PORTUGUESE TIMOR

Seeing red in a
freedom offer

By Anthony Goldstone

Dili: With the remnants of Lisbon's
former empire up for grabs, it is now
the turn of Portuguese Timor’s 600,000
peopie to step on to the diplomatic
stage. Whatever the outcome, there has
already been a rich mixture of political
haggling, a protest of conditions bv
soldiers and a full serving of “reds under
the bed” stories.

Portugal’s Overseas Territories Minis-
ter, Dr Antonio Costa de Almeida San-
tos, has assured the people that they
will be free to decide their own future.
But as he arrived in the capitzl to make
this promise, the most visible problem
was in the shape of 300 Portuguese
soldiers demonstrating for mere pay and
repatriation. The three infant political
parties managed to geta foot on the stage
with a rally organised by the handful of
ethusiasts who have suddenly found a
new world in politics.

But the focal point is to be found
outside Portuguese Timor. Judging from
Jakarta reports filtering through to Dili,
there has been no shiit by the Indone-
sians in their determination to incor-
porate the province into their country.

Suggestions being made in Portuguese
Timor’s press are, however, holding a
full measure of attention, even if many
of the stories are nothing short of out-
rageous.

It is now being suggested that the
independence movement in Portuguese

Timor, which recently took the name of

Fretilente, is tainted by Maoism. The
Sinar Herapan was told by a ‘“‘reliable
source” in the capital that the recent
demonstration against integration with
Indonesia was funded by “left-wing Chi-
nese.”

The demonstration, which culminat-
ed in the presentation of a petition to
the Indonesian Consul in Dili, has been
taken as an affront to Jakarta. The
passages which have been quoted how-
ever, suggest that the petition was fairly
mild, merely asking the Indonesians to
respect the right of the people of Portu-
guese Timor to tread the path to inde-
pendence already tredden by the “cld-
er brothers,” the Indonesians.

The military publication, Bertia Yu-
dha, was much more explicit than Sinar
Harapan and produced a bevy of
charges alleging Chinese and Maoist in-
volvement in Portuguese Timor's atfairs.

Reports claimed that Maoist litera-
ture was on sale in Dijli; Frentilente was
haaging commmunist posiers in its head-
quarters; Chinese residents of Dili were
keeping pictures of Mac Tse-tung in

the%n;es; and the Maoist Movimento
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Reorganisativodo Prolatariado Portu-
gues ( MRPP) had sent six cadres from
Lisbon to Timor. One of the cadres was
quoted as saying: “We¢ must unite to
face the fascist Svharto Government.”

& Berita Yudha did not stop there: a
chinese officer in the Portuguese Army
was said to be trainine Chinese civilians;
ships had been spotted unloading arms;
four Chinese generais bas landed in Por-
tuguese Timor, travelling there via Can-
berra.

Such reports have met with an ob-
vious response from the diplomatic
community. One diplomat did note,
Lowever, that even if thie Chinese had an
interest in the future of Portuguese
Timor, now is anything but the right
time for them to expose their hand. Ti.e
Soviets see the situation in a different
light, inclining to the view that the Chi-
nese are supporting the party which
seeks to maintain ties with Portugal.

PAKISTAN

Bhutto's opposition

melting away

By Salamat Ali

Islamabad: Whatever the reading of Zul-
fikar Ali Bhutto’s sweeping Cabinet
changes, one fact is certain: The Pakis-
tani Premier was secure in the know-
ledge, vvhen waving the political stick,
that the Gpposition could offer only
token criticism. For the groups who sit
on the other side of the fence are beset
by party problems.

Bhutto’s major reshuff‘e, which in-
cluded the shock departure of Dr
Mubashir Hasan, the Minister for Fi-
narice, Planning and Development and
considered a star in the Puakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (¢prr) cast, also came at a
time when there was incieasing suspi-
cion within the ruling group about the
real intentions of the Opposition, the
conglomerate United Democratic Front
(UDr). But the mood of the ppp was
hardly of interest to unt ieaders, their
main worry, coming on iop of other
frustrations, was & month in which
irusted figures pacled their party taes
and joined Bhutto.

A pecuiiarity in the political pano-
rama has, in fact, been the Opposition's
imability to takc advaatzge of ppiv pro-
blems and the ruling group's waning
populanty sirice the predictabie failure
to make good election promises. Bhutto
has managed to trump the epposition’s
few efforts to challenge him, even
though there has teen plentiful ammu-
nition in the political store: language
agitation, labour uarest and police
steikes in 1972, the atortive Cive! Dis-
obedicnce Mavement in ! "“’3 and this
year's unti- \hnaum(m- o
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