

General situation of not enough food all over Timor - this
was reported in reply to our request to be specific - which
areas?? News of it is controlled by Government.

Even in Dili you can see skinny children with protruding
stomachs.

GOVERNMENT AID TO EAST TIMOR

F says there is evidence of money going into building construction,
houses, reoads ete, but in fact most of the money goes to the
buildings of TNI and Indonesian officials and not to the people.

(PTO'\:
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INTERVIEW ¢, y. P. 13 March 1982

l. FAMILY REUNION/REFUGEES

a. A large number of people want to leave East Timore because
they believe there is no life for them as part of Indonesia.
"The government does not give them a chance to re-organise their
life", said y. He blames the situation on the behaviour of the
army and by a small minority of Timorese. This minority he
identified as Apodeti members who, for example, "tell lies

to the army such as saying a particular person is connected with
Fretilin". This causes great difficulty for that person.

b. Citizenship: People do not take citizenship because they
don't want to be Indonesian.

¢. Costs: Many are unable to leave because of the cost of getting
out of East Timor, of staying in Jakarta and the cost of gaining
an exit permit.

i. Surat Jalan from Dili: They believe the only way to get

out of East Timor is with a Surat Jalan. This document has to

be signéd by 3 authorities in Dili - the army, intelligence and
local government. It is only for a limited period - usually two
weeks = and is usually issued on the pretext that the people

are going to Jakarta for shopping, medical treatment etc. The
costs of obtaining the Surat Jalan vary. It is usually done by
one person who gets all the required signatures. He is paid by
the person leaving - and in turn pays others who have secured

the signatures. The average price is probably about Rp 1 million.
GPaid this amount. H paid slightly less. When they left, they
were not required to lodge a guarantee of return. 'They flew from
Dili - Kupang - Bali - Jakarta by Garuda F28. Current price of
trip is Rp 150,000.

ii. Exit Permits: Both Gand Hhave Portuguese passports. G

has an entry permit for Australia butH , whose family is in Australia
is not eligible. The passports are now in the possession of

a middle'man who will attempt to secure the exit permit. They
were told it would cost approximately Rp 1 million. They knew

People had paid more than this.

4. 'People'in Jakarta: Informants thought there were only about

10 Timorese in Jakarta awaiting exit. ‘They did not know of any

who were on the list of 625. They thought there were some 300 Chinese
in Jakarta - but they were not sure. Some had been here for up to

two years. They said that the main reason there were more Chinese
than Timorese getting out was economic - in many cases Chinese had
been able to sell homes and/or shops to gain enough money to leave.
This is not possible for most Timorese.
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2. RESISTANCE:

a. All three believed that the actual numbers in the resistance
was quite small. They described them as small guerilla groups
operating in various parts of East Timor. They never stay in

one place. They did not believe that the groups were co-ocrdinated.

b. The informants believed that the majority of the resistance
were "Fretilin" and this is what people call the resistance. Many
people joined Fretilin after the invasion - even though they were
not part of the group earlier. 'The present resistance also includes
people who surrendered - were mistreated - and so returned to the
bush.

c. UDT still exists "in the mind of some people" in East Timor said F
As an organisation, it did not really exist. He thought that it

was possible for UDT and Fretilin people in East Timor to co-operate.
However, some "educated people” are concerned about the Communist
label given to Fretilin. F said he believed that the majority of
"ordinary Timorese" are not worried about such labels - it is
meaningless to them.

d. 'They had no definite news about Xanana. They all knew who
he was and described him as the "leader of one group". They had
heard stories about his dmath but more recent suggestions that
he was still alive.

e. F. was unsure or unable to give his own feelings about continued
resistance. He did say that he thought the existence of the
resistance did cause problems for the wider population because

the army would remain active there. He understood that if the army
discovered that Fretilin had visited a certain village, there

was a possibility that the arxmy would conduct "a massacre™ in _
that village. "The East Timorese just want to survive", he said.
He added that Fretilin does not attack the population. The usual
actions are ambush of Indonesian patrols or posts to capture

food and weapons. '

3. MILITARY OPERATIONS

a. Lacluta: All three were wery sure that the deaths at Lacluta
did occur. "Everyone in East Timor knows about it."™ They had
heard stories about similar events in other places in East Timor
during Operasi Keamanan but were unable to confirm them. They
believe that killing of the population is common-place. Sometimes
their reasons are political: in some cases there appears to be

no reason at all. F says maybe the killings might be the result
of Indonesian troops having to spend weeks on end in the mountains.
Of Lacluta, they believed that the majority of those killed were
ordinary East Timorese who were surrendering. There may have been
a few members of Fretilin in the group.

b. Batallions 744/5: They are composed of a mixture of East Timorese,
Javanese  and Indonesians from other parts - especially West Timor.
When formed, about half of the batallion members were East Timorese
but their numbers were being reduced because the army does not
trust the East Timorese.
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F agreed that being members of 744/5 would mean they would have to
act against their own people. He said that once in the Batallion,
they would have to obey Indonesian army orders. He believed the
main reason for joining the batallions was economic - there are

few jobs for Timorese ~ this is one. F thought that seeking
revenge for known or alleged Fretilin actions against family

members was not a significant factor in the reasons why East
Timorese join 744. Some pecple may have been forced to join.

GEsaid when he surrendered in 1979, he was obliged to join Hansip.
He remained in Hansip until the end of Operasi Keamanan - Sept 1981.

4. FREEDOM QF MOVEMENT/COMMUNICATION IN EAST TIMOR

a. Postal: Closed letters cannot be sent from Dili via the

post office. It is generally believed that all such mail is inspected.
Timorese send letters by 'safe hand' to Jakarta where they are

put into the postal system. Ietters posted in Dili may take a month
to get to Jakarta. F has a friend in Jakarta who received an

envelope which contained no letter. It is possible to send

letters into East Timor.

b. Telephone: There is a telephone link between Jakarta and

Dili - but it is not available to the public. Attempts to

be connected via the exchange are met with statements that the

facility is not available. Contact can be made through the army

or the Ministry of Home Affairs. It is possible to ring direct

from Dili to Jakarta.

(NOTE: The latest edition of Perumtel's "SLJJ NOMOR XODE WILAYAH" -
~ which gives area codes for inter city telephone calls -

has no entry for East Timor. Kupang is listed)

¢. Travel in East Timor: Surat Jalans are required for travel
anywhere in East Timor. Even from town to town within a Kabupaten.
Informants said that it is permissable to go without a surat jalan
but if one does so, he/she faces the prospect of being guestioned
by the military and being suspected of aiding or contacting the
resigtance. 8o, they described the surat jalans as being necessary
for their own protection. The informants added that Timorese
rarely went anywhere by themselves. They travelled in groups to
avoid the possibility of harrassment by the army.

5. TRANSMIGRATION

a. p understands that the official program will begin in about
1984. He was told that Javanese families would go there. The
program will begin with a pilot group of 40 families who will
go to a fertile area such as Maliana.

b. Other Indonesians have moved to East Timor but not as part of
Transmigrasi. One of the informants said, "there are many
foreigners in East Timor." He was referring to Indonesians from

26/26

DIGITISED BY CHART Inc: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

U

A T Sy L -




Sulawesi, West Timor and other islands. They operate as merchants
and almost all of them are in Dili. F cited the situation of
East Timorese nurses. Many of them cannot get a job in hospitals
or clinics. The jobs are given to nurses from Indonesia.

6. PRISONS.

At the height of Indonesian military operations in earlier years,
all "army companies" had their own prison. They had absolute
authority and imprisoned at will. Informants were not sure of
prisons in the countryside of East Timor now. Balide prison

is used - but they believe most political prisoners were now kept
on Atauro and probably elsewhere. Informants believed a number of
people have been taken to another island - but they don't know which
one. They speculate that it might be Buru. They did not know
anything about the village of Ostico (place where ex~Fretilin
people are living). Believe that in many cases, whole family

goes with the prisoner. Informants were unsure of whereabouts

of David Ximines.F saw him (still in Detention) in July 1981.

7. FOOD

a. ICRC: F commented on the report that ICRC said there was
no famine. He said he doesn't believe the report. He is sure
that ICRC would have been taken to prepared places and that
ICRC would not have been permitted to go everywhere.

b. Fcommented on the word "famine". If this means that severe
malnutrition is commonplace, then there is a famine in East
Timor. It is not sufficient he said, to have a full stomach.
Before 1975 there was malnutrition but not as bad as now.

F said they never heard of pecple dying of malnutrition before
1975. At that time, he said, "even a poor man had some food
and a house. Now a poor man has nothing."

8. PUBLICITY AND THE FUTURE

a. Publicity: F said he thought is was possible that publication
of events in East Timor may affect family reunions. %he Government
must guess that the information comes from Timorese. On the other
hand he said, the world should know what is happening in Bast
Timor. "This war has been going on for nearly 10 years", he said,
"but our problems are still unsolved - all the publicity has not
significantly helped the Timorese." But, he added, "if we just
wait — it is certain nothing will happen." ‘

b. International support: The local government of East Timor
is powerless. The only possibility is that the Government of
Indonesia changes its position. Perhaps this can happen if the
USA or Australia change their positions.

c. 'AsEirations: There are many injustices in East Timor. The
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local government is unhappy. Even Apodeti members are unhappy .
The objective of the East Timorese people is to be free. We

are integrated because we are obliged to be - we have no other way
open to us.

9. OTHER COMMENTS:

THE CHURCH: The church is the only organisation that the East
Timorese people trust. They have a special respect for the
church. Everything they know, they tell to the priests. F
believes strongly that the statements of the Bishop are true for
this reason.

DEATH TOLL: All 3 informants believed the death toll was high.

F believed many were directly killed. Many hundreds were killed
during the first days of the invasion. In response to my guestion
as to how many have died, F said that the population was about
700,000 before the war. Now, it was about 450,000 - 500,000.

I can conclude for myself he said. He said his population figure
was based on a survey by a Catholic Priest in Timor. He thought
the 1980 Indonesian census figure of 553,000 would have included
Indonesians.

REFLECTION ON INTERVIEW

The interview was conducted in English. One of the informants
had a fair grasp of the language - but answers did not carry a
wealth of detail. Conversation was difficult because the
English-speaking informant seemed reluctant to give details of
sources. His reluctance may be partly explained by his fear

that talking to me may endanger his position here. His aim is

to return to Timor to do what he can for his pecople with skills
and knowledge gained in Indonesia. He does not want to be forced
to return to Timor before his course is finished. He asked me to
not give his name to any other visiting Australians.
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Interview with I and .J 15 March 1982

I -was born in Ermera, went to Dili for S.MA,worked for a while
in coffee traiding company - was in Portuguese army — worked with
CRS during last few years . . :

Jwas born in Lakluta - educated in Dili, was a Camat for a short
time during Portuguese times, ' - _ his
family is helped by some assistance from family in Australia and the
government of East Timor. Both have relatives who were captured.
Jsays people have said he is on the black list but because of
connections, he has never been imprisoned. His brother is constantly
harrassed and occasionally tortured, but his life is -spared because
of connections. Both these two spent time in the jungle with
Fretilin. They have friends who inform them of more recent events
but get little information through letters.

INTERROGATION - HUMAN RIGHTS ETC

a. The normal procedure is for a captured or surrendered person
to be interrogated at the Koramil. If they were important people,
they would be held for a few months. Then they would be sent to
Dili for further interrcgation and held in Saneho(?), and possibly
after that they are sent to Comarca and then after 6 months

they completely disappear without a trace.

"We often heard that women were stripped and tortured with live
cigarettes and with electric shocks to the genital region."

10 JUNE 1980 INCIDENT

I was in Dili - I had just come from Suai. I was working with CRS.
I was near Lahane . Shooting began in the evening and continued
till around 6.00am.

Then the people around the place of attack were rounded up and taken

to the Koramil for interrogation one by one. They were all accused

of sheltering Fretilin. All their houses were burnt down. Many people
disappeared during this time. Ordinary people living in the houses
around where the army was attacked. The people who were left were
gathered around places where the TNI had a stronghold.

Some informed on others. If they did not say where Fretilin was

or who just returned from the jungle, they would disappear without
trace. Now they live, still in shacks and shantys. There have been
some new houses built but not enough.

POLITICAL PRISONERS

While in prison, often the only food they get is what is brought

by their families. When they are released they still have to report
every month (sometimes every week) to the Koramil. Often unexpectedly
they will be picked up and taken without explanation to the Koramil.
where they will be questioned and held for a day - 2 days - sometimes
they are beaten sometimes they just disappear. The army tells the
family they have been given a job in another area.

The people are constantly scared of being picked up at any time by
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the army - they don't know why, whether they will be tortured or
killed.

Each evening the army truck goes around picking up people - ordering
them to get into the car without reasons given to take nothing.
This was seen to happen many times in 1980-1981 by I and J.

People are scared to live in Dili, but are not permitted to go back
to the districts.

1978: The head of intelligence was a good man. He abolished torture
and released prisoners.

1 979-1980: Another man took his place. BAll prisoners freed by
Mr.Guanap the previous head, were recalled and then disappeared.

This was at least 200 people - all the leaders and educated menbers
of the community. Many others were constantly called, interrogated
and tortured. These included J's brother, who also was not permitted
to obtain work until mid 1981.

CRS OPERATIONS

Our job was to go to the Kabupaten or Kecamatan and count the number
of families. Then we would report back and be given 10 klg of food
for each person plus medical supplies. We were supposed to distribute
the food but we were forced to surrender it to the KORAMIL district
military post. They would not permit us to give out so much food

at once because they said it would be given to Fretilin. They

would only give out 5 klg. They were supposed to give out 5 more
later but they would only give out 5 more when new supplies were

sent by CRS - the rest we are told, they used themselves or sold

or used as wages for building programmes {for which the Government
had made available funds already), or exchange it for eggs and chickens
etc. We know food was sold by TNI in the following places - and we
reported this to CRS head office in Dili:-

Maubisse, Ermera,Hatobuilico,Liquica, Manatutu, Baucau, Los Palos,
Suai, laga.

Clothing aid was sorted so that good clothes were kept by the
military.

If the CRS worker protests they would be hit and threatened with a
pistol "you must be one of the Fretilin - I will kill you..."

OTHER VIQOLATIONS

A friend toock 6 sacks of coffee in a truck to sell in Dili. He

was discovered at a check point. He asked if he could be permitted to take
5 bags to give one to the officials. "No - you give them all to us."

He had already paid the transport cost - so he lost everything and

went home with nothing for his family to eat.

An old woman had a little coffee for drinking in the bottom of a
large bag of odds and ends. She was going back to her family. The
army official searched everyone in the truck and finally found this
old lady's coffee — just a little ground coffee for drinking. It
was taken from her.
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Often an army official or even a Hansip will say to a woman, "if
you don't marry me, I will kill you!" I have friends who have been
accused this way!
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INTERVIEW WITH K 14 - 15 March 1982

He describes himself as a nationalist who is determined to

continue to work for a plebiscite and the implementation of the

UN resolution on East Timor. He is sympathetic to the present
resistance forces who represented what he calls the united liberation
front - not the original Central Committee of Fretilin. The

extreme leftist factions have now been captured and killed, K

reports, whereas the present Liberation Front are a compact group
who have no internal contradictions in them.

CONFLICT IN FRETILIN

a. K says that even in 1974 there was a division between left
and moderate.

b. The "left" are the ones who were influenced by ideologies from
communist countries. They wanted to import ideologies from
China. Some had connections with the communist party in London
before the war.

¢, This group had a large following from among the illiterate
peasants and another conflict was our disagreement about the
way we thought these illiterate peasants were being manipulated
and indoctrinated. We did not agree with some of these doctrines.

d. We wanted to try to make some approach to the Indonesian
government to try to settle issues or at least see how
far we could go ...

INTERROGATION ETC

The normal procedure was to interrogate the captives or the ones
who surrendered. Pecple who surrendered and were not soldiers
who had engaged in battle with Fretilin would be permitted to

go free after the interrogation but only after approval from
central intelligence in Dili.

During the interrogations they were normally tortured, especially
if the interrogators thought they were  Fretilin soldiers or
leaders. They would be tortured by bashing them or hitting with
a blunt instrument, by jabbing lit cigarettes into their faces,
around the mouth, or by giving them an electric shock, sometimes
at the genitals.

The senior authorities would decide who was to be killed after
interrogation. Most of the leaders or morxe educated ones, those
who were talented were killed. Their wives would also be
interrogated, tortured and killed. "I sometimes helped them to
give the answexs I knew to be the right ones to stop them being
tortured any more", says witness. But after interrogation and
torture, they were often shot with their hands tied behind their
back.
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Some groups captured would eventually be let - these were the
ones who had had little combat with the Indonesian army, or were
illiterate or had an integration ideclogy or were not people who
carried weapons ~ but many others were killed.

- I asked witness about how many and to make specifications of
times, places and dates - he would only answer in general terms,
eg. very many, everywhere, all the time ... but gave the impression
of it being a deliberate widespread policy carried out with
consistency.

Witness said he did not see any women being raped but heard women
scream in the next room.

BOMBINGS

a. During the period 1978-79 March for 9 months, intensive
bombings of Fretilin areas was carried out. 10 jets were used,
5 were supersonic ones. The bombing continued from morning to
night.

b. The TNI would bomk around wells and drinking places in the
evenings when people would come out of hiding to gather water.

c. The places for bombing would be decided on the evidence of
those interrogated.

d. The bombs had some bombs that were napalm bombs too. When
they hit they would cause fire and devastate the surroundings.
A friend who was captured, who had had experience of napalm bombs
in Africa where he served as a soldier said the effect
of the bombs used by Indonesia was the same. Also, some
rockets were used. ( K did not seem to know the technical details.)

e, K said it was estimated that over 50,000 people could have
dieda from these bombing raids - but most of them were women and
children. Fretilin combat units were too mobile and quickly got
out of the areas ~ not many Fretilin lost their lives in these
bomb attacks.

f. This operation was named Operasi ANIGUILAMENTO, which was
meant to be the total destruction of Fretilin but did not work.

g. Bombing continued up to December 1980, but not as intense
as during the nine months of operasi "A". Five supersonic jets
were used during this latter period.

h. During 1979, March - July, there was another operasi called
Operasi CLEANING - in which possibly 10,000 people were killed.
This was another attempt to wipe out the idea of freedom and
resistance among the people.
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CENSORSHIP

a. According to XK all the letters from Government officials
to DPR have to pass via Hankam. All these letters were censored.
Also intergovernmental letters were censored. BAlso all letters
to and from overseas were censored.

b. There were 4 censors in operation in Dili.

c. 5% approximately of letters yielded important information to
intelligence.

RESISTANCE

a. K believes the resistance forces are still quite substantial.
The left wing of Fretilin has now gone and what remains is a combined
liberation movement - nationalists determined to attain the
independence of East Timor.

b. There are two fronts to this movement - jie, the resistance fighters in
the Eastern sector, and the underground who will help the resistance
forces where they can. This was the situation at Christmas, 198l.

c. In this sense the Resistance forces can be said to still be

in control of 60% of the region. OQutside the larger cities, the
pecple would be ready to rise up any time. It is said that Fretilin
still hawve about 3,000 weapons.

d. People are forced to cocperate with TNI - they really still
want to get rid of them, they also hate cooperating with TNI but

are forced to do it for survival.

e. There is no justice where the axmy is involved, they have absolute
control.

f. when there Christmas, I was told the Bupati of Ba cau often
does not cooperate with military demands.

RESETTLEMENT

K was most struck by the constant resettlement programmes when
he was there in January 1982, eg. in Baucau

‘a. Dféfupticn of farming - people are not working - not planting i.

fields. They are not farming in the outlying areas.

b. People don't have enocugh food - because they can't get it from
anywhere. They can't buy and don't get any from crops.

c. People can't leave the resettlement area without special
permission which is hard to get and they are not used to asking
for it, and it costs money. If they go without permission, they
may be shot when they return being accused of spying for Fretilin
{the resistance}.

{ K and his brother and a number of others stressed the present
resettlement programme as the most disruptive programme as it

caused the people to do nothing and to feel that they are forced
to live under a tyranny they hate,
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HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

a. Health: The people have bloated stomachs, and puffed faces
and their eyes are yellow — this is what I saw in Baucau angd
along the road to Baucau: January 1982.

Many people are dying of cholera because they have no vaccines
in the districts. I only saw ICRC medical supplies in shops -
they never reached the people. Many people are also suffering
from TBC and fatal dysentry.

b. Population: K and L put the population as low as
350,000~450,000. I aked how? They replied that on average, a
kecamatan now has a population of 2,000-3,000 whereas before
the 1975 war there were 10,000 per kecamatan.

K said there were as many as 5,000+ in Atauro at one stage.
Maybe closer to 10,000.

FUTURE

K would like to see a united front on the international scene
for the struggle for East Timorese independence.

He hopes pressure can be put on America to attain this.

He stated 4 prerequisites:-
1. The TNI should go back to Indonesia.
2. Fretilin resistance forces should return.

3. People of East Timor should be permitted free movement in their
own country.

4. Only then should humanitarian aid and medical supplies be
distributed, because they won't get to the people otherwise.

GENERAL IMPRESSIONS

- K spoke with little emotion

- He had been asked to give information but did not want to
submit anything in writing

- He was only prepared to assist if the East Timorese are themselves
united against a single enemy (not fighting among themselves)
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INTERVIEW WITH L. 15 March 1982

L provides background jpformation about the development of attitudes

of Timorese subsequent to Indonesian behaviour after the take over of

East Timor. L is on his way back to Timor after studies in Indonesia.

Examples of Human Rights violations

L says that the attitude of the people and the leaders of the people
has changed as a result of the behaviour of the Indonesians. He provided

many examples that he remembered being associated with himself.

Ajid/ Humaniterian assistance manipulation

Tn 1977 he was in Letefoho when clothes arrived from the government to

be distributed to the people but they were sold by the TNI instead.

Likewise between the vears 1976 and 1979 he witnessed how rice that

had been sent for distribution was sold in the market place or taken by the
tndonesians for their own consumption, or used to exchange items of

value. E.g. when the people had no money and were starving, the TNI

would force them to make the exchange, threatening their life or beating
them.

In another village in Baucau, "many times people were given aid only if they
joined the Islamic faith".

In Bobonars, 1978-1979, the aid was sold to the people at such a high

price that they had to exchange food for their last savings or jewelry or
whatever they had in the house. e.g. many people had old English sovereigns
from the time of King James, which they had to surrender to get the
emergency aid food. 2 friend of mine had to give up every single
possession he had because it was known that he was a friend of Fretilin.

"Fortunately he was able to buy his right to live" said L.

Vioclation of Women

In 1979 L witnessed girls aged 13-17 publiciy raped. " The people

were screaming out and wanted to take revenge. They asked me what to do",
he said. The girls had to be treated medically for some menths after.

The people said on that occasion that the TNI were worse then the communists.
The Commander declared he would send the soldi.rs concerned home as a
punishment.

1, reported that it was common practice for a husband to be accused of

collaboration with Fetilin if he did not surrender his wife.
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Deaths

Also in  Bobonaro I Stated that his brother was killed in a mysteriocus
way. He said that there was a telegram supposedly sent from the Bishop
of pili requesting that he leave. - But he sent a reply saying
he would not come until there was a signed letter with the same message,
because he suspected the telegram was false. Then he disappeared and

was found dead some days later.

Travel Restrictions

L considers that hi$ country is not free. He stated as evidence the
problem of not being able to sell coffee except under restrictive conditions.
Also there are so many restrictions on freedom of movement. For example,
to get permission to move from one village to another you must have a letter
from 1. the wvillage head

2. the police

3. the army District Commander

4. the Kodim
Each person must be paid and paid more to get the permission guickly.
For example you must pay Rp. 100 - 300 or cigarettees for normal permissions.
There is a further proce-dure and price scale if you want to take anything

with you. Nothing is fixed it depends on the whim of the man in charge.

Food/ Land

The ownership status of much land is no longer clear. Many people have
died, either through war or famine while others have been moved through
resettlement programs. Sometimes different people claim the same land.
Where there is doubt or the status of land is unclear the government will

take over the land for its own use, said L.

Maliana, where many of L's family live, is considered a fertile area.

Now there is a new irrigation system ( started in Portuguese times). It
has always been a surplus area. " But it is untypical of the whole. Many
places have great difficulty findimg food for survival alone. L said this
in response to press reports that indicated no food shortage in the wholeof

East Timor. He could not believe the statements of Gough Whitlam.
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Corruption of Government officials.

In 1980, I . said in one area, the Camat (Regional official) requested the
people to make a list of everything that they had lost (as a result of
recent military misbehaviour). Some houses had been burnt down and many

had lost many things from their houses through looting. Compensation money
was sent to the region but the people never received any of it. It is known
that even the East Timorese officials were involved in this incident of

corruption.

Those in authority, such as the Bupati, the Camat etc, are given all sorts
of privileges and thev have "every need fulfilled which the people get

nothing. This causes a great gap which divides the people among themselves.
Some people refuse to cooperate or even plot to take revenge, but they know
that they will get cacked and they will not gain any cooperation if they

want to have the permission to move or seek other employment.

Culture crisis

The culture of the people will take a long time to be integrated." The
Indonesians do not seem to appreciate the richness and individuality of
our culture? said L.. "We have five centuries of Portuguse rule. Any
drastic change will cause a vacuum and many undesirable practices"”

This seems to be what has happened, according to L
Church

People are upset that the priests are often treated in a disrespectful way.

They are tortured and imprisioned sometimes. If the priests refuse to cooperate
their life is made very difficult and uncomfortable by the military, saidL
TheChurch does not give a clear directive because it is divided and the division
is exploited by the government. ¥ . gave a simple example of the liturgy.

If Indonesian language is used the people do not yet understand. If any Tetum

or Portuguse is used the peopel are accused of plotting treason.

It is commonly known that the government officials are under the control of the
TNI. So the people will go to the Bishop and to the priests if they have a
complaint. The attitude of the majority of the people has changed radically,
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said L , after they saw what the Indonesians were doing to them. Originally
many of the priests were UDT supporters. But it was not long before the
Church felt it had to defend the people against further injustice. "It is
not surprising to me that many priests have a negative attitude to the
government and the army, because of what happened to the people since

the Indonesian take over" L said this commenting on the attack of the

clergy by Gough Whitlam in the daily press.

L, says there are signs that the Bishop, Martinho da Costa Lopes does not get
the full support of all his priests. He would like to see the Church move
towards a greater mutual understanding between Church personnel and to state
their position more clearly. "If they don't then it will be difficult to get

anywhere"said L.

L said he would probably work as part of the Church structure if he can

get a satisfactory job. He is worried that he will not be able to work
with so many different factions and divisions. "I am faced with all sorts
of dilemmas, If I support the Indonesians, maybe most of the people of East
Timor will not agree with me. The Muslim Party is the only alternative

political party in Indonesia, but how can I support them".
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INTERVIEW M 17/3/82

M was in Dili for the three month period of Fretilin control in 1975

and stayed there for 1% months after the Indon invasion. He continued
his studies in West Timor and occasionally visited Oecusse. In June/July
1981, M travelled by road from Maliana to Baucau via Bobmaro, Atsabe,
Ermera, Tibar, Dili. :

1. Situation in Oecusse

a.

General Conditions: - there was no war in QOecusse, nor was
there any famine there because there are sufficient rice
fields. The army did take food - but not so much as to cause
food shortages. However, the people were affected by the war -
in particular, control of their daily lives by the army.

Economy: Army soon bega n wholesale removal of Sandalwood from
the enclave. People were ordered to cut it down and sell it at
low prices. The cut wood was transported weekly to Dili from
Pante Macassar.

(In 1980, the Oecusse DPR protested to the East Timor governor.
The ships stopped coming; the local commander and a number of
others were sent to the war zone in Lospalos as punishment).

Army in Control: M described the army as having full authority

to do as it pleased. He illustrated this by describing frequent
parties conducted by military commanders. He said young women
would be invited to come and were forced to attend if they refused,
Said however that he did not believe the army was as rough as

it was in East Timor proper. '

Pecple were always being called together to confirm their presence
in an area. This was very disruptive to daily life. A system of
surat jalans was introduced for movement in the enclave. 'Everyone
soon realised that things weren't under control in East Timor'
said M. Civil officials had no power: they were only ’'symbols'.

Conscription: Since 1977 {and still happening) young pecple
not at school are forced to join Hansip and to undergo military
training in preparation for work in East Timor proper. A list
of names would be circulated by the army advising people to
report for Hansip training the following day. Most people went
because they were afraid of the possible consequences of not
reporting.

East Timorese attitudes: M reported his father's comment about
the present situation: 'I fought strongly for integration
because I thought Fretilin was communist - but now, I can't see
any advantage in integration. Living standards are far worse
now than they were in Portugese times.'

Development: Houses have been built - but they are of weak
construction. In many cases they have been built for people
who have had their (better) houses taken over by the military.
His mother believes that much of the money designated for
administration and development by the Central Government

'is not used for that purpose'.
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2.

Observations in East Timor June/July 1981

a.

Pagar Betis: He saw and heard of people 'from a young age' being
forced into military exercises. People 'knew they had to do it.'
He believed the army required them to help because the army did not
know its way through the mountains.

He couldn't understand why these people had to go unarmed. They
carried what food they could - food was not given to them by the army.
Many got sick. He heard many people suffered from lack of food. He
said some who returned were too sick to work fields - though in some
cases, women did work fields,

Bobonaro: He was told the security situation was not good. Fretilin
forces were still operating in the area.

Atsabe: He asked people what they thought of the present situation.
They spontaneously replied that it was better in Portuguese times.
People said 'we used to be colonised by people with white skin, now
it is by people with black skin.'

Ermera: Coffee is the major focus
here. Coffee has to be sold to the army at a cheap price. All
vehicles travelling to Dili from here are closely checked at various
checkpoints, (while he was in Atambua, he saw an army truck arrive
from East Timor loaded with coffee. It was sold at Rpl500 per kg.

He understood ET farmers received only Rp250Q or thereabouts per kile.)

Baucau: Heard that people there were against having to take part

in Pagar Betis - they were afraid and nervous. The families left
behind were upset at their menfolk being sent to the mountains without
weapons, food or shelter. They felt they were in a 'no win' situation.
They would ask: 'Why do we have to fight our brother? Isn't Indonesia
strong enough to fight Fretilin by themselves?'

He heard a story of a man, desperate for food, climbing a coconut
tree to collect fruit. He was shot by the army "because he was
outside his area."

Development: Could not see anything of significance. A few
offices in Dili perhaps. Houses have been built but they are

not strong. Poor compared to equivalent houses in NIT.

He noted with displeasure that when important visitors arrive,.
like the President, they are taken only to the good places.

"It's said that East Timor is being given special treatment - but
there is no sign of it."

The first thing you notice is the signs of dilapidation.

Movement: Movement of people and vehicles are closely controlled.
There are checkpoints throughout East Timor.

Cited example of Papal Nuncic who went to Timor in July 1981.

He wished to visit all Kabupaten but was refused permission.

He could not even go to Dare outside Dili.

Money can ease the path through the countryside. He travelled
with a Chinese businessman in a car. The businessman carried

a crate of cigarettes. He would hand over up to 3 packets

of cigarettes and from Rpl0O00-Rpl0000 to soldiers at checkpoints
to 'speed things up'. Such payments meant they would not be
searched or, if so, only superficially. M said this was a
feature of life repugnant to most Timorese - ie, one could

"buy" the army.
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Situation of ex-resisters:

People who have surrendered are constantly called to report to
the army.

His uncle was in the bush and captured in

$980. He was initially held in prison and has to report
constantly to the military in Dili. M and all his relations

are afraid to visit . him because they are afraid they will

be placed under suspicion of having sympathies for the resistance.

He knows of another person sacked from his job because his sons
were members of Fretilin.

Believes that any Fretilin who surrender face a high certainty
of being killed. A friend of his who surrendered in 1980

was immediately executed. Most Fretilin leaders are killed.
"Only 1 or 2 1live and are 'used'; the rest are killed or
disappear.®

Timorese attitudes:

In November 1981, he received a letter from a pPriest in Dili
who said - "You know what the situation has been like - all
I can say is that it is getting worse."

At a conference in Jakarta in 1981, another ’
East Timorese priest said Timor is facing an uncertain 51tuat10n

and is not moving towards a solution.

M has the impression that the Javanese have colonized the rest
of Indonesia and this is what East Timor is suffering from.

People refuse to take citizenship because they are not happy

to be part of Indonesia. Even Apodeti and UDT members who fought
with Indonesia now won't take citizenship. They are being closely
watched. :

Before leaving Dili, he took many photos - but fearing a search
at the airport, didn't carry them out. He was closely searched
and asked questions like: "Has Timor progressed?", "I wanted
to go to Jakarta -~ this was not the time to tell the truth",

he said.
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INTERVIEW WITH N 15 March 1982

N thas not been back to East Timor for 18 months. He is currently preparing
to be a part of the Church personnel in East Timor. His position is
illustrative of the confusion some have who have not been to Timor for

some time.

Church and cecoperation with the Government

N  is sure that before 1977 the Church clearly refused to
accept Government aid, or to help to distribute it. " The did not want to

be part of Indonesian agsistance, or to be tied to Indonesia in any way".

Now N seems confused about the position of the Bishop of Dili. On the one
hand, he had made repeated requests to government officials and to the
President himself that the Indonesians in East Timor pay attention to the
plight of the people. On the other hand, he asks " why won't the Bishop

use all the money the Indonesian Government offers?" N thinks his own studies
could be paid for by the Depgrtment of Religion if the Bishop accepted it.
Many priests Would like to use government money for specified uses, especially
for relief or emergency aid, said N | Some priests in outlying districts
such as Ermera,Manatuto, Baucau are confused because they can't seem to
establish a working relationship with the government, while in the meantime
the pecple are suffering. Some priests, e.g. Fr...... received money from
CRS but it was taken over by the Government for distribution in théir own way
and their own time. Sometimes if the priests cooperate with the Governm ent

to help them, the people loose their trust in the priest.

News from Timor

In a letter dated 5/3/1982, there is news that many people in Dili and Ermeru
are suffering and dying from a Colera outbreak. There appears to be no

vaccinations or invuses available to handle the outbreak.
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INTERVIEW WITH T.U.V.

T.U.V. are Timorese closely associated with recent developments in Timor.

FOOD SITUATION

The famine conditions are not apparent everywhere. There are some
Jood crop areas but 3/4 of districts still under
severe food shortages. Reasons given are numerous. Among other:

3 months most of male population did nothing.

- People returned in extremely weak state from the Pagar Betis
operation. T thinks the military operation had a decided
effect on the present food shortage situation.

- Regular assistance from famine/emergency agencies not available
this year.

- Resettlement has caused disruption of farming patterns.

- Poor crop yields due to rats and insufficient rain - 70% of areas
planted will yield poor crops - by comparison with previous year.
Indications of food deficiency.

- FRp 15 million was taken at the end of February and it was used
immediately for food aid and finished in a few days. (K.K. also
sent Rp 5 million to be used for other things and most of it was
used for food aid during first 2 months of 1982),.

- In Baguia, Quelicai many rice fields deserted because people can't
go there (leave resettlement area) or because the father of the
house is dead - no workers.

Comoro received 185 sacks of milk in 45 kg sacks, but the milk
had to be distributed straight away.

One military officer said vou can tell who is Fretilin and who
is not - the ones who are not well fed are not Fretilin, ie,

the skinny unhealthy ones are the ones who are in the Indonesian
occupied areas ...

EDUCATION
22000 pupils .
mission government 1 sec School for every Kab
600 teachers :
schools schools 63 primary schools
78 schools

The Government brings in Muslims from West Java and Sulawasi, who
know nothing of the Catholic traditions and teach only the Islamic
religion. Some teachers are army people. There are stories that they
rape ‘the senior girls after school - this has been reported as widespread.
(egliquica ). Many children won't go to Government schools because
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they are scared. The mission schools receive no help from the
Government, because they don't trust the mission schools. In Government
gchools, the teachers are not permitted to teach in Tetum or Portuguese
even to the first grades of primary school (which is the practice

in other areas of Indonesia). The teachers receive 3 times more

money than mission schools teachers. But even then many Indonesian
teachers refuse to go back after their leave because they are afraid.

Many of the origihal mission school buildings are still occupied by
the Government. The motivation of Government school teachers is
often to get their NIP (status as Government servant and subsequent
wage increase) much quicker than usual ... T says the Government
will not build any SMA in East Timor to force Timorese to study
outside East Timor if they wish to continue.

FRETILIN AND RESISTANCE

There are still incidental military patrols that are ambushed by
Fretilin - eg, February 1982 in Viqueque and Quelicai.

There are still many hansip and TNI operating around Mt. Matabian.
Also using male adults in the Pagalr Betis type operation. Western
districts free of resistance. In areas where the army is uncertain
the people are forced to leave and 'resettle' in another area. This
creates a sort of no man's land.

In January 1982, they found a school run by Fretilin. The priests
say Fretilin have sufficient food for a long time in the Eastern
district. There was a note in the school run by Fretilin saying
"we will last for 20 years" - the school was bBurnt down by TNI.

CPPRESSION AND VIOILATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

"People are afraid - they are scared - they do not trust even their
own family. People are becoming less willing to utter their
disagreement and resentment. The people feel they have no hope -
everyone looks with suspicion on the other as a traitor. Families
are divided -‘it is really a bad situation. "“The Timorese cannot
endure suffering anymore. (These are some of the isoclated remarks
made in reference to the complete devestation of the
people who are now so divided among themselves).

Examples/illustrations of this that have made the people distrustful of everyone.

a. 2 DPR members put in jail for sending a letter to the President.

b. In Likisa B9 adults were arrested and forced to confess their
associations with Fretilin,

. People are constantly harrassed and forced to betray their friends,

d. Even more so now because Fretilin forces are weakened. The military
can force people to go to jail - The army is blackmailing the whole

population into submission because in every family there can
be found at least one member who was associated with Fretilin.

e. There are still sharp political divisions among the leaders (priests
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included} .

f. The Bupatis were forced to sign a letter saying the 500 massacred
did not happen after the Bishop mentioned in a sermon that it

did happen. Only the Bupati of Bancay refused to sign (it was
close to his region that it happened, ie, at Lakluta.

3. But below this everyone despises the Indonesians.
4, T says the Timorese cannot endure any more suffering.

5. fThe Governor has been given a 19 year old Islam wife from Tebet
Jakarta. T sees this as part of the divide and rule tactics of
the military.

6. ELECTTON PREPARATIONS: It is thought that the elections are going
to be used as a kind of referendum. The preparations have been going
on for a long time. Military are giving lectures on how to vote
including instructions on staying in the centre - not going to either
extreme (Golkar party is the centre picture).

7. TLakluta 500 incident: At the end of the Pagar Betis operation
people were in a village. It was night - army surrounded village,
fired through the houses with automatic rifles; did not know who

was there. The Batallion was 744/5. There were also Timorese in

it. Only in the morning did they discover there were only women and
children and no Fretilin army. The shame was so great they confessed
to the Bishop. Some took photographs - which have been seen. The
Batallion 744/5 was withdrawn to Klatem, Central Java. When the Bishop

mentioned it in his sermon, Bupatis all forced to sign a letter declaring it did
not happen. Benny Murdani confesses there were at least B0 people. Deaths were

possibly somewhere between 2-4 hundred in this incident alone.

RESETTLEMENT

1. T says he has not seen any new resettlement sites established
during the past two years.

2. But there is restricted movement into the Eastern region eq, Laga.

3. After an ambush people are restricted in their movement to
within 5km '~ in December 1981 there were still heavy restrictions.

4. Population of pili has doubled =~ but perhaps as many as 50%
are from outside East Timor.

REFUGEES

T has a list of 300 people who want to leave Dili but cannot for financial

reasons.
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DILI CHURCH

V. says the Ap. Admin. has more credibility than he cagn claim.
His facts are correct but the interpretations and predictions

are based on his emotional involvement, as a Timorese with
Portuguese ties.

There are 13 dioceses - . . There has been a
tendency to become ‘dependent on outside resources. .
o : V feels the -
priests are divided and not cooperating, each one trying to get

money for his district or parish. V also says divisions also exist over
integration:

- Bishop, SJ and indigenous clergy against integration
- Montelro and Goan priests want to move closer to Indonesia
- Indonesian personnel take integration for granted.

Generally there is conflict between the church and army. Church
has a low estimate of army, so will be difficult to foresee
cooperation. The people depend on church. The role of the church
is key. It is definitely hoding back the process of integration.
Is this going to make it easier or more difficult?

The main problems facing the church, according to V, are:

*the struggle for independence

*this includes its own independent initiatives to solve its own
problems

*accountability

*fund raising

None of the official clergy hawve applied for Indonesian citizenship
and so far have refused to put their property deeds in order according
to the requirements of Indonesian law.

The previous Bishop, Ribeiro,was actually removed against his will.
The present man was put in his place and is the man we should
be supporting wherever possible .

The present position of the Apostolic Administrator (Bishop)

is weakened by the vulnerability he has. He has no permanent
position and can be replaced by the Pro Nuncio (Vatican).
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Some priests do not support him fully for numercus reasons, both
political or administrative.

VATICAN POSITION

Vthinks the Papal Nuncio would like to see an 'integration'
solution to the East Timor conflict between church and
Indonesians.

r. said the Pro Nuncio's position is to hold off. He does

not seem to have a clear position and has stated that he would
like to solve the problem peacefully. He wants all conflict to
end as soon as possible and would prefer the East Timorese church
not to become involved politically in any way without his consent.
He refused to let the Arch Bishop of Jakarta go there until after
the elections - "because it might be very dangexrous."

The Pro Nuncio has explicitly requested all involved parties to
say nothing about what is happening in East Timor to outsiders

- (especially Australians, says U). The Pro Nuncic is in
possession of full reports from the ICRC team and other documents.
He also spoke with Whitlam who agreed to keep the conversation
confidential.

The Pro Nuncio seems to have made an agreement with certain government officials
nothing about the negative food/crisis situation in East Timor

at the moment — and is angry with the Apostolic Administrator for

doing so without consultations.

The risky situation of the church and of church liaison.

Both the Pro Nuncio and BAKIN, have power to stop Church personnel going to East
Timor. They believe there is a real danger of this, which would
mean that assistance may not get through as it does now.

The priest, Bishop or religious personnel consider it too

risky to make a political statement now. They feel more and

more isolated from the internatiocnal support and more and more

powerless. They are locking for ways of survival from within, depending on
their own resources, says T. e.d.they are aware of the

decrease in number of UN votes over years.

The church money sent through the Dili bank is being questioned
and the bank is reluctant to release it to the Dili church.

COVERNMENT MANIPULATION OF CHURCH

1.The Antonius Foundation (YayasanWas set up in mid 1981 to handle
Government funding to churches. The Bishop regretted giving his
authorization to it when he discovered what its powers were, but
so far there is no way of withdrawing that authorization. The
constitutions of this new foundation put it in charge of almost
everything related to church personnel - even their (spiritual}
personal needs.
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The Bishop has subsequently made a statement that the church has
nothing to do with it.

Benny Murdani has requested the board members, (including top
Government and military people, eg, Fernando,Kalange, Lukas Leo)
to say nothing about the Yayasan. Jose Antonic is its procurator.
He is known to be far more pro integrationist than Msgr. da
Costa Lopes - and would be his most likely successor.

2. It is thought that the army is responsible for rumours that
certain priests have wives and children (true only in the case of
one priest who left the priesthood).

3. 1In the districts, the priests are isolated by the army.

4. There has been no support for Catholic education system in
East Timor by Government, making it difficult to survive, the
Baguia teachers residence has recently been burnt down by the

military in an attempt to get teachers to leave the mission
school. This is all pressure on the church to accept integration.

POPULATION
1970 700 000 + the tribal peoples who were not included

1980 532 000 is present Government statistic - but the mountain/tribal
people are now resettled in the small towns and so would have been counted. |

200 000 of these are children
300 000 others consists mostly of women.
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INTERVIEW W 5 March 1982

He is an officer at Australian embassy. I accompanied
Lay Mi-Fa, her two sisters and the brother of F. The two sisters
are on the agreed list of 625. They have Portuguese passports
and entry permits for Australia. They had not yet submitted
their passports for gaining exit permit. We visited W. to

get his advice on process:

EXIT PERMIT PROCESS
1. When I asked him about the process of gaining an exit permit,
he suggested that I ask P - "he knows more about it than I do."

AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN PROCESS?

2. I asked whether there would be some advantage in him or his
representative from the Embassy accompanying them to the
Immigration office, saying that they were on the Australian-
Indonesian agreed list and asking that the exit permit process
be expedited. His first reaction was "do you want us to declare
war?" I politely rejected the question. He then said that he
thought it would be of little influence to go to "the man at the
desk" because the decision on exit is made by General Murdani.
He approves all exits ' including minor children. “Besides", he
said, shuffllng in his chair and stacking files, "I don't have
the time to do that."

ISOLATED CHILDREN

3. He did not display a sympathetic chord to my suggestion that
the case of the lay children was a special one - given the fact
of their father's death in Jakarta. He did point out that on

4 June last year, an isolated child received his exit permit the
same day the passport was submitted. He said he thought that
there should not be much problem for the Lay children as they
were minors and isolated.

OTHER APPROACHES?

4. T asked whether there might be other approaches. He looked
around the room, repeating the guestion "other approaches?", then
said that they were only the immigration department. He added

however, that they had put a suggestion to Canberra - but he would

rather not reveal its nature yet.

5. He suggested the best thing for the Lay sisters was to submit
the passports for exit permits. Until that is done, nothing can
happen.

6. Their plane tickets paid for by Australian embassy, would
be available for them to pick up on 10 March.
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