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PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA - THE SENATE

GORDON D. McINTOSH. COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENT OFFICES

SENATOR FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA., :::::iih;:[T:;:‘RRACE

PERTH, W.A. 6000
(G.P.O. BOX B38, PERTH, W.A. 6001)

1st November, 1982

His Excellency,

The Chairman of the Fourth Committee on De Colonisation,
Room 3341,

United Nations Secretariat,

NEW YORK. NEW YORK. 10017.

U.S5.A,

Your Excellency,

Further to my request for permission to appear before the
Fourth Committee on De-Colonisation, as per telegram to
you dated 28th October, 1982, I enclose herewith copies
of a Petition which has been signed by Australian Labor
Party Members of the House of Representatives and the
Senate in the Australian Parliament.

I would point out that there are only 79 Australian Labor
Party Members in the Australian Parliament, and 6 of these
Members were either absent overseas or through illness and
were therefore unable to sign the Petition. The 46 Members
of the House of Representatives and 24 Senators represents
96% of the available Members of the Federal Parliamentary
Labor Party.

The originals of the Petition will be presented by me,
personally, should I be granted permission to attend in
person,

I wish to advise that I would be sponsored by, and appearing
on behalf of, the following groups:

Human Rights Council of Australia

Australian Council for Overseas Aid

Timorese Communities in Australia

Australia/East Timor Association

R.A.F.T. (Campaign to Re-Unite in Australia Families of Timor)

Yours siucerely,

- Fhndth FF AL

GORDON D. McINTOSH,

N N AUSTRALIA,
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PETITION TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE OF THE

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WE , THE UNDERSIGNED MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARY
LABOR PARTY OF AUSTRALIA, WISH TO EXPRESS OUR CONTINUING
CONCERN AT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR AND
RE-AFFIRM OUR SUPPORT FOR MOVES IN THE UNITED NATIONS TO
UPHOLD THE RIGHT OF THE EAST TIMORESE PEOPLE TO A GENUINE
ACT OF SELF DETERMINATION.

THIS SITUATION IS PRESENTLY THE SUBJECT OF AN INQUIRY IN
THE AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT BY THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE
ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENCE.

THE VIEWS SET OUT ABOVE ARE CLEARLY EXPRESSED IN THE PLATFORM
OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY AND WERE PASSED BY 48 VOTES
TO 1 VOTE AT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE PARTY IN 1977,
éﬁgﬁ;ﬁ;AFFIRMED AT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCES IN 1979 AND 1982.
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